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Children’s Talk:  What Should We Do If We’ve Stolen Something? 

- We’re talking about stealing today. 
- We all know that we’re not supposed to steal—we’re not supposed to take what doesn’t belong to us. 
- We know that but sometimes we do things that we’re not supposed to. 

- That’s what I want to talk about: what do we do if we have stolen something? 

- There’s a story in the Bible about a man named Zacchaeus. 
- Luke 19:2-9 (NKJV) 

- 2 Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was 
rich. 

- Do you remember? Did people like the tax collectors? (No. They hated them.) 
- Do you remember why people hated them?  

- (They were collecting money for their enemies, the Romans.) 
- (And they often would charge people more than they were supposed to so that they 

could keep some of it for themselves. They were stealing from the people.) 
- If Zacchaues was a chief tax collector, how do you think people felt about him? (They 

hated him.) 

- 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short 
stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to 
pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 
6 So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all 
complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 

- You see? They thought Jesus shouldn’t be going to Zacchaeus’s house because they 
thought he was a bad person. 

- But the Lord still went to his house. 

- 8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; 
and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” 
9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of 
Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

- People still thought Zacchaeus was a bad person but the Lord said that He was lost but 
that he had been saved. 

- He said two things that he now does: giving to the poor and giving back 4 times as 
much as he took from somebody. 

- That second one is really important. 
- He acknowledges that he has stolen from people; he doesn’t pretend like he hasn’t. 

- That’s a really important step for us too. 
- And then Zacchaeus tries to do what he can to make up for what he took. 

- He says that he restores fourfold. 
- For example, if someone were to come to him and say, “You stole R1 000 from me,” he 

would give them back R4 000. 
- That’s pretty generous but I would guess that he did it because he genuinely wanted 

to make up for the hurt that he had caused. 
- He couldn’t change what he had done in the past; but he could change what he did 

then. 
- That’s repenting from stealing. 
- And because he did those things, the Lord said that he was no longer lost but had been saved by the Lord. 

- We too don’t have to worry if we have messed up; instead let’s focus on changing our behaviour going 
forward. Amen. 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Repenting from Stealing 
A Sermon by Pastor Malcolm G. Smith  

7 October 2018 

Intro at the Beginning of Service 
- One of the things that I worry about as a pastor is heaping too much guilt on people. 

- I don’t want your experience of coming to church to be that each week gives you another thing to feel 
bad about. 

- On the other hand, one of the most important things for us to be doing in our spiritual lives is to be 
repenting of evils.  

- And so we’re talking today and for the next two weeks about stealing, bearing false witness, and 
coveting.  

- And part of the goal will be to help you see how you might be breaking those commandments. 
- But the goal is to find one to focus on, not 12 more things to feel guilty about. 

- If you already have a pretty clear idea of what you need to be repenting of then hold 
yourself gently. 

- Don’t let me derail you. 
- The evil spirits will want to heap more and more guilt and shame on you. 
- The angels and the Lord want you to find something to focus on. 

Intro 
- Back in college there was this evening church service that we had and sometimes people would talk to the 

group about some experience they had had in their spiritual lives. 
- And this guy who was about 15 years older than me who was my friend and also a mentor gets up and 

starts talking about stealing. 
- He begins by making clear that his point wasn’t to make us feel guilty—he’s just sharing his 

experience of coming to a point of feeling convicted by his conscience. 
- He says, “This is a topic that I know people have different opinions about; I’m just going to tell 

you what my experience has been. You’re welcome to disagree with me and do things differently 
than I do.” 

- And then he starts talking about pirated music on his computer. 
- At that time I had quite a nice collection of pirated music. 

- Between the music that I’d gotten from my older brothers, and their friends, and music 
that I had found myself, I had quite a nice collection of music on my computer. 

- A little bit of it was from CDs that I had actually bought but the majority of it I 
had never paid for. 

- Anyway, there I am and my friend is talking about how he eventually got to the point where he was 
no longer comfortable having music that he hadn’t paid for on his computer and so he had deleted all 
of the music on his computer except for the songs that he actually had paid for. 

- Remember, in those days, you couldn’t actually legally download songs or stream them—it was 
the Dark Ages. 

- I was listening to him talk and feeling less and less comfortable about the music that I had on my 
computer. 

- And maybe now, as I’m speaking to you, you’re thinking about the music you have on your computer 
or maybe the TV series, or movies, or books that you have on your computers or external hard drives. 

- For those of you who don’t know what I’m talking about, it’s fairly common these days for 
people to have copies of movies, TV shows, and music on their computers or devices which 
they never paid for but instead got from some friend who got it from some friend who 
downloaded it from some website where someone put a copy of the file. 

- Anyway, maybe, if you’ve got some of that sort of stuff on your computer, you’re starting 
to feel a bit guilty. 

- Let’s just pause there for a second. 
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- Because people often are stuck in patterns with these sorts of things. 
- It’s very easy to jump to all the reasons and justifications why it’s fine to have these things without 

paying for them or why it’s fine for me in my life to have them. 
- Or it’s easy to feel guilty and bad while in church and then go home and still watch something from 

that hard drive. 
- Instead of going down those roads, let’s try something different. 

Repentance 
- We’re preaching about some of the commandments but with a particular focus. 

- This sermon is not called “Why Stealing is So Bad”; it’s called “Repenting from Stealing”. 
- Next week will be “Repenting from Bearing False Witness”.  
- The week after that will be “Repenting from Coveting”. 

- The point is to not just talk about how bad it is to break a commandment but to talk about 
what we can do when we have broken a commandment or are continuing to break a certain 
commandment. 

- This is called repentance. 
- True Christianity §530:1 

- The question then is, How are we to repent? The answer is, we are to do so actively. 
That is, we are to examine ourselves, recognise and admit to our sins, pray to the 
Lord, and begin a new life. …. 

- These are the 4, simple but amazingly effective steps for making lasting changes in our spiritual lives. 
- 1. Examine Yourself 
- 2. Recognise and Acknowledge Your Sin 
- 3. Pray to the Lord 
- 4. Begin a New Life 

- We’re going to work our way through these steps with the topic of stealing. 
- We’ll be using worksheets from a program called Begin a New Life.  

- If you’ve been coming to New Church Westville for even a year or two you’ve probably heard me talk 
about this before. 

- It’s really good. 
- This minister in the States, Mark Pendleton, spent about 12 years studying the teachings about 

repentance and life change and put together this set of worksheets and resources to help people with 
this crucial process of repentance. 

- And he’s run workshops teaching people about this material all around the world, including here a 
few years ago and over the years he’s refined the materials. 

- There’s a 13 page full version of the worksheets and a condensed one page version. 
- We’ve printed out the one page version but you can find all the resources for this program 

on our website - http://newchurchwestville.co.za/repent/  
- We’ll also WhatsApp them to anyone whose phone number we have. 
- And we’ll email them to you with the sermon next week and with the newsletter. 

- Can you tell that we want you to have them and use them? 

- The one that we’ve got here in church has two sides: one side that has an example filled out in the sheets 
and one side that is blank for you to try using. 

- What I would recommend is take that one page sheet home with you and then look at the longer 
version of the worksheets on your phone which will give you more explanation of what to put in each 
block. 

- You really need the longer version to understand what to put on the one page version. 
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Step 1: Examine Yourself 
- Now let’s get on to talking about step 1: Examine Yourself. 

- This is when we take an honest look at ourselves and think about how we’re doing. 
- Ordinarily, you would pick some action, trait, or pattern in your life that is either a problem in 

conscience, or that is causing damage, hurt, or pain—some specific part of your life that you want, 
need, or feel called upon to look at and address.  

- In this case we’re going to start with some teachings about stealing and use those to examine 
ourselves. 

- I did it for myself. 
- When I started I was pretty sure that I didn’t need to focus on this commandment. 
- And by the time I finished up I was convinced that I do need to work on this commandment. 

- Try it out with stealing this week, with bearing false witness next week, and with coveting 
the week after next and see which one seems to fit best. 

- And if none of them fit you can try it with some of the other commandments, or, I 
would bet that, in the process of doing that for 3 weeks, you will have discovered 
something that you need to focus on. 

- The 10 Commandments simply say, “You shall not steal” (Exodus 20:15). 
- We get a bit more detail in the book of Leviticus. 

- Leviticus 19:11, 13, 15 (NKJV, modified) 
- 11 You shall not steal, and you shall not deceive, and you shall not lie to one another. …. 13 

You shall not cheat your neighbour, nor rob him. The wages of him who is hired shall not 
remain with you all night until morning. …. You shall do no perversity in judgment. You 
shall not be partial to the poor, nor honour the person of the mighty. In justice you shall 
judge your neighbour. 

- And True Christianity explains the literal meaning of the commandment against stealing like this: 
- True Christianity §317 

- In the earthly meaning, this commandment literally covers not stealing, robbing, or 
privateering during a time of peace. It generally means not using stealth or pretence of 
any kind to take away someone else’s possessions. It also covers all swindling, and illegal 
ways to profit, earn interest, and collect funds; also fraud in paying taxes and fees and in 
repaying loans.  
Workers transgress against this commandment when they do their work dishonestly and 
deceptively; retailers, when they mislead customers with their merchandise, weighing, 
measuring, and calculations; officers, when they dip into their soldiers’ pay; judges, when 
they tilt their judgments toward friends or relatives, or for bribes or other inducements, 
and thus bias their judgments or investigations and deprive others of goods that belong 
to those others by law. 

- Stealing is taking anything that does not belong to us. 
- However we manage to achieve it—whether by cheating people, or tricking them, or persuading 

them that they have to give you what you want—those are all forms of stealing. 
- It also covers not living up to our part of a deal. 

- If we’ve agreed to do a certain amount of work for a certain amount of money but then we 
don’t—we cut corners, or we don’t put in the hours that we’ve agreed to—then we’re stealing. 

- It’s also about more than just money or time: it’s about stealing the credit for someone else’s good 
work or someone else’s good idea. 

- “He did a good job on that because of my input.” 
- “She’s so disorganised but she pulled it together with my help.” 

- We also can steal people’s sense of autonomy and ability to do things on their own. 
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- Telling people through our words and actions, “You’re not good enough on your own. You need 
me for what you do to be worthwhile.” 

- It’s about acting as though we are better than other people because of what we have. 
- What belongs to me? 

- My time, my attention, my talents, my insights, my creativity, my good work ethic, my 
ability to go with the flow, my goodness, my kindness—any of these qualities we can 
claim as our own and use as reasons why we are better than other people. 

- When really the Lord is the only Source of anything good and so we are stealing from the Lord 
if we claim these things for ourself as reasons why we are better than other people (See Doctrine 
of Life §80). 

- All of those things about stealing can be a mirror that you can use to look at yourself. 
- Are you stealing? 
- Are you taking things that are not yours? 
- You’ll see that the worksheet will start you at Actions & Words and then help you go deeper towards 

what you might do if you wouldn’t get into trouble. 

- You might start to see that there might be a problem. 
- I was still unconvinced at this stage. 

- In the example that I’ve put on the sheet the person is thinking about the music and other 
content they have on their computer that they haven’t paid for. 

- And you can see that they pray to the Lord to help them see if these things really are a problem. 

Step 2: Recognise and Acknowledge Sin 
- This is why we need step 2: Recognising and Acknowledging Sin. 

- Sitting in church, we might get as far as that—we hear about some bad thing and we think, “Maybe 
that’s a problem in my life.”  

- And we feel a bit bad and then we move on because part of us still thinks, “Yeah, but it’s probably not 
a big deal….” 

- These worksheets force you to consider whether or not it’s a big deal in your life. 

- There are a couple of different ways to approach this. 

Definition
- One is to try to honestly evaluate whether what you are doing or have done matches the definitions that the 

Lord uses for the commandments. 
- In this case stealing: does what you’re doing count as taking something that is not yours? 
- Sometimes we can intellectually see if first: “Yes, I can see that people copying movies that they didn’t 

pay for is stealing.” 
- It’s hard to then take personal responsibility and say, “I see that I am stealing when I do this.” 

- Ouch! 
- I don’t know about you but I have a physical sensation in my body. 

- I feel like it hurts in my chest to acknowledge that I have been stealing. 
- Maybe you’ll feel it in the pit of your stomach. 

Would You Be Ashamed for Everyone to Know?
- Another question to ask yourself is “Would I be ashamed if everyone found out what I’m doing?” 

- That might be an indication that some part of you is not actually fully comfortable with what you’re 
doing. 
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Would You Be Upset If Someone Else Were Doing It?
- Another thing that can be helpful to think through is, if you were supervising somebody—at work or in 

some other context—and you found out that they were doing what you are doing, would you be upset? 
- Would you think it was wrong for them to be doing that? 

- If yes, then it’s probably a problem if you do it. 
- But the answer also might be no. 

- It might be that you are not actually stealing. 
- What you are doing might be OK. 
- It might be that you need to focus on some other commandment. 

What If Everybody Did?
- One final way to evaluate whether something you’re doing is a problem is to ask, “What if everybody did 

what I’m doing?” 
- What kind of world would that create? 
- On the example sheet the person writes, “I see that it’s bad for the world when people steal and feel 

like they have the right to take whatever they can get.” 
- We want to be part of creating a better world, not a worse world. 

Accept Responsibility and Confess Your Sin to the Lord
- If you do establish that what you’re doing is a sin, then you’ll see on the sheets that then the next parts of 

that step are to accept responsibility and confess your sin to the Lord. 
- Again, the longer version of the worksheets will walk you through that but it’s just so powerful to go 

through this process. 
- From “It’s not a big deal….” to “Oh, it is a big deal” to “I am responsible for changing this” to 

“Lord, I’ve got a problem and I need Your help.” 

Step 3: Pray to the Lord 
- That leads us on to step 3: Pray to the Lord. 
- We have prayed a couple times in this process but prayer to the Lord is its own step because we will not be 

successful in repenting without really engaging with the Lord about this. 
- It can be scary to talk to the Lord about breaking His commandments. 

- We can feel ashamed or dirty or not good enough. 
- And that’s a big part of why we need to pray to Him. 

- We don’t need to hide from Him; we need to go to Him for help. 
- He’s not here to cast us down; He’s here to lift us up. 

- I love how it’s said in Psalm 103. 
- Psalm 103:10-14 (NKJV, modified) 

- 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
Nor punished us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 
12 As far as the sunrise is from the sunset, 
So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion upon his sons, 
So Jehovah has compassion upon those who fear Him. 
14 For He knows our formation; 
He remembers that we are dust. 

- He knows us; He gets us; He’s on our side and He can and will help us to deal with whatever we’re 
dealing with. 

- So pray to Him about what you’re struggling with. 
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Step 4: Begin a New Life 
- Then the last step is to begin a new life. 
- Again there a couple of parts to doing this, which are clearly laid out in the worksheet. 

Stop Doing It
- Stop doing it. 
- That’s pretty important. 
- And what the longer worksheets do is they walk you through really picturing what stopping doing that bad 

thing would be like—to really visualise it. 
- What do you need to do now and what situations can you anticipate in the future where you would 

need to be ready to handle them differently than you used to? 

And Live a New Life
- Again there’s real value in visualising what it could be like to live in that new way. 
- And the teachings of the New Church say that it’s when we really get into the living that we experience the 

blessings of this new way of life. 
- Sometimes beforehand it just seems like it’s going to be dry and dull and awful—like life will be no 

fun anymore without that sinful thing we like to do. 
- But once we live in a new way then we receive the blessings of that new state. 

- Once I removed all the stolen music from my computer, my life was better. 
- Speaking particularly about stealing we read, 

- Doctrine of Life §§80, 82 
- Insofar as Someone Refrains from Every Form of Stealing as Being a Sin,  

So Far He Loves Honesty …. 
We say that insofar as someone refrains from stealing as being a sin, so far he loves honesty, 
because stealing is also fraud, and fraud and honesty are two opposites. Consequently, insofar as 
someone does not engage in fraud, so far he deals honestly. 

- When we do the work to shun the evil we then gain the opposite positive quality. 
- Think about how great it is to deal with people who have integrity—with people who are sincere, 

people who you know are totally honest and trustworthy and you don’t have to be second-guessing 
what they’re saying or making sure it’s totally accurate, you can just trust. 

- That’s a little experience of heaven. 
- That’s what we get every time somebody repents from stealing. 

- Everybody wins. 

Conclusion 
- People are scared to begin this work. 

- When I’ve talked about it before people want to run away. 
- And I get that and I want to run away sometimes too. 

- But I promise you that life is better on the other side of this process. 
- You can change; you can repent because of the Lord and when you do, then the Lord can make 

things so much better. 
- Ezekiel 33:15-16 (NKJV, modified) 

- 15 [I]f the wicked person restores the pledge, gives back what he has stolen, and walks in 
the statutes of life without committing iniquity, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16 
None of his sins which he has committed shall be remembered against him; he has done 
what is lawful and right; he shall surely live. 

- Amen. 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Prayers 

Opening Prayer 
Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we need You to save us from ourselves. Help us to see ourselves honestly. 
Help us to see where we need to change. And help us to see that You can help us and we can change. Amen.  

Children’s Talk Prayer 
Lord, thank You for not giving up on us when we mess up and for coming to save us when we’re lost. Help us 
want to do the right thing when we figure out that we have done what’s wrong. Amen. 

Closing Prayer 
Lord, we need You to be our Redeemer and our Saviour. Give us the courage to see how much we need Your 
help. Help us to hear You calling us to repentance. Help us to believe that You will lead us through every step 
of the process and will also lead us to a better life on the other side. Amen. 
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