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Chapter 5

The Catechism, or Ten Commandments,
Explained in Both Its Outer and Its Inner Meanings

282 EVERY nation on the face of the earth knows that it is evil to murder,
to commit adultery, to steal, and to bear false witness, and knows

that any country, state, or civilized society that did not forbid these evils
would be doomed. No one thinks the Israelite nation was stupider than
other nations and did not know these things were evils. Anyone might be
amazed, then, that these laws, universally recognized on earth as they are,
were delivered on Mount Sinai in such a miraculous way by Jehovah
himself. 

I have been told, though, that they were delivered in this miraculous
way so that people would know that these laws are not only civil and
moral laws but divine laws as well. Therefore to act against them would
be not only doing something evil to our neighbor (meaning our fellow
citizen and our community) but also sinning against God. When they
were delivered by Jehovah on Mount Sinai, therefore, these laws became
laws of religion as well. It should be obvious that whatever Jehovah com-
mands, he commands as an aspect of religion; therefore his commands
are something we need to follow for the sake of our salvation. Before I
explain the Commandments, though, I will give a prefatory statement
about their holiness, to show that they have religious import. 

The Ten Commandments Were the Holiest Thing
in the Israelite Church

283 The Ten Commandments are the most important thing in the Word. As
a result, they were the most important thing in the church that was
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established in the Israelite nation. In a brief encapsulation they included
all the elements of religion that provide for God’s connection to us and
our connection to God. Therefore the Ten Commandments were the
holiest thing of all. 

The following points show that the Ten Commandments were the
holiest thing: Jehovah the Lord himself, together with angels, came
down on Mount Sinai in fire and delivered the Ten Commandments by
direct speech. The mountain was fenced all around so that no one
would approach and die. Not even the priests or the elders were allowed
to approach; only Moses. The commandments were written on two
tablets of stone by the finger of God. When Moses carried the tablets
down for the second time, his face was glowing.

Afterward, the tablets were stored in an ark that was at the heart of
the tabernacle. There was a mercy seat on top of the ark with angel
guardians made of gold over it. The inmost area in the tabernacle, where
the ark was placed, was called the most holy place. Outside the veil
behind which the ark stood there were several things that represented
holy things in heaven and the church: a table overlaid with gold that had
the showbread on it, a golden altar for burning incense, and a golden
lampstand with seven lamps. There was also a curtain around the taber-
nacle made out of [threads of ] fine linen and of purple and scarlet [yarn].
The holiness of the whole tabernacle came from no other source than the
law that was inside the ark. 

Because of the holiness of the tabernacle that came from the law in
the ark, the entire Israelite population camped around the tabernacle,
tribe by tribe, in an arrangement that was given by command. When
they traveled, the tribes moved in a specific sequence behind the ark, and
there was a cloud over the ark by day and a fire by night. 

Because of the holiness of this law and Jehovah’s presence in it, Jehovah
spoke to Moses from over the mercy seat between the angel guardians. In
fact, the ark was called “Jehovah” there. Aaron was not allowed inside the
veil unless he offered sacrifices and burned incense, or else he would die. 

Because of Jehovah’s presence in this law and surrounding it, the ark
containing the law performed miracles. For example, the waters of the
Jordan were split apart, and as long as the ark was resting in the middle of
the riverbed the people crossed on dry land. When the ark was carried
around the walls of Jericho, the walls fell. Dagon, an idol of the
Philistines, at first fell face down before the ark. Later, Dagon lay decapi-
tated with the palms of its hands across the threshold of the shrine.
Because of the ark, as many as several thousand inhabitants of Beth
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Shemesh were struck down. Uzza died because he touched the ark.
David brought the ark back into Zion with sacrifices and shouts of tri-
umph. Later on Solomon brought the ark into the Temple in Jerusalem
where he had made a sanctuary for it; and so on. All these things make it
clear that the Ten Commandments were the holiest thing in the Israelite
church. 

284 The points just made about the delivery, holiness, and power of this
law are found in the following passages in the Word: Jehovah came down
on Mount Sinai in fire, and then the mountain smoked and quaked, and
there was much thunder and lightning, a thick cloud, and the sound of a
trumpet (Exodus 19:16–18; Deuteronomy 4:11; 5:22–26). Before Jehovah
came down, the people prepared and sanctified themselves for three days
(Exodus 19:10, 11, 15). The mountain was fenced all around to prevent
anyone from dying as a result of approaching it. Not even priests went
up; only Moses (Exodus 19:12, 13, 20–23; 24:1, 2). The law was delivered
on Mount Sinai (Exodus 20:2–14; Deuteronomy 5:6–21). The law was
engraved on two tablets of stone and was written by the finger of God
(Exodus 31:18; 32:15, 16; Deuteronomy 9:10). When Moses carried the
tablets down the mountain for the second time, his face was glowing so
much that he covered it with a veil while he was speaking to the people
(Exodus 34:29–35). The tablets were stored in the ark (Exodus 25:16;
40:20; Deuteronomy 10:5; 1 Kings 8:9). The mercy seat was placed on
top of the ark, and angel guardians made of gold were placed on top of
the mercy seat (Exodus 25:17–21). The ark with its mercy seat and angel
guardians was put in the tabernacle and constituted the primary and
inmost part of it. The table covered with gold for the showbread, the
golden altar for incense, and the golden lampstand with its lamps consti-
tuted an outer part of the tabernacle. The ten curtains made of [threads
of ] fine linen and of purple and scarlet [yarn] constituted the taberna-
cle’s outermost part (Exodus 25:1–40; 26:1–37; 40:17–28). The place
where the ark was kept was called the most holy place (Exodus 26:33).
The entire Israelite population camped around the tabernacle tribe by
tribe in a specific arrangement and traveled in a specific sequence behind
it (Numbers 2:1–34). At those times there was a cloud over the tabernacle
by day and a fire by night (Exodus 40:38; Numbers 9:15, 16–23; 14:14;
Deuteronomy 1:33). Jehovah spoke to Moses from a place on top of the
ark between the angel guardians (Exodus 25:22; Numbers 7:89). Because
of the law that was inside it, the ark was called “Jehovah” there. When
the ark would set out, Moses would say, “Arise, Jehovah.” When it would
rest, he would say, “Return, Jehovah” (Numbers 10:35, 36; also 2 Samuel
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6:2; Psalms 132:7, 8). Due to the holiness of this law, Aaron was not
allowed to go behind the veil unless he offered sacrifices and burned
incense (Leviticus 16:2–14 and following). The waters of the Jordan river
were split by the presence of the Lord’s power in the law that was inside
the ark; and as long as the ark was resting in the middle of the riverbed,
the people crossed on dry land (Joshua 3:1–17; 4:5–20). When the ark was
carried around the walls of Jericho, they fell down (Joshua 6:1–20).
Dagon, an idol of the Philistines, fell to the ground in front of the ark, and
afterward lay on the threshold of the shrine decapitated, with the palms of
its hands cut off (1 Samuel 5). Because of the ark, as many as several thou-
sand inhabitants of Beth Shemesh were struck down (1 Samuel 5 and 6).
Uzza died because he touched the ark (2 Samuel 6:7). David brought the
ark back into Zion with sacrifices and shouts of triumph (2 Samuel
6:1–19). Solomon brought the ark into the Temple in Jerusalem where he
had made a sanctuary for it (1 Kings 6:19 and following; 8:3–9). 

285Since this law provides for the Lord’s partnership with us and our
partnership with the Lord, it is called the covenant and the testimony. It is
called the covenant because it provides for partnership; it is called the tes-
timony because it confirms the agreements in the covenant. In the Word
a “covenant” means a partnership and “testimony” means something con-
firming and witnessing to its agreements. This is why there were two
tablets, one for God and one for us. The partnership comes from the
Lord, but it comes when we do the things that have been written on our
tablet. The Lord is constantly present and wanting to come in, but we
have to use the freedom we have been given by the Lord to open the
door. He says, “Behold! I am standing at the door and knocking. If any
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and will dine with them
and they with me” (Revelation 3:20). 

The stone tablets on which the law was engraved were called the
tablets of the covenant. Because of them the ark was called the ark of the
covenant and the law itself was called the covenant (see Numbers 10:33;
Deuteronomy 4:13, 23; 5:2, 3; 9:9; Joshua 3:11; 1 Kings 8:21; Revelation
11:19; and elsewhere). 

Because “covenant” means partnership, it is said of the Lord that he
will be “a covenant for the people” (Isaiah 42:6; 49:9). He is also called
the angel or messenger of the covenant (Malachi 3:1), and his blood is
called the blood of the covenant (Matthew 26:28; Zechariah 9:11; Exodus
24:4–10). This is why the Word is called the Old Covenant and the New
Covenant. Covenants are made for love, friendship, association, and
partnership. 
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286 There was tremendous holiness and power in this law because it is a
synopsis of all the elements of religion. It was engraved on two tablets,
one of which contains a synopsis of all things related to God, and the
other, a synopsis of all things related to us. For this reason the command-
ments of this law are called the ten words (Exodus 34:28; Deuteronomy
4:13; 10:4). They are called this because “ten” means all and “words” mean
truths. Of course, they contained more than ten words. For an explana-
tion that “ten” means all, and that tithes were established because of that
meaning, see Revelation Unveiled 101; on the point that this law is a syn-
opsis of all aspects of religion, see below [§289]. 

In Their Literal Meaning, the Ten Commandments
Contain General Principles to Be Taught and Lived;

in Their Spiritual and Heavenly Meanings,
They Contain Absolutely Everything

287 It is generally recognized that the Ten Commandments in the Word are
called the law in a supreme sense because they contain all the princi-
ples to be taught and lived. They contain not only all the principles
related to God but also all the principles related to us. For this reason
this law was engraved on two tablets, one of which relates to God and
the other to us. 

It is also generally recognized that all the principles to be taught and
lived come down to loving God and loving our neighbor. The Ten Com-
mandments contain all the teachings about these two kinds of love. The
entire Word teaches nothing else, as the Lord’s words make clear: 

Jesus said, “You are to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.
The Law and the Prophets hinge on these two commandments.”
(Matthew 22:37–40)

“The Law and the Prophets” means the entire Word. 
Further, 

A lawyer tested Jesus by saying, “Master, what should I do to inherit
eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “What has been written in the law?
How do you read it?” He replied, “You are to love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with
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all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And Jesus said, “Do this
and you will live.” (Luke 10:25–28)

Because everything in the Word is about loving God and loving our
neighbor, and the first tablet of the Ten Commandments contains a sum-
mary of everything about loving God while the second tablet contains a
summary of everything about loving our neighbor, it follows that the Ten
Commandments contain everything to be taught and lived. 

If you visualize the two tablets, it is clear how they are connected.
God looks at us from his tablet and we look at God from ours. The two
tablets are therefore turned toward each other. On God’s side it never
fails that he is looking at us and doing what has to be done for our salva-
tion. If we accept and do the things on our tablet, a reciprocal partner-
ship [with God] develops. What happens to us then is indicated by the
Lord’s words to the lawyer: “Do this and you will live.” 

288The Word often mentions “the law.” I will now say what that means
in a narrow sense, in a broader sense, and in the broadest sense. In a nar-
row sense, “the law” means the Ten Commandments. In a broader sense,
“the law” means the rules that Moses gave to the children of Israel. In the
broadest sense, “the law” means the entire Word. 

People know that in a narrow sense “the law” means the Ten Com-
mandments.

In a broader sense, “the law” means the rules that Moses gave to the chil-
dren of Israel. This becomes clear from the individual rules laid out in
Exodus—they are called “the law”: 

This is the law of the trespass offering. (Leviticus 7:1)

This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings. (Leviticus 7:11)

This is the law of the grain offering. (Leviticus 6:14 and following)

This is the law of the burnt offering, the grain offering, the sacrifices
for sin and guilt, and the consecrations. (Leviticus 7:37)

This is the law of the animals and the birds. (Leviticus 11:46 and fol-
lowing)

This is the law for a woman who has given birth to a son or a daughter.
(Leviticus 12:7)

This is the law of leprosy. (Leviticus 13:59; 14:2, 32, 54, 57)

This is the law for someone who has a discharge. (Leviticus 15:32)
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This is the law of jealousy. (Numbers 5:29, 30)

This is the law of the Nazirite. (Numbers 6:13, 21)

This is the law of cleansing. (Numbers 19:14)

This is the law of the red heifer. (Numbers 19:2)

[This is] the law for a king. (Deuteronomy 17:15–19)

In fact, the entire five books of Moses are called “the Law” (Deuteron-
omy 31:9, 11, 12, 26). They are called this in the New Testament as well
(Luke 2:22; 24:44; John 1:45; 7:22, 23; 8:5; and elsewhere). 

When Paul says, “We are justified by faith apart from the works of
the Law” (Romans 3:28), by “the works of the Law” he means the rules
just mentioned. This is clear from the words that follow this passage in
Romans, as well as from Paul’s words to Peter chiding him for making
others follow Jewish religious practices. In the latter context, Paul says
three times in one verse, “No one is justified by the works of the Law”
(Galatians 2:14, 16). 

In the broadest sense, “the law” means the entire Word. This is clear from
the following passages: “Jesus said, ‘Is it not written in your law, “You are
gods”?’” (John 10:34, referring to something written in Psalms 82:6). “The
crowd answered, ‘We have heard from the law that Christ remains forever’”
(John 12:34, referring to something written in Psalms 89:29; 110:4; and
Daniel 7:14). “This was to fulfill the Word that was written in their law,
‘They hated me for no reason’” (John 15:25, referring to something written
in Psalms 35:19). “The Pharisees said, ‘Do any of the rulers believe in him?
But the crowd does, who do not know the law’” (John 7:48, 49). “It is eas-
ier for heaven and earth to pass away than for the tip of one letter of the law
to fall” (Luke 16:17). In these passages, “the law” means the entire Sacred
Scripture. There are a thousand passages like this in [the Psalms of ] David. 

289 In their spiritual and heavenly meanings, the Ten Commandments
contain absolutely all the instructions to be taught and lived—all aspects of
faith and goodwill. This is because each and every thing on both a large
and a small scale in the Word’s literal meaning conceals two inner mean-
ings. One inner meaning is called spiritual, and the other, heavenly. Divine
truth exists in its own light and divine goodness exists in its own warmth
within these meanings. Because the Word has these characteristics as a
whole and in each of its parts, the Ten Commandments need to be
explained in all three meanings, called the earthly meaning, the spiritual

358 TRUE CHRISTIANITY §288



meaning, and the heavenly meaning. You can see that this is the nature of
the Word from the things I have shown above in the chapter on Sacred
Scripture, or the Word, §§193–208. 

290If people were not told what the Word is like, none of them could
have any idea that there is an infinity in the Word’s least details, meaning
that it contains things beyond number that not even the angels could
ever fully draw out. Everything in it is comparable to a seed that has the
capability of growing out of the ground to become a huge tree, which
produces a tremendous number of seeds that are capable in turn of pro-
ducing similar trees that together make up a whole grove, whose seeds in
turn lead to many groves, and so on to infinity. This is the nature of the
Lord’s Word on a detailed level; it is especially true of the Ten Com-
mandments. Because they teach love for God and love for our neighbor,
they are a brief synopsis of the entire Word. 

In fact, the Lord used a similar analogy to explain that this is the
nature of the Word: 

The kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in a field. It is the least of all seeds, but when it has grown, it
is bigger than all other plants and becomes a tree so that the birds of
the air come and nest in its branches. (Matthew 13:31, 32; Mark 4:31, 32;
Luke 13:18, 19; compare also Ezekiel 17:2–8)

If you think about angelic wisdom, you can see that the Word has
this infinity of spiritual seeds, or truths. All angelic wisdom comes from
the Word and grows inside the angels to eternity. The wiser they become,
the more clearly they see that wisdom has no end, and the more clearly
they perceive that they themselves are only in its front hall; they could
never in the least touch the Lord’s divine wisdom, which they call a bot-
tomless depth. Since the Word comes from this bottomless depth, in that
it is from the Lord, clearly all its parts have a kind of infinity. 

The First Commandment

There Is to Be No Other God before My Face

291These are the words of the first commandment (Exodus 20:3; Deuteron-
omy 5:7). In their earthly meaning, which is their literal meaning, the
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most accessible sense is that we must not worship idols; for it goes on
to say, 

You are not to make yourself a sculpture or any form that is in the
heavens above or the earth below or in the waters under the earth. You
are not to bow yourself down to them, and you are not to worship
them, because I, Jehovah your God, am a jealous God. (Exodus 20:4, 5)

The most accessible meaning of this commandment is that we must
not worship idols, because before the time [when this commandment was
given] and after it right up to the coming of the Lord much of the Middle
East had idolatrous worship. What caused the idolatrous worship was
that all the churches before the Lord came were symbolic and emblem-
atic. Their symbols and emblems were designed to present divine attrib-
utes in different forms and sculpted shapes. When the meanings of these
forms were lost, common people began worshiping the forms as gods. 

The Israelite nation had this kind of worship in Egypt, as you can see
from the golden calf that they worshiped in the wilderness instead of
worshiping Jehovah. That type of worship never became foreign to them,
as you can see from many passages in both the historical and the prophet-
ical parts of the Word. 

292 This commandment, “There is to be no other God before my face,”
also has an earthly meaning that we must not worship any person, dead
or alive, as a god. Worshiping people as gods was another practice in
the Middle East and in various surrounding areas. The many gods of
the nations there were of this type, such as Baal, Ashtoreth, Chemosh,
Milcom, and Beelzebub. In Athens and Rome there were Saturn,
Jupiter, Neptune, Pluto, Apollo, Athena, and so on. People worshiped
some of these at first as holy people, then as supernatural beings, and
finally as gods. The fact that these nations also worshiped living people
as gods can be seen from the edict of Darius the Mede that for a thirty-
day period no one was to ask anything of God, only of the king, or be
thrown into the lions’ den (Daniel 6:8–28). 

293 In the earthly meaning, which is the literal meaning, the first com-
mandment also entails that we are to love above all else no one except God
and nothing except what comes from God. This also accords with the
Lord’s words (Matthew 22:37–39; Luke 10:25–28). Someone we love above
all else is a god to us; and something we love above all else is divine to us.
For example, if we love ourselves above all else, or if we love the world above
all else, to us we ourselves are our god, or else the world is. This explains
why under these circumstances we do not believe at heart in any god;
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because of this we are connected to people like ourselves in hell, where all
are gathered who have loved themselves or the world above all else. 

294The spiritual meaning of this commandment is that we must worship
no other God except the Lord Jesus Christ, because he is Jehovah, and he
came into the world and brought about redemption. If he had not done
so, not one person and not one angel could have been saved. 

It is clear from the following passages in the Word that there is no
other God except him: 

It will be said in that day, “Behold, this is our God. We have waited for
him to free us. This is Jehovah whom we have waited for. Let us rejoice
and be glad in his salvation.” (Isaiah 25:9)

The voice of one crying in the desert, “Prepare a way for Jehovah; make
a level pathway in the solitude for our God. For the glory of Jehovah
will be revealed, and all flesh will see it together. Behold, the Lord
Jehovih is coming with strength; like a shepherd he will feed his flock.”
(Isaiah 40:3, 5, 11)

“The only God is among you; there is no other God.” Surely you are
the God who was hidden, O God the Savior of Israel. (Isaiah 45:14, 15)

Am not I Jehovah? There is no other God except me. I am a just God,
and there is no Savior except me. (Isaiah 45:21, 22)

I am Jehovah, and there is no Savior except me. (Isaiah 43:11; Hosea 13:4)

So that all flesh may know that I, Jehovah, am your Savior and your
Redeemer. (Isaiah 49:26; 60:16)

As for our Redeemer, Jehovah Sabaoth is his name. (Isaiah 47:4; Jeremiah
50:34)

Jehovah, my rock and my Redeemer. (Psalms 19:14)

Thus says Jehovah, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am Jehovah,
your God.” (Isaiah 48:17; 43:14; 49:7; 54:8)

Thus said Jehovah, your Redeemer: “I, Jehovah, am the maker of all
things. I alone [stretch out the heavens. I extend the earth] by myself.”
(Isaiah 44:24)

Thus said Jehovah, the King of Israel and its Redeemer, Jehovah
Sabaoth: “I am the First and the Last, and there is no God except me.”
(Isaiah 44:6)
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Jehovah Sabaoth is his name, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. He
will be called God of all the earth. (Isaiah 54:5)

Abraham did not know us and Israel did not acknowledge us. You,
Jehovah, are our Father; our Redeemer from everlasting is your name.
(Isaiah 63:16)

A Child is born to us; a Son is given to us. His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, God, Hero, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6)

Behold, the days are coming when I will raise up for David a righteous
offshoot who will reign as king; and this is his name: Jehovah is our Jus-
tice. (Jeremiah 23:5–6; 33:15–16)

Philip said to Jesus, “Show us the Father.” Jesus said to him, “Those
who see me see the Father. Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me?” (John 14:8, 9, 10)

All the fullness of divinity dwells physically in Jesus Christ. (Colos-
sians 2:9)

We are in the truth in Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
Little children, keep yourselves away from idols. (1 John 5:20, 21)

These passages make it very clear that the Lord our Savior is Jehovah
himself, who is the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Regenerator in one.
This is the spiritual meaning of this commandment. 

295 The heavenly meaning of this commandment is that the Lord Jehovah
is infinite, immeasurable, and eternal; and omnipotent, omniscient, and
omnipresent. He is the First and the Last; the Beginning and the End;
the One who was, is, and will be. He is love itself and wisdom itself, or
goodness itself and truth itself. Therefore he is life itself. He is the sole
being; all things come from him. 

296 All people who acknowledge and worship another god besides the
Lord the Savior Jesus Christ, who is Jehovah God himself in human form,
sin against this first commandment. So do all those who convince them-
selves that there are three actually existing divine persons from eternity. As
these people reinforce themselves in this mistake, they become more and
more earthly and mindless. They cannot inwardly comprehend any
divine truth. If they hear and accept divine truth, they nonetheless pollute
it and wrap it in mistaken ideas. For this reason they can be compared to
people who live on the lowest or underground level of a house—they do
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not hear any of the conversation of people on the second or third floors,
because the ceiling over their heads stops the sound from getting through. 

[2] The human mind is like a three-story house that contains people
on the bottom floor who have convinced themselves that there have been
three gods from eternity, while on the second and third floors there are
people who acknowledge and believe in one God in a human form that
can be seen—the Lord God the Savior. 

People who are mindlessly physical and utterly earthly are actually
complete animals; the only thing that differentiates them from true brute
animals is their ability to speak and to make false inferences. They are
like someone who lives at a zoo where there are wild animals of every
kind, who plays the lion one day, the bear the next, the tiger the next, the
leopard or the wolf the next, and could play a sheep but would be laugh-
ing inside. 

[3] People who are merely earthly think about divine truths only on the
basis of worldly phenomena and the mistaken impressions of their own
senses. They cannot lift their minds above them. As a result, their body of
religious teaching could be compared to a soup made of chaff that they eat
as if it were the finest cuisine. Or their body of teaching could be compared
to the loaf of bread and the cakes that Ezekiel the prophet was commanded
to mix from wheat, barley, beans, lentils, spelt, and human excrement or
cow dung in order to represent what the church was like in the Israelite
nation (Ezekiel 4:9 and following). It is the same with the body of teaching
of a church that is founded and built on the idea of three divine persons
from eternity, each of whom is individually god. 

[4] By picturing it mentally as it truly is, anyone can see the hideous
wrongness of this faith. It is like three people standing next to each other
in a row: the first person is distinguished by a crown and a scepter; the
second person’s right hand is holding a book, which is the Word, while
his left hand holds a golden cross spattered in blood; and the third per-
son has wings strapped on and stands on one foot in an effort to fly off
and take action. Over the three there is an inscription: These three people,
each of whom is a god, are one God. Any wise man would see this picture
and say to himself, “That’s ridiculously unrealistic!” 

He would say something very different if he saw a picture of one
divine person whose head was surrounded with rays of heavenly light,
with the inscription: This is our God—our Creator, Redeemer, and Regen-
erator in one, and therefore our Savior. He would kiss this picture and take
it home next to his heart, and when he and his wife and their children
and servants would look at it they would feel uplifted. 
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The Second Commandment

You Are Not to Take the Name of Jehovah Your God
in Vain, Because Jehovah Will Not Hold Guiltless

Someone Who Takes His Name in Vain

297 In its earthly meaning, which is the literal meaning, taking the name of
Jehovah God in vain includes abusing his name in various types of talk-
ing, especially in lies and deceptions, in swearing and oath-taking for no
reason or to avoid blame; and using his name with evil intent, which is
cursing, or in sorcery and magic spells. 

To swear by God or by his holiness, by the Word or by the Gospel
during coronations, inaugurations into the priesthood, and confirma-
tions of faith is not taking God’s name in vain, unless the people who
take the oath later reject their promises as impossible or pointless. 

Furthermore, because it is holiness itself, the name of God is used
constantly in the sacred activities of the church, such as in prayers,
hymns, and all aspects of worship, as well as in sermons and books on
church-related topics. The reason is that God is in every aspect of reli-
gion. When he is ritually called forth by his name, he is present and
hears. In these activities the name of God is kept holy. 

The name of Jehovah God is intrinsically holy, as you can see by the fact
that after their earliest times the Jews did not dare, nor do they now dare, to
say the name Jehovah. Out of respect for the Jews, the Gospel writers and
apostles did not want to say the name either. Instead of “Jehovah” they said
“the Lord,” as you can see from passages from the Old Testament that are
quoted in the New Testament but use “the Lord” instead of “Jehovah,” such
as Matthew 22:37 and Luke 10:27 that quote Deuteronomy 6:5, and so on. 

The name of Jesus is also holy, as people generally know because the
apostle said that at that name knees bend and should bend in heaven and
on earth [Philippians 2:10]. For another thing, no devil in hell can pro-
nounce the name Jesus. 

There are many names for God that are not to be taken in vain:
Jehovah, Jehovah God, Jehovah Sabaoth, the Holy One of Israel, Jesus,
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 

298 In the spiritual meaning, the name of God stands for everything that
the church teaches on the basis of the Word—everything through which
the Lord is called on and worshiped. Taken together, all these are names
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for God. Taking God’s name in vain, then, means misusing any of these
things for idle chatter, lies, deceptions, curses, sorcery, or magic spells.
This too is abusing and blaspheming God, and therefore his name.

From the following passages you can see that the Word and anything
from it that is used in the church or in any worship is God’s name: 

From the rising of the sun my name will be invoked. (Isaiah 41:25)

From the rising of the sun to the setting of it, great is my name among
the nations. In every place incense is offered to my name. But you des-
ecrate my name when you say, “Jehovah’s table is defiled.” And you
sneeze at my name when you bring offerings that are stolen, lame, and
sick. (Malachi 1:11, 12, 13)

All peoples walk in the name of their God; we walk in the name of
Jehovah our God. (Micah 4:5)

They are to worship Jehovah in one place, the place where he will put
his name (Deuteronomy 12:5, 11, 13, 14, 18; 16:2, 6, 11, 15, 16),

that is, where Jehovah will locate their worship of him. 

Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am
there in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20)

As many as received him, he gave them power to be children of God, if
they believed in his name. (John 1:12)

Those who do not believe have already been judged because they have
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:18)

Those who believe will have life in his name. (John 20:31)

Jesus said, “I have revealed your name to people and have made your
name known to them.” (John 17:26)

The Lord said, “You have a few names in Sardis.” (Revelation 3:4)

There are also many passages similar to these in which the name of
God means the divine quality which radiates from God and through
which he is worshiped. 

The name of Jesus Christ, however, means everything related to his
redeeming humankind and everything related to his teaching, and there-
fore everything through which he saves. “Jesus” means all his efforts to
save the human race through redemption; “Christ” means all his efforts
to save the human race through teaching.
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299 In the heavenly meaning, taking the Lord’s name in vain parallels
what the Lord said to the Pharisees: 

All sin and blasphemy is forgiven people, but blasphemy of the Spirit is
not forgiven. (Matthew 12:31, 32)

“Blasphemy of the Spirit” means blasphemy against the divinity of the
Lord’s human manifestation and against the holiness of the Word. 

In the highest or heavenly meaning, the “name of Jehovah God”
stands for the Lord’s divine-human manifestation, as the following pas-
sages make clear: 

Jesus said, “Father, glorify your name.” And a voice came out of heaven that
said, “I both have glorified it and will glorify it again.” (John 12:27, 28)

Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, so that the Father is glorified
in the Son. If you ask anything in my name, I will do it. (John 14:13, 14)

In the heavenly sense the phrase in the Lord’s prayer “Your name must be
kept holy” [Matthew 6:9] has the same meaning, as does the word
“name” in Exodus 23:21 and Isaiah 63:16. 

Since Matthew 12:31 and 32 says that “blasphemy of the Spirit” is not
forgiven us, and this is what the heavenly meaning refers to, for this reason
the following phrase is added to this commandment: “because Jehovah
will not hold guiltless someone who takes his name in vain.”

300 The nature of names in the spiritual world makes it clear that some-
one’s “name” does not mean her or his name alone but also her or his full
nature. In that world, people all stop using the names they were given in
baptism in this world and the names they received from their parents or
their family. All there are named for what they are like. Angels get a name
that indicates the moral and spiritual life they have. In fact, the Lord was
referring to angels in the following passage: 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The sheep hear the shepherd’s voice
and he calls his sheep by name and leads them out.” (John 10:3, 11)

The same holds true in the following passage: 

I have a few names in Sardis who have not defiled their clothes. Upon
the person who conquers I will write the name of the city New
Jerusalem and my new name. (Revelation 3:4, 12)

“Gabriel” and “Michael” are not the names of two people in heaven—
these names mean all the angels in heaven who have wisdom about the
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Lord and who worship him. The names of people and places in the Word
do not mean people and places either; they mean aspects of the church. 

Even in our world a “name” means more than just a name—it also
means what someone is like. People’s natures get attached to their names.
We often say, “They’re doing it for their name” or “to make a name for
themselves.” “Those are big names” means that those people are famous
for characteristics they possess, such as creativity, scholarship, achieve-
ments, or the like. 

It is common knowledge that people who insult or libel other peo-
ple’s names are in fact insulting or libeling the actions of the other
people’s lives. The two are conceptually linked. Such attacks ruin the
reputation of people’s names. Likewise, someone who says the name of
a monarch, a duke, or a great person with disrespect also dishonors the
person’s majesty and dignity. It is equally true that someone who men-
tions anyone’s name with a tone of contempt also disparages the deeds
of that person’s life—this applies to everyone. Every country has laws
that forbid us to abuse, attack, or insult anyone’s name (meaning any-
one’s nature and reputation). 

The Third Commandment

Remember the Sabbath Day in Order to Keep It Holy;
for Six Days You Will Labor and Do All Your Work,

but the Seventh Day Is the Sabbath for Jehovah Your God

301This is the third commandment, as you can see in Exodus 20:8, 9, 10;
and Deuteronomy 5:12, 13, 14. In the earthly meaning, which is the literal
meaning, it indicates that there are six days that belong to us and our
labors, and a seventh day that belongs to the Lord and to the peaceful
rest that he gives us. In the original language “Sabbath” means rest. 

The Sabbath was the holiest thing among the children of Israel
because it represented the Lord. The six days represented his labors and
battles with the hells. The seventh day represented his victory over the
hells and the resulting rest. That day was holiness itself because it repre-
sented the completion of the Lord’s entire redemption.

When the Lord came into the world, however, and therefore symbols
representing him were no longer needed, the Sabbath day was turned
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into a day for instruction in divine things, for rest from labors, for medi-
tating on things related to salvation and eternal life, and for loving our
neighbor. 

It is clear that the Sabbath became a day for instruction in divine
things, because the Lord taught on the Sabbath day in the Temple and in
synagogues (Mark 6:2; Luke 4:16, 31, 32; 13:10). On the Sabbath the Lord
also said to a healed person, “Take up your bed and walk”; and he told
the Pharisees that it was acceptable for the disciples to pick ears of corn
and eat them on the Sabbath day (Matthew 12:1–9; Mark 2:23–28; Luke
6:1–6; John 5:9–19). In the spiritual meaning, these details all stand for
being instructed in religious teachings. 

The fact that the Sabbath day turned into a day for loving our neigh-
bor is clear from the Lord’s practice and teaching (Matthew 12:10–14; Mark
3:1–9; Luke 6:6–12; 13:10–18; 14:1–7; John 5:9–19; 7:22, 23; 9:14, 16). 

All these passages make it clear why the Lord said that he was in fact
the Lord of the Sabbath (Matthew 12:8; Mark 2:28; Luke 6:5). It follows
from this saying of his that [before he came] the Sabbath day used to rep-
resent him. 

302 In the spiritual meaning, this commandment refers to our being
reformed and regenerated by the Lord. The six days of labor mean battling
against the flesh and its cravings and also against the evils and falsities that
are in us from hell. The seventh day means our becoming connected to
the Lord and our being regenerated as a result. As long as this battle con-
tinues, we have spiritual labor; but when we have been regenerated, we
rest. This will become clear from the points that will be made below in the
chapter on reformation and regeneration [§§571–625]—especially the fol-
lowing points that are discussed there: (1) Regeneration progresses analo-
gously to the way we are conceived, carried in the womb, born, and brought
up. (2) The first phase in our being generated anew is called “reformation”; it
has to do with our intellect. The second phase is called “regeneration”; it has to
do with our will and then our intellect. (3) Our inner self has to be reformed
first. Our outer self is then reformed through our inner self. (4) Then a battle
develops between our inner and outer self. Whichever self wins, it will control
the other. (5) When we have been regenerated, we have a new will and a new
intellect. And so on. 

In the spiritual meaning, this commandment refers to our reformation
and regeneration because these processes parallel the Lord’s labors and bat-
tles against the hells, his victory over them, and then rest. The way he glo-
rified his human manifestation and made it divine is the same way he
reforms and regenerates us and makes us spiritual. This is what is meant
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by following him. The battles of the Lord are called labors, and were
labors, as is clear from Isaiah 53 and 63. Similar things are called labors in
us (Isaiah 65:23; Revelation 2:2, 3). 

303In the heavenly meaning this commandment refers to connecting to
the Lord and having peace as a result, because we are then safe from hell.
The Sabbath means “rest,” and in the highest sense “peace.” For this rea-
son the Lord is called “the Prince of Peace,” and also calls himself peace.
See the following passages: 

A Child is born to us; a Son is given to us. Authority will rest on his
shoulder, and his name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, God,
Hero, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the
increase of his government and peace. (Isaiah 9:6, 7)

Jesus said, “Peace I leave to you. My peace I give to you.” (John 14:27)

Jesus said, “I have spoken these things so that you may have peace in
me.” (John 16:33)

How pleasant on the mountains are the feet of the One proclaiming
and making us hear peace, saying, “Your king reigns.” (Isaiah 52:7)

Jehovah will redeem my soul in peace. (Psalms 55:18)

The work of Jehovah is peace; the labor of justice is rest and safety forever so
that they may live in a dwelling of peace, in tents of safety, and in tranquil
rest. (Isaiah 32:17, 18)

Jesus said to the seventy whom he sent out, 

Whatever home you come into, first say, “The peace of the Lord,” and if
the people are children of peace then your peace will rest on them. (Luke
10:5, 6; Matthew 10:12, 13, 14)

Jehovah will speak peace to his people; justice and peace will kiss each
other. (Psalms 85:8, 10)

When the Lord himself appeared to the disciples he said, 

Peace to you. (John 20:19, 21, 26)

Isaiah 65 and 66 and other passages treat further the state of peace that
people can come into with the Lord’s help. The people to be accepted into
the new church that the Lord is now establishing are going to come into
this peace. (For the essence of the peace that the angels of heaven and
those who are in the Lord have, see the work Heaven and Hell 284–290.
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These sections also make it clear why the Lord calls himself the Lord of
the Sabbath, that is, the Lord of rest and peace.) 

304 Heavenly peace is peace in relation to the hells—a peace because evils
and falsities will not rise up from there and break in. Heavenly peace can
be compared in many ways to earthly peace. For example, it can be com-
pared to the peace after wars when all are living in safety from their ene-
mies, protected in their own city, in their house, with their own land and
garden. It is as the prophet says, who speaks of heavenly peace in earthly
language: 

They will each sit under their own vine and their own fig tree; no one
will frighten them. (Micah 4:4; Isaiah 65:21, 22, 23)

Heavenly peace can be compared to rest and recreation for the mind after
working extremely hard, or to a mother’s consolation after giving birth,
when her instinctive parental love unveils its pleasures. It can be com-
pared to the serenity after storms, black clouds, and thunder; or to the
spring that follows a severe winter, with the uplifting effect of seedlings
in the fields and blossoms in the gardens, meadows, and woods; or to the
state of mind felt by survivors of storms or hostilities at sea who reach
port and set their feet on longed-for solid ground. 

The Fourth Commandment

Honor Your Father and Your Mother
So That Your Days Will Be Prolonged
and It Will Be Well with You on Earth

305 This commandment reads this way in Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy
5:16. Honoring your father and your mother in the earthly meaning,
which is the literal meaning, includes honoring our parents, obeying
them, being devoted to them, and thanking them for the benefits they
have given us—for feeding and clothing us, introducing us into the
world so that we may become civil and moral people within it, and intro-
ducing us into heaven through religious instruction. In this way our par-
ents have cared for our prosperity in time and our happiness to eternity.
They do all these things from a love they have from the Lord, whose role
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they have played. In a comparable sense, it also means that wards whose
parents have died are to honor their guardians. 

In a broader sense, this commandment means honoring our mon -
arch and government officials because on everyone’s behalf they provide
in a general way the necessities that parents provide in an individual way.
In the broadest sense, this commandment means loving our country
because it nurtures and protects us—it is called our “fatherland” from the
word “father.” In fact, it is the parents themselves who need to give
honor to the country and those who serve it, and to sow this habit in
their children. 

306In the spiritual meaning, honoring your father and your mother refers
to revering and loving God and the church. In this sense “father” means
God—the Father of all—and “mother” means the church. In the heavens
little children and angels know no other father or mother, since their
rebirth in that world comes from the Lord through the church. This is
why the Lord says, “Do not call anyone on earth your father, for your
father is the One in the heavens” (Matthew 23:9). (These words apply to
little children and angels in heaven, but not to little children and people
on earth.) The Lord teaches something similar in the prayer that is
shared by all Christian churches: “Our Father, who is in the heavens:
your name must be kept holy.” 

In the spiritual meaning, “mother” stands for the church because as
mothers on earth nourish their children with physical food, so the
church nourishes people with spiritual food. For this reason in various
places in the Word the church is called “mother”; for example, in Hosea:
“Bring charges against your mother. She is not my wife and I am not her
husband” (Hosea 2:2, 5). In Isaiah: “Where is the certificate of your
mother’s divorce, whom I put away?” (Isaiah 50:1; Ezekiel 16:45; 19:10). In
the Gospels: “Jesus reached his hand toward the disciples and said, ‘My
mother and my brothers and sisters are those who hear the Word of God
and do it’” (Matthew 12:48, 49, 50; Mark 3:33, 34, 35; Luke 8:21; John
19:25, 26, 27). 

307In the heavenly meaning, “father” stands for our Lord Jesus Christ
and “mother” stands for the communion of saints, meaning his church
that is scattered throughout the entire world. The following passages
show that the Lord is the “Father”: 

A Child is born to us; a Son is given to us. His name will be called
God, Hero, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)

§307 the ten commandments 371



You are our Father. Abraham did not know us and Israel did not
acknowledge us. You are our Father; our Redeemer from everlasting is
your name. (Isaiah 63:16)

Philip said, “Show us the Father.” Jesus says to him, “Those who see me
see the Father. How then are you saying, ‘Show us the Father’? Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me.” (John 14:7–11; 12:45)

The following passages show that in the heavenly meaning “mother”
stands for the Lord’s church: 

I saw a city, the holy New Jerusalem, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. (Revelation 21:2)

The angel said to John, 

Come. I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb,

and he showed him the holy city Jerusalem (Revelation 21:9, 10). 

The time for the Lamb’s wedding has come; his bride has prepared her-
self. Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
(Revelation 19:7, 9; see also Matthew 9:15; Mark 2:19, 20; Luke 5:34, 35;
John 3:29; 19:25, 26, 27)

“The New Jerusalem” means the new church that the Lord is establish-
ing today (see Revelation Unveiled 880–881). This church, not the one
before it, is the “wife” and “mother” in this sense. The spiritual offspring
that are born from this marriage are acts of goodwill and true insights
related to faith. The people who have these things from the Lord are
called “the children of the wedding,” “children of God,” and “those who
are born of him.”

308 An important idea to grasp is that a divine field of heavenly love con-
stantly radiates from the Lord to all people who embrace the teaching of
his church. Like little children in the world with their father and mother,
these people obey the Lord, stay close to him, and want to be nourished,
that is, instructed by him. 

From this heavenly field an earthly field arises. It is a field of love for
babies and children. It is absolutely universal. It affects not only people
but also birds and animals, including even snakes. In fact, it affects not
only animate things but also inanimate things. In order for the Lord to
have an effect on inanimate things as he does on spiritual things, he cre-
ated a sun that is like a father to the physical world and an earth that is
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like a mother to it. The marriage of the sun as a father and the earth as a
mother produces all the growth that adorns the surface of the planet. 

The influence of this heavenly field on the physical world occasions
the miraculous progression in plants from seed to fruit to new seeds. It
also results in many types of plant that turn their faces, so to speak,
toward the sun by day and bow them when the sun sets, and in flowers
that open when the sun rises and close when it sets. It also induces the
songbirds to sing sweetly first thing in the morning and again after they
have been fed by their mother, the earth. In these ways all these creatures
honor their father and their mother. 

All these phenomena are proof that through the sun and the earth
the Lord makes available all the necessities for both the living beings and
the inanimate things in the physical world. Therefore we read in David, 

Praise Jehovah from the heavens. Praise him, sun and moon. Praise
him from the earth, great sea creatures and the depths. Praise him, fruit
trees and all cedars, the wild beast and every animal, creeping things
and birds with wings, the kings of the earth and all peoples, young men
and young women. (Psalms 147:7–12)

Also in Job: 

Please, ask the animals and they will teach you. Ask the birds of heaven
and they will make it known to you. Ask the shrub of the earth and it
will instruct you. The fish in the sea will tell you the story. Which of all
these things does not know that the hand of Jehovah has done this?
(Job 12:7, 8, 9)

“Ask and they will teach” means watch, pay attention, and judge from
these things that the Lord Jehovih created them. 

The Fifth Commandment

You Are Not to Kill

309This commandment, “You are not to kill,” in its earthly meaning means
not killing people, inflicting on them any fatal wound, or mutilating their
bodies. It also means not bringing any deadly evil against their names and
reputations, since for many people their reputation and their life go hand
in hand. 
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In a broader earthly meaning, murdering includes hostility, hatred,
and revenge, which involve longing for someone’s death. Murder lies hid-
den inside these feelings like an area that is still burning inside a piece of
wood under the ashes. Hellfire is nothing else. This is why we say some-
one blazes with hatred or burns for revenge. These feelings are murders at
the level of intent even if not in act. If fear of the law, retribution, or
revenge were taken away, these feelings would burst into action, espe-
cially if the intent involved deception or savagery.

The following words of the Lord make it clear that hatred is murder: 

You have heard that it was said by ancient people, “You are not to kill;
and whoever kills will be exposed to judgment.” But I say to you that
any who are angry with their brother or sister for no good reason will
be exposed to hellfire. (Matthew 5:21, 22)

The reason is that everything we intend is something we want and some-
thing we inwardly do.

310 In the spiritual meaning, murders stand for all methods of killing and
destroying people’s souls. There are many different methods, such as
turning people away from God, religion, and divine worship; setting up
roadblocks against such things; and persuading people to turn away from
and even feel aversion to such things. All the devils and satans in hell
practice these methods. People in our world who violate and prostitute
the holy things of the church are connected to these devils and satans. 

The king of the abyss, who is called Abaddon or Apollyon (meaning
the Destroyer, Revelation 9:11), stands for people who use falsities to
destroy souls. The “killed” in the prophetic Word have the same mean-
ing, as for example in the following passages: 

Jehovah God said, “Feed the sheep for slaughter whom their owners
have killed.” (Zechariah 11:4, 5, 7)

We have been killed all day long; we are considered a flock for slaugh-
ter. (Psalms 44:22)

He will cause those who are yet to come to take root in Jacob. Was he
killed in the way that his henchmen would kill? (Isaiah 27:6, 7)

A stranger comes only in order to steal and slaughter the sheep. I have
come so that they may have life and abundance. (John 10:10; other
such passages are Isaiah 14:21; 26:21; Ezekiel 37:9; Jeremiah 4:31; 12:3;
Revelation 9:5; 11:7)

This is why the Devil is called “a murderer from the beginning” (John 8:44). 
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311In the heavenly meaning, killing refers to being angry with the Lord
for no good reason, hating him, and wanting to get rid of his name. Peo-
ple with such feelings are said to crucify the Lord; if he were to come
back into the world again, they would do much the same thing the Jews
did. This is the meaning of “the Lamb in a state as if killed” (Revelation
5:6; 13:8), and the meaning of “crucified” in Revelation 11:8; Hebrews 6:6;
and Galatians 3:1. 

312Devils and satans in hell have made clear to me the inner quality of
people who have not been reformed by the Lord. Devils and satans con-
stantly have it in mind to kill the Lord. Because they cannot achieve this,
they try to kill people who are devoted to the Lord. Since they cannot
accomplish this the way people in the world could, they attack people
with every effort to destroy their souls, that is, to demolish the faith and
goodwill they have. The actual hatred and desire for revenge inside these
devils look like fires that are dark and fires that are bright. Their hatreds
look like dark fires and their desires for revenge look like bright fires.
These feelings are not in fact fires, but they look like fires. 

One can sometimes glimpse the savagery of the devils’ hearts in
visual form in the air above those devils. It looks as if they are battling,
slaughtering, and massacring angels. Their feelings of anger and hatred
against heaven are the source of these dreadful daydreams. 

For another thing, these devils and satans look at a distance like wild
animals of every kind—tigers, leopards, wolves, foxes, dogs, crocodiles,
and snakes of all kinds. When devils and satans see tame animals in sym-
bolic forms, they imagine themselves attacking the animals and trying to
slaughter them. 

I have seen devils that looked like dragons and were standing next to
women with babies whom the dragons were trying to devour, like the sit-
uation we find in Revelation 12. These portrayals represent the devils’
hatred against the Lord and his new church. 

People in the world who want to destroy the Lord’s church are similar
to these devils and satans, although it does not seem that way to others
who know these people, because their bodies—the instruments with
which they practice moral actions—absorb their desires and keep them
hidden. To the angels, however, who look at their spirits, not their bodies,
these people look like the devils just mentioned. Who could ever realize
things like this if the Lord had not opened someone’s sight with the gift
of looking into the spiritual world? Otherwise these points, along with
many other things eminently worth knowing, would have remained for-
ever hidden from the human race.
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The Sixth Commandment

You Are Not to Commit Adultery

313 In its earthly meaning, this commandment covers not only committing
adultery but also wanting to do and doing things that are obscene, and
also having wanton thoughts and expressing them. As the Lord’s words
make clear, craving to commit adultery is committing adultery: 

You have heard that it was said by the ancients, “You are not to commit
adultery.” But I say to you that if a man looks at someone else’s wife in
such a way that he craves her, he has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27, 28)

The reason is that craving becomes a virtual deed when it is in the will. An
attraction enters only our intellect, but an intention enters our will; and
an intention based on a craving is a deed. 

On these topics, see many things in the work Marriage Love and
Promiscuous Love, published in Amsterdam, 1768. There are treatments
there on the opposite of marriage love, §§423–443; on promiscuity,
§§444[b]–460; on different kinds and degrees of adultery, §§478–499;
on obsession with defloration, §§501–505; on the craving for variety,
§§506–510; on the craving for rape, §§511, 512; on obsession with seduc-
ing the innocent, §§513, 514; and on accountability for the love of infi-
delity and the love of marriage, §§523–531. All the above are covered by
this commandment in its earthly meaning. 

314 In the spiritual meaning, “committing adultery” refers to contaminat-
ing the good things taught by the Word and falsifying its truths. The fact
that committing adultery refers to these things has not yet been known,
because the Word’s spiritual meaning has been hidden until now. In the
following passages it is obvious, however, that “committing adultery,”
“being adulterous,” and “being promiscuous” have no other meaning in
the Word: 

Run here and there through the streets of Jerusalem and see if you can
find a man who makes judgment and seeks truth. When I fed them to
the full, they became promiscuous. (Jeremiah 5:1, 7)

Among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen horrendous stubborn-
ness, committing adultery and walking in a lie. (Jeremiah 23:14)
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They have acted foolishly in Israel. They have been promiscuous, and
have spoken my Word falsely. (Jeremiah 29:23)

They were promiscuous because they had abandoned Jehovah. (Hosea
4:10)

I will cut off the soul that looks off in the direction of sorcerers and
soothsayers to be promiscuous with them. (Leviticus 20:6)

They are not to make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land; this is
to prevent them from being promiscuous with other gods. (Exodus 34:15)

Because Babylon contaminates and falsifies the Word more than the
rest do, it is called the great whore, and the following things are said of it
in the Book of Revelation: 

Babylon has made all the nations drink the wine of the wrath of her
promiscuity. (Revelation 14:8)

The angel said, “I will show you the judgment of the great whore with
whom the kings of the earth were promiscuous.” (Revelation 17:1, 2)

He judged the great whore who had corrupted the earth with her
promiscuity. (Revelation 19:2)

Because the Jewish nation had falsified the Word, the Lord called it
“an adulterous generation” (Matthew 12:39; 16:4; Mark 8:38) and “the
seed of an adulterer” (Isaiah 57:3). There are also many other passages
where adultery and promiscuity mean contamination and falsification of
the Word; for example, Jeremiah 3:6, 8; 13:27; Ezekiel 16:15, 16, 26, 28, 29,
32, 33; 23:2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 14, 16, 17; Hosea 5:3; 6:10; Nahum 3:1, 3, 4. 

315In the heavenly meaning, “committing adultery” refers to denying the
Word’s holiness and desecrating the Word. This meaning follows from
the spiritual meaning, which is contaminating the good things in the
Word and falsifying its truths. People who in their heart laugh at every-
thing having to do with the church and religion are people who deny the
Word’s holiness and desecrate the Word—in the Christian world every
aspect of the church and religion comes from the Word. 

316People can seem chaste not only to others but even to themselves and
yet be completely unchaste. There are various causes that produce this
effect. People do not know that a sexual craving in their will is a deed,
and it cannot be removed except by the Lord after they have practiced
repentance. Abstaining from doing something does not make us chaste.
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What makes us chaste is abstaining from wanting to do something that
we could in fact do, because doing it would be sinful. 

For example, if a man abstains from adultery and promiscuity
solely out of fear of civil law and its penalties; or out of fear that he will
lose his reputation and respect; or out of fear of sexually transmitted
disease; or out of fear of being harassed by his wife and having no
peace at home; or out of a fear that the other woman’s husband and rel-
atives will avenge themselves on him, or that their servants will whip
him; or out of miserliness; or out of lack of ability caused by disease,
misuse, old age, or some other cause of impotence—in fact, if he
abstains from adultery and promiscuity in obedience to any earthly or
moral law but not at the same time to spiritual law, he nevertheless
remains inwardly an adulterer and a promiscuous person. He still
believes that adultery and promiscuity are not sins. In his spirit he does
not make them unlawful before God. Therefore in his spirit he com-
mits them, even if he does not commit them before the world in the
flesh. As a result, when he becomes a spirit after death, he openly
speaks in favor of such acts. 

Adulterers could be compared to treaty breakers who violate agree-
ments, or to the satyrs and priapuses of old who would wander in the
woods and shout, “Where are virgins, brides, and wives to play with?” In
fact, in the spiritual world, adulterers actually look like satyrs and pria-
puses. Adulterers could also be compared to goats that sniff for other
goats, and dogs that run around in the streets looking and smelling for
other dogs with which to have sex. And so on. 

When adulterers get married, their sexual potency could be com-
pared to the blooming of tulips in spring—in a month tulips lose their
blossoms and wither away.

The Seventh Commandment

You Are Not to Steal

317 In the earthly meaning, this commandment literally covers not stealing,
robbing, or privateering during a time of peace. It generally means not
using stealth or pretense of any kind to take away someone else’s posses-
sions. It also covers all swindling, and illegal ways to profit, earn inter-
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est, and collect funds; also fraud in paying taxes and fees and in repay-
ing loans. 

Workers transgress against this commandment when they do their
work dishonestly and deceptively; retailers, when they mislead customers
with their merchandise, weighing, measuring, and calculations; officers,
when they dip into their soldiers’ pay; judges, when they tilt their judg-
ments toward friends or relatives, or for bribes or other inducements, and
thus bias their judgments or investigations and deprive others of goods
that belong to those others by law.

318In the spiritual meaning, “stealing” refers to using false and heretical
ideas to deprive others of the truths of their faith. Priests are spiritual
thieves if they minister only for financial benefit or status and they teach
things that on the basis of the Word they see, or at least could see, are
not true. They rob people of the means of salvation, which are the
truths related to faith. 

Priests like this are called thieves in the following passages in the Word: 

Those who do not enter through the door to the sheepfold but climb
up some other way are thieves and robbers. Thieves do not come in
except to steal, slaughter, and destroy. (John 10:1, 10)

Store up treasures, not on earth but in heaven, where thieves do not
come in and steal. (Matthew 6:19, 20)

If thieves, if people who knock things over in the night, come to you,
how might you be cut off? Are they not going to steal whatever satisfies
them? (Obadiah, verse 5)

They run here and there in the city, they run on the wall, they climb
into houses, they come in through windows like a thief. (Joel 2:9)

They made a lie; the thief comes in, and the crowd scatters outside.
(Hosea 7:1)

319In the heavenly meaning, thieves stand for people who take divine
power away from the Lord and people who claim the Lord’s merit and
justice for themselves. Even if these people worship God, they trust
themselves, not him, and believe in themselves, not in him. 

320There are people who teach false and heretical things and convince
the public that these things are true and theologically correct, and yet
they read the Word and are therefore able to know what is false and what
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is true. There are also people who use errors to support false religious
beliefs and lead people astray. 

These people can be compared to con artists who perpetrate acts of
fraud of every kind. Because the things just mentioned are actually thefts
in a spiritual sense, these people can be compared to con artists who mint
counterfeit coins, gild them or color them gold, and trade them as pure.
They can also be compared to people who know skillful ways to cut and
polish rock crystals, harden them, and sell them as diamonds. They can
also be compared to people who would dress baboons and apes in human
clothing with veils over their simian faces and lead them through town
on horses or mules, claiming that they are nobles of an old and distin-
guished family. 

They are also like people who would put masks covered in makeup
over their own natural faces to hide their good looks. They are like peo-
ple who would display selenite or mica, which gleam like gold and silver,
and sell them as ore containing precious metals. They are like people
who would put on theatrical performances to divert others from true
divine worship and to lure those others away from church buildings to
theaters. 

People who support falsities of all kinds and care nothing for the
truth, who play the part of priests solely for financial benefit or status
and are therefore spiritual thieves, are like thieves who have master keys
with which they can open the doors of any home. These people are also
like leopards and eagles that look around with sharp eyes for areas that
are rich in prey. 

The Eighth Commandment

You Are Not to Bear False Witness against Your Neighbor

321 In its most accessible earthly meaning, [this commandment against]
“bearing false witness against our neighbor” or testifying falsely includes
not being a false witness before a judge, or before others outside of a
courtroom, against someone who is wrongly accused of some evil. We are
not to make such false assertions in the name of God or something
sacred, or base them on our own authority or on some expertise for
which we are well known. 
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In a broader earthly sense, this commandment applies to political lies
and hypocrisies of every kind that have an evil intent, as well as dispar-
agement and slander of our neighbors to undermine the status, name,
and reputation on which their whole good character depends. 

In the broadest earthly sense, this commandment includes plots,
deceptions, and evil intent against anyone for a variety of motives such as
hostility, hatred, desire for revenge, envy, rivalry, and so on. These evils
have false witness hidden inside them. 

322In the spiritual meaning, testifying falsely refers to convincing people
that a false belief is a true one and an evil life is a good one, and the
reverse; but only if these things are done deliberately, not out of igno-
rance. Doing them deliberately is doing them after we know what truth
and goodness are, not before. The Lord says, “If you were blind you
would have no sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains”
(John 9:41). 

This falseness is what is meant in the Word by “a lie” and this delib-
erateness is what is meant by “deceit” in the following passages: 

We are striking a pact with death; we are making an agreement with
hell. We have put our trust in lying and have hidden ourselves with fal-
sity. (Isaiah 28:15)

They are a people of rebellion, lying children. They do not want to
hear the law of Jehovah. (Isaiah 30:9)

Everyone from prophet to priest is acting out a lie. (Jeremiah 8:10)

The inhabitants speak a lie, and as for their tongue, deceit is in their
mouths. (Micah 6:12)

You are to destroy those who speak a lie. Jehovah loathes a man of
deceit. (Psalms 5:6)

They taught their tongue to tell a lie, to dwell in the midst of their
deceit. (Jeremiah 9:5, 6)

Because “a lie” means a falsity, the Lord says, “The Devil speaks a lie
from his own resources” (John 8:44). “A lie” also means falsity and decep-
tion in the following passages: Jeremiah 9:4; 23:14, 32; Ezekiel 13:15–19;
21:29; Hosea 7:1; 12:1; Nahum 3:1; Psalms 120:2, 3. 

323In the heavenly meaning, testifying falsely refers to blaspheming the
Lord and the Word and driving the actual truth out of the church. The
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Lord is truth itself, and so is the Word. On the other hand, in this sense
“testifying” means speaking the truth and “testimony” means the truth
itself. This is why the Ten Commandments are called the testimony
(Exodus 25:16, 21, 22; 31:7, 18; 32:15, 16; 40:20; Leviticus 16:13; Numbers
17:4, 10). Since the Lord is truth itself, he says that he testifies concerning
himself. For the Lord as the truth itself, see John 14:6; Revelation 3:7, 14;
for his testifying and being a witness to himself, see John 3:11; 8:13–19;
15:26; 18:37, 38. 

324 There are people who say false, deliberately deceitful things and
articulate them with a tone that emulates spiritual feeling. There are even
some who cite truths from the Word as they do so, falsifying these truths
in the process. The ancients had names for people like these: they called
them magicians (see Revelation Unveiled 462) and also sorcerers, and
snakes from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

These pretenders, liars, and deceivers are like people who talk in a
pleasant and friendly way with their enemies, but while they are talking
they have a dagger behind their back, ready to kill. They are like people
who smear venom on their swords before attacking their enemies; or like
people who put poison in a well and toxic substances in wine and pas-
tries. They are like charming, attractive whores who carry a malignant
sexually transmitted disease. They are like stinging plants that damage
our olfactory nerves if we lift them to our noses to smell them. They are
like sweetened poisons, or like dung dried out in the fall that gives off a
pleasant aroma. In the Word they are described as leopards (see Revela-
tion Unveiled 572). 

The Ninth and Tenth Commandments

You Are Not to Covet Your Neighbor’s Household;
You Are Not to Covet Your Neighbor’s Wife

or His Servant or His Maid or His Ox or His Donkey
or Anything That Is Your Neighbor’s

325 In the catechism that is circulated these days, these have been divided
into two commandments. One of them is the ninth commandment:
“You are not to covet your neighbor’s household.” The other is the
tenth: “You are not to covet your neighbor’s wife or his servant or his
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maid or his ox or his donkey or anything that is your neighbor’s.”
Because these two commandments are united and form just a single
verse in Exodus 20:17 and in Deuteronomy 5:21, I have taken them up
together. It is not my intention, however, to connect them into one
commandment. I want to keep them distinguished into two command-
ments as they have been, since all the commandments are referred to as
the ten words (Exodus 34:28; Deuteronomy 4:13; 10:4). 

326These two commandments look back to all the commandments
that precede them. They teach and enjoin that we are not to do evil and
that we are also not to crave doing evil. Therefore the Ten Command-
ments are not only for the outer self but also for the inner self. Someone
who does not do evil things but nevertheless craves doing them is still
doing them. The Lord says, 

If some man craves someone else’s wife, he has already committed adul-
tery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27, 28)

Our outer self does not become internal or become one with our inner
self until our cravings have been removed. The Lord teaches this as well,
when he says, 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, because you clean the outside of
your cup and plate, but the insides are full of plundering and self-
indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of your cup and plate,
so that the outside may be clean as well. (Matthew 23:25, 26)

The Lord says more on this in that whole chapter from beginning to end.
The inner problems that are pharisaical are the cravings to do what the first,
second, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth commandments say not to do. 

It is generally known that while he was in the world, the Lord gave
the church inner teachings. The inner teachings for the church tell us not
to crave doing evil. He taught us this so that our inner and outer self
would become one, which is the same as being born anew—something
the Lord discussed with Nicodemus (John 3). Only through the Lord can
we be born anew or regenerated, and therefore become inner people. 

These two commandments look back to all the commandments that
came before as things not to be coveted. Therefore the household is men-
tioned first; then the wife; then the servant, the maid, the ox, and the
donkey; and finally everything that belongs to one’s neighbor. The
“household” comes before everything on the rest of the list, for the hus-
band, the wife, the servant, the maid, the ox, and the donkey are all part
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of it. The “wife,” who is mentioned next, comes before everything on the
rest of the list after that, for she is the woman in charge of the household,
as her husband is the man in charge of it. The servant and the maid are
under them, and the ox and the donkey are under the servant and the
maid. Finally, everything below or beyond the servant and the maid is
covered by the phrase “anything that is your neighbor’s.” This shows that
generally and specifically, in both a broad and a narrow sense, these two
commandments look back to all the prior commandments. 

327 In the spiritual meaning, these commandments prohibit all the crav-
ings that go against the spirit, that is, against the spiritual qualities
taught by the church, which primarily relate to faith and goodwill. If our
cravings were not tamed, our flesh would pursue its own freedom and
would quickly fall into every kind of wickedness. From Paul we know
that “The flesh has cravings that go against the spirit and the spirit has
cravings that go against the flesh” (Galatians 5:17). From James we know
that “All are tested by their own craving. When they become captivated,
then after the craving conceives, it gives birth to sin, and sin, when it
reaches its final stage, brings forth death” (James 1:14, 15). From Peter we
know that “The Lord holds for the judgment day the unjust who are to
be punished, especially those who walk according to the flesh in craving”
(2 Peter 2:9, 10). 

In brief, these two commandments taken in their spiritual meaning
look back to the spiritual meaning of all the commandments previously
given, adding that we are not to crave doing those evil things. The same
goes for all the commandments previously given in the heavenly mean-
ing, but there is no point in listing them all again. 

328 The cravings of the flesh—of the eyes and the other senses—when
separated from the cravings of the spirit (meaning its feelings, desires,
and pleasures) are identical to the cravings animals have. On their own,
therefore, the cravings of the flesh are beastly. The desires of the spirit
are what angels have; they are to be called desires that are truly human.
Therefore the more we become addicted to the cravings of the flesh,
the more of a beast and a wild animal we become; the more we give the
desires of our spirit their due, the more of a human being and an angel
we become. 

The cravings of the flesh could be compared to grapes that have been
parched and burnt or to wild grapes, while the desires of the spirit could
be compared to juicy, flavorful grapes and to the taste of wine that has
been pressed from them. 
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The cravings of the flesh are like stables that hold donkeys, goats,
and pigs, while the desires of the spirit are like stables that hold thor-
oughbred horses, as well as sheep and lambs. In fact, the cravings of the
flesh differ from the desires of the spirit the way a donkey differs from a
horse, a goat from a sheep, and a pig from a lamb. They differ as much as
slag and gold, lime and silver, coral and a ruby, and so on. 

A craving and a deed are as closely connected as blood and flesh or oil
and flame. The craving is in the deed the same way air from our lungs is
in our breath and speech; or the wind is in the sail when we are sailing; or
the water is in the waterwheel, causing the machinery to move and act. 

The Ten Commandments Contain Everything
about How to Love God and How to Love Our Neighbor

329Eight of the commandments—the first, second, fifth, sixth, seventh,
eighth, ninth, and tenth—say nothing about loving God or loving our
neighbor. They do not say that we must love God or we must keep
God’s name holy. They do not say that we must love our neighbor, or
deal honestly and uprightly with our neighbor. They say only, “There is
to be no other God before my face; you are not to take God’s name in
vain; you are not to kill; you are not to commit adultery; you are not to
steal; you are not to testify falsely; and you are not to covet what your
neighbor has.” Briefly put, we are not to intend, think, or do evil against
God or against our neighbor. 

We are not commanded to do things that directly relate to goodwill;
instead, we are commanded not to do things that are the opposite of good-
will. This is because the more we abstain from evils because they are sins,
the more we want the goodness that relates to goodwill. 

In loving God and our neighbor, the first step is not doing evil, and
the second step is doing good, as you will see in the chapter on goodwill
[§§435–438]. 

[2] There is a love of intending and doing good, and there is a love of
intending and doing evil. These two loves are opposite to each other. The
second is a hellish love and the first is a heavenly one. The entirety of hell
loves doing evil and the entirety of heaven loves doing good. 

We, the human race, have been born into evils of every kind. From
birth onward we have tendencies toward things that come from hell.
Unless we are born again or regenerated, we cannot come into heaven.
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Therefore the evil attributes we have from hell have to be removed first
before we are able to want good attributes that come from heaven. None
of us can be adopted by the Lord before we have been separated from
the Devil. How our evil actions are removed and how we are brought to
do good things will be shown in two chapters below: the chapter on
repentance [§§509–570]; and the chapter on reformation and regenera-
tion [§§571–625]. 

[3] The Lord teaches in Isaiah that our evil actions have to be moved
aside first before the good things we are doing become good before God: 

Wash yourselves; purify yourselves. Remove the evil of your actions
from before my eyes. Learn to do what is good. Then, if your sins had
been like scarlet, they will become as white as snow; if they had been
red as crimson, they will be like wool. (Isaiah 1:16, 17, 18)

The following passage in Jeremiah is similar: 

Stand in the entrance to Jehovah’s house and proclaim there this word.
“Thus spoke Jehovah Sabaoth, the God of Israel: ‘Make your ways and
your works good. Do not put your trust in the words of a lie, saying,
“The temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah
is here [that is, the church].” When you steal, kill, commit adultery,
and swear falsely, then do you come and stand before me in this house
that carries my name? Do you say, “We were carried away,” when you
are committing all these abominations? Has this house become a den
of thieves? Behold I, even I, have seen it,’ says Jehovah.” (Jeremiah 7:2,
3, 4, 9, 10, 11)

[4] We are also taught by Isaiah that before we are washed or purified
from evil, our prayers to God are not heard: 

Jehovah says, “Woe to a sinful nation, to a people heavy with wicked-
ness. They have moved themselves backward. Therefore when you
spread out your hands, I hide my eyes from you. Even if you increase
your praying, I do not hear it.” (Isaiah 1:4, 15)

When someone puts the Ten Commandments into action by abstain-
ing from evil, goodwill is the result. This is clear from the Lord’s own
words in John: 

Jesus said, “The people who love me are those who have my command-
ments and follow them. Those who love me will be loved by my Father,

386 TRUE CHRISTIANITY §329



and I will love them and manifest myself to them, and we will make a
home with them.” (John 14:21, 23)

The “commandments” mentioned here are specifically the Ten Com-
mandments, which prescribe that we should not do, or crave to do, what
is evil. If we do not do evil or crave to do evil, we love God and God
loves us. This is the benefit we receive after something evil has been
removed. 

330I have stated that the more we abstain from what is evil, the more
we will and intend what is good, because evil and good are opposites.
Evil comes from hell and good comes from heaven. Therefore the more
hell—that is, evil—is removed, the closer we get to heaven and the
more we focus on good. 

The truth of this becomes obvious when we see eight of the Ten
Commandments in this way. For example: (1) The less we worship other
gods, the more we worship the true God. (2) The less we take the name of
God in vain, the more we love the things that come from God. (3) The
less we want to kill and to act on the basis of hatred and revenge, the more
we want what is good for our neighbor. (4) The less we want to commit
adultery, the more we want to live faithfully with our spouse. (5) The less
we want to steal, the more we aim to be honest. (6) The less we want to
testify falsely, the more we want to think and speak what is true. (7) and
(8) The less we covet what our neighbors have, the more we want our
neighbors to be doing well with what they have. From this it becomes
clear that the Ten Commandments contain everything about how to love
God and our neighbor. Therefore Paul says, 

Those who love others have fulfilled the law. “You are not to commit
adultery, you are not to kill, you are not to steal, you are not to be a
false witness, you are not to covet things,” and if anything else is com-
manded, it is included in this saying: “You are to love your neighbor as
yourself.” Goodwill does no evil to our neighbor. Therefore the fulfill-
ment of the law is goodwill. (Romans 13:8, 9, 10)

To the above list, two principles need to be added that will benefit the
new church: (1) On our own, none of us can abstain from evils because
they are sins or do good things that are good before God. The more we
abstain from evils because they are sins, the more we do good things from
the Lord instead of from ourselves. (2) We need to abstain from evils and
fight against them as if we were acting on our own. If we abstain from
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evils for any other reason than because they are sins, we are not abstaining
from them, but merely making them invisible to the world. 

331 Evil and good cannot coexist; the more evil is removed, the more
good is focused on and felt. This is the case because all who are in the spir-
itual world have a field of their particular love emanating around them.
This field spreads all around and has an effect on others. It creates feelings
of harmony or antipathy. These fields separate the good from the evil. 

The fact that evil has to be removed before goodness is recognized,
perceived, and loved could be compared with many situations that are
possible in our world; for example, the following: Suppose someone
keeps a leopard and a panther in an apartment and, as the one who feeds
them, is able to live safely with them. No one else can visit unless their
owner first removes these wild animals. 

[2] Guests invited to the table of the king and queen would not for-
get to wash their faces and hands before attending. No bridegroom goes
into the bedroom with his bride after the wedding without first washing
himself all over and putting on a wedding garment. Anyone must first
purify ore with fire and remove slag before getting pure gold or silver.
Everyone separates the tares or weeds from the harvested wheat before
taking it into the barn. Everyone removes the beards from harvested bar-
ley with threshing tools before bringing it home. 

[3] Everyone cooks some of the juice out of raw meat before it
becomes edible and is set on the table. Everyone knocks the grubs and
caterpillars off the leaves of trees in the garden to prevent them from
devouring the leaves and causing a loss of fruit. Everyone removes
garbage from the house and the front entrance and cleans up those areas,
especially when expecting a visit from a prince or the prince’s daughter to
whom one is engaged. Does any man love a young woman and propose
to marry her if she is riddled with malignancies or covered all over with
pustules and varicose veins, no matter how much she puts makeup on
her face, wears gorgeous clothing, and makes an effort to be attractive by
saying nice things and paying compliments? 

[4] The need for us to purify ourselves from evils, and not to wait for
the Lord to do it without our participation, is like a servant coming in
with his face and clothes covered in soot and dung, approaching his mas-
ter, and saying, “Lord, wash me.” Surely his master would tell him, “You
foolish servant! What are you saying? Look, there is the water, the soap,
and a towel. Don’t you have hands? Don’t they work? Wash yourself!” 

The Lord God is going to say, “The means of being purified come
from me. Your willingness and your power come from me. Therefore use
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these gifts and endowments of mine as your own and you will be puri-
fied.” And so on. 

The need for the outer self to be cleansed, but to be cleansed through
the inner self, is something that the Lord teaches in Matthew chapter 23
from beginning to end. 

332To these points I will add four memorable occurrences. 
The first memorable occurrence. On one occasion I heard sounds of

shouting that seemed as if they were bubbling up through water from
below. One shout was to the left: “They are so just!” A second shout was
to the right: “They are so learned!” A third shout was at the back: “They
are so wise!” Because I was struck by the thought that there might be just,
learned, and wise people in hell as well, I had a desire to see whether
there were in fact people like that down there. From heaven I was told,
“You will see and hear.” 

I left home in the spirit and saw an opening in front of me. I went
over to it and looked down. There was a ladder! I climbed down it.
When I was below, I saw plains that were covered in shrubs, with thorn
bushes and stinging-nettles here and there. I asked whether it was hell.
The people said that it was the lower earth, which is the next level up
from hell. I tracked down the uproars one at a time. 

I went toward the first shout: “They are so just!” I saw a group of peo-
ple who in the world had been judges who took bribes and showed
favoritism. Then I went toward the second shout: “They are so learned!” I
saw a group of people who had been debaters in the world. I went toward
the third shout: “They are so wise!” I saw a group of people who in the
world had been providers of arguments. I turned away from this last
group and headed back toward the first group, where there were judges
who took bribes, showed favoritism, and were proclaimed just. 

To one side I saw a kind of amphitheater made of bricks with a black-
tiled roof. I was told that this was their courtroom. There were three
doorways into it on the north side and three on the west side. There were
no doorways on the south side or the east side. This was an indication
that their judgments were arbitrary and had nothing to do with justice. 

[2] In the middle of the amphitheater there was a fireplace. The keep-
ers of the fire were throwing pitch-pine logs full of tar and sulfur into it.
The light that these logs cast onto the plaster walls created colorful images
of birds that come out only in the evening or the night. The fireplace and
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Biographical Note

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG (1688–1772) was born Emanuel Swedberg (or
Svedberg) in Stockholm, Sweden, on January 29, 1688 (Julian calendar). He

was the third of the nine children of Jesper Swedberg (1653–1735) and Sara Behm
(1666–1696). At the age of eight he lost his mother. After the death of his only older
brother ten days later, he became the oldest living son. In 1697 his father married
Sara Bergia (1666–1720), who developed great affection for Emanuel and left him a
significant inheritance. His father, a Lutheran clergyman, later became a celebrated
and controversial bishop, whose diocese included the Swedish churches in Pennsyl-
vania and in London, England.

After studying at the University of Uppsala (1699–1709), Emanuel journeyed
to England, Holland, France, and Germany (1710–1715) to study and work with
leading scientists in western Europe. Upon his return he apprenticed as an engineer
under the brilliant Swedish inventor Christopher Polhem (1661–1751). He gained
favor with Sweden’s King Charles XII (1682–1718), who gave him a salaried position
as an overseer of Sweden’s mining industry (1716–1747). Although he was engaged,
he never married.

After the death of Charles XII, Emanuel was ennobled by Queen Ulrika Eleonora
(1688–1741), and his last name was changed to Swedenborg (or Svedenborg). This
change in status gave him a seat in the Swedish House of Nobles, where he
remained an active participant in the Swedish government throughout his life.

A member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences, he devoted himself to
scientific studies and philosophical reflections that culminated in a number of pub-
lications, most notably a comprehensive three- volume work on mineralogy (1734)
that brought him recognition across Europe as a scientist and philosopher. After
1734 he redirected his research and publishing to a study of anatomy in search of
the interface between the soul and body, making several significant discoveries in
physiology.

From 1743 to 1745 he entered a transitional phase that resulted in a shift of his
main focus from science and philosophy to theology. Throughout the rest of his life
he maintained that this shift was brought about by Jesus Christ, who appeared to
him, called him to a new mission, and opened his perception to a permanent dual
consciousness of this life and the life after death.

He devoted the last decades of his life to studying Scripture and publishing
eighteen theological titles that draw on the Bible, reasoning, and his own spiritual
experiences. These works present a Christian theology with unique perspectives on
the nature of God, the spiritual world, the Bible, the human mind, and the path
to salvation.

Swedenborg died in London on March 29, 1772, at the age of eighty-four. 
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