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Chapter 14

The Close of the Age; the Coming of the Lord; 
and the New Heaven and the New Church

The “Close of the Age” Means the End of the Church, 
When Its Time Is Over

753DURING the history of this planet there have been many churches. 
In the course of time each church has come to an end. After one 

church is finished, then a new church comes into existence. This cyclical 
pattern has continued up to the present time.

A church comes to an end when there is no divine truth left in it that 
has not been either falsified or rejected; and where there is no genuine 
truth, there can be no genuine goodness either, since every quality of 
goodness is shaped by truths. Goodness is the essence of truth; truth is 
the form of goodness. What has no form can have no quality. Goodness 
and truth are no more separable than the will and the intellect, or (to say 
the same thing in another way) than a feeling that relates to some love 
and the thinking that goes with that feeling. Therefore when the truth 
in a church comes to an end, the goodness in that church also comes to 
an end; and when this happens, that church itself draws to a close and 
comes to an end.

754There are various factors that cause the demise of a church. A pri-
mary factor is things that make what is false appear to be true. When what 
is false is taken to be true, then goodness that is truly and intrinsically 
good—which is called spiritual goodness—no longer exists. In that state, 
what we believe to be good is merely the earthly goodness that results from 
a moral life. The factors that cause the loss of truth, and therefore of 
goodness as well, are the two earthly kinds of love that are completely 
opposite to the two spiritual kinds of love. These two earthly kinds of 
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love are known as love for ourselves and love of the world. When love for 
ourselves is dominant, it becomes the opposite of loving God. When love 
of the world is dominant, it becomes the opposite of loving our neigh-
bor. Loving ourselves is wanting what is best for ourselves alone and not 
for anyone else unless we ourselves will benefit. Loving the world is simi-
larly self-centered. When these types of love are deeply embedded in us 
they spread, like gangrene does through the body, and progressively 
destroy everything within us.

The biblical descriptions of Babylon make it very clear that a love like 
this has invaded the churches (Genesis 11:1–9; Isaiah 13; 14; 47; Jeremiah 
50; Daniel 2:31–47; 3:1–7 and following; 5; 6:8 to the end; 7:1–14; and Rev-
elation 17 and 18 from beginning to end). Babylon eventually developed 
such an exalted idea of itself that it not only transferred all the Lord’s 
divine power to itself but also put tremendous effort into steering all the 
wealth in the world toward itself.

[2] There is also fairly substantial evidence that many of the lead-
ers of the churches that separated from Babylon would themselves have 
developed loves that were similar if their power had not been restrained 
and curtailed. Where else does this path lead but to viewing oneself as 
God and the world as heaven? And yet taking this view corrupts every 
true teaching of the church. People who are exclusively earthly are inca-
pable of recognizing or acknowledging truth that is actually and genu-
inely true; such people are incapable of being given such truth by God, 
because it rapidly turns into its opposite inside them and becomes false.

Besides these two kinds of love there are many other factors that 
bring truth and goodness to an end and cause the demise of the church, 
but they are only secondary and subordinate to the loves just mentioned.

755 The fact that the “close of the age” means when the church comes to an 
end can be seen from passages in the Word that contain phrases like this. 
For example,

I have heard from Jehovah about the end and the cutting down that will 
fall upon the entire land. (Isaiah 28:22)

The end has been established, and justice has been submerged, because 
the Lord Jehovih Sabaoth is bringing the end and the cutting down upon 
the whole land. (Isaiah 10:22, 23)

The whole land will be consumed in the fire of Jehovah’s passion, 
because he will quickly bring an end to all those who dwell in the land. 
(Zephaniah 1:18)
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In these passages the land means the church, because it refers to the land 
of Canaan, where the church was. (For further confirmation, from a 
great abundance of scriptural passages, that the land means the church, 
see Revelation Unveiled 285, 902.)

In the end desolation [will fly in] on a bird of abominations; even to 
the close and the cutting down, it will drip steadily upon the devastation. 
(Daniel 9:27)

For evidence that the material just quoted from Daniel is actually about the 
end of the Christian church, which is happening now, see Matthew 24:15.

There will be devastation in all the land, but I will not bring on the end. 
(Jeremiah 4:27)

The wickedness of the Amorites has not yet come to a close. (Genesis 
15:16)

Jehovah said, “I will go down and see whether they are making an end, 
as the cry that has come to me indicates.” (Genesis 18:21, on the subject 
of Sodom)

[2] In the following passages, the Lord himself uses the phrase “the 
close of the age” to mean the time when the Christian church of today is 
at an end:

The disciples asked Jesus, “What will a sign of your Coming and of the 
close of the age be?” (Matthew 24:3)

At the time of harvest, I will say to the harvesters, “First gather the 
weeds to be burned; then gather the wheat into the barn. So it will be 
at the close of the age.” (Matthew 13:[30,] 40)

At the close of the age, angels will go forth and separate the evil from 
among the just. (Matthew 13:49)

Jesus said to his disciples, “Behold, I am with you even until the close of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

It is important to realize that devastation, desolation, and the cutting 
down have much the same meaning as the close of the age. Desolation spe-
cifically means the end of truth; devastation means the end of goodness; 
and the cutting down means the complete end of both. The fullness of 
time, when the Lord came into the world [Galatians 4:4] and when he 
will come [Ephesians 1:10], has the same meaning as the end in this sense.
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756 Various things in the physical world can serve to illustrate the close 
of the age. Each and every thing on earth grows old and becomes worn 
out through patterns that recur, which are called cycles; both long and 
short spans of time go through these cycles. In a longer cycle, the year 
goes from spring to summer and on into fall, and comes to an end in 
winter. After winter, spring comes again. This cycle relates to heat. In 
a shorter cycle, the day goes from morning to afternoon and on into 
evening, and comes to an end in the night. After night, morning comes 
again. This cycle relates to light.

We ourselves also go through a natural cycle like this. We begin our 
lives as a child; we come into youth and adulthood, and move on into 
old age. Then we die. Every bird in the sky and every animal on earth 
goes through the same kind of cycle as well.

Every tree begins as a shoot, grows up to its full height, and then weak-
ens progressively until it falls over. Every bush and shrub goes through a 
similar cycle; in fact, every leaf and every flower blossom goes through 
one as well. Even the ground itself goes through something similar; in 
time it becomes unproductive. Water, too, that is not moving becomes 
more and more stagnant.

These are all examples of end times that recur. They are physical 
and time-bound, and yet the cycle comes around again. When the cycle 
comes to an end, it begins again. Every type of thing, then, is being born, 
and is dying, and is being born again. The purpose of all this is to ensure 
that creation continues.

The same thing happens with a church, for the reason that human-
kind is the church and constitutes it in a multigenerational way. One 
generation follows another. Human minds are always changing and dif-
ferent. Once wickedness is rooted in one generation, it is passed on to the 
next in the form of a tendency toward that wickedness. It is not uprooted 
except through the process of regeneration, which is something only the 
Lord can do for us.

Today the Christian Church Is at Its End; 
the Lord Foretold and Described This Event in the Gospels 

and in the Book of Revelation

757 The sections under the preceding heading showed that “the close of the 
age” means the time when the church is at an end. From this we can see 
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what the Lord meant when he spoke of the close of the age in the Gos-
pels (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21).

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him 
privately and said, “What will the sign of your Coming and the close of 
the age be?” (Matthew 24:3)

Then the Lord foretold and described what the progressive stages would 
be like at the end, leading up to his Coming. He said, among other 
things, that he would come in the clouds of heaven with power and glory 
and gather his elect (Matthew 24:30, 31), which never happened dur-
ing the actual destruction of Jerusalem. The Lord described these events 
in the prophetic mode; in that mode, each expression is pregnant with 
meaning. (What each phrase there entails has been explained in Secrets 
of Heaven 3353–3356; 3486–3489; 3650–3655; 3751–3757; 3897–3901; 4056–
4060; 4229–4231; 4332–4335; 4422–4424.)

758The fact that everything the Lord said then to his disciples was about 
the time when the Christian church would come to an end is very clear 
from the Book of Revelation, which contains similar predictions about 
the close of the age and the Lord’s Coming. Each verse of the Book of 
Revelation is explained in Revelation Unveiled (published in 1766). Since 
the points that the Lord made to his disciples about the close of the age 
and his Coming align with the points regarding the same events that he 
later revealed through John in the Book of Revelation, it is abundantly 
clear that the Lord was not referring to any other end than the end of the 
Christian church that exists today. There are also prophecies about 
the end of this church in Daniel; this is why the Lord says, “When you 
see that the abomination of desolation foretold by the prophet Daniel is 
standing in the holy place, let those who read note it well” (Matthew 
24:15; Daniel 9:27). There are similar passages in the other prophets.

[2] The appendix will show further that the abomination of desola-
tion exists today within the Christian church. It will demonstrate that 
there is not one single genuine truth left in the church, and that if a 
new church were not raised up to take the place of the church that exists 
today, “No flesh would be saved,” as the Lord says in Matthew 24:22.

Strange to say, though, the fact that the Christian church of today is 
severely devastated and is at its end is not at all apparent to those on earth 
who have become adamantly devoted to the church’s false teachings. The 
reason for this is that becoming adamantly devoted to a teaching that is 
false is the same as denying a teaching that is true. Such people place a 
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heavy tarpaulin over the doorway to their intellect to prevent anything 
from sneaking into their mind and pulling down the tent poles and ropes 
that they have used to shape and reinforce their theological system.

If our rational faculty is earthly in nature, it is capable of support-
ing any notion it wishes to. It is equally capable of giving support to 
something false as it is to something true. Once a given idea has been 
reinforced in us, truth and falsity appear in the same light. We lose the 
ability to tell the difference between the dim, deceptive light we experi-
ence in a dream and the true light of day.

If our rational faculty is spiritual in nature, though, it is quite the 
opposite. How do we develop spiritual rationality? We turn to the Lord 
and he gives us a love for what is true.

759 Every church that is established by people who see the world through 
their own convictions appears to them to be the only church with any 
light; all other churches, which disagree, are in darkness. People who see 
the world through their own convictions are not much different from 
owls, which see light in the dark of night, but during the day see the sun 
and its rays as thick darkness. This is the nature of every church, both in 
the past and now, whose beliefs are false because its founders, who seemed 
to themselves entirely sharp-sighted, saw their own understanding as the 
morning light, and the Word as the shadows of approaching night.

Surely, when the Jewish church was in utter ruin, which it was when 
our Lord came into the world, its scribes and scholars were still loudly 
proclaiming that because it had the Word, their church alone was in the 
true light of heaven. Yet they crucified the Messiah, the Christ, who was 
the Word itself and was every detail in it.

The church that the prophets and the Book of Revelation call Baby-
lon proclaimed itself to be the queen and mother of all other churches, 
and held that the churches that separated from it were illegitimate chil-
dren from which it should dissociate itself. Yet it pushed the Lord our 
Savior off his throne and away from his altar, and set itself there instead.

[2] Every church, even the most heretical, once it is well established 
fills the towns and countryside with cries that it alone is orthodox and 
ecumenical and possesses the true gospel that was announced by the 
angel flying in the midst of heaven (Revelation 14:6). Then we all hear 
an echo of that voice coming back from the general population, saying, 
“That is the truth!”

Did the worldwide Synod of Dort see the concept of predestination 
as anything other than a shining star that had fallen from heaven into 
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their heads? Did they not treasure that teaching as the Philistines treasured 
the idol of Dagon in the temple of Ebenezer in Ashdod, or as the Greeks 
treasured the Palladium in the temple of Minerva? In fact, [Calvinists] 
hailed predestination as the sacred central effigy of their religion. They 
did not realize, though, that their star is a mere shooting star. It is just a 
transient phenomenon that emits a dim, deceptive light. When predesti-
nation falls into the brain, the distorting effect it has can lend support to 
any and every false teaching. Over time its light is taken to be the truth 
and it is declared a permanent star. Eventually people swear that it is the 
most important star in the sky.

[3] Do any people express notions with more conviction than mate-
rialistic atheists, even though their notions are things they dreamed up 
themselves? Yet the same people heartily ridicule the divinity of God, the 
heavenliness of heaven, and the spiritual teachings of the church.

All lunatics believe that their foolish thoughts are wise and that wis-
dom is folly. Just by looking with the naked eye, can anyone tell the dif-
ference between the phosphorescent glow of rotting wood and a splash of 
real moonlight? Some people are actually averse to pleasant fragrances (as 
some women are when they have uterine diseases); they push such things 
away from their noses and prefer something rank. And so on.

I mention these illustrative examples to make it known that before 
the truth shines out from heaven in its own genuine light, when we are 
still in light that is merely earthly, we do not recognize that the church 
has come to an end—that is, that its teachings are all false. What is false 
does not see what is true; but what is true sees what is false. All of us have 
it in our nature to be able to recognize and understand truth when we 
hear it. But if we are convinced of falsities, we cannot import that truth 
into our intellect in such a way that it remains with us. We have no room 
for it inside. If it does happen to become part of us, a great throng of fal-
sities gathers around and ejects it as a foreign object.

This, the Christian Church’s Final Hour, Is the Same Kind 
of Night in Which the Former Churches Came to an End

760Since creation first took place, there have been four churches on this 
planet, one after the other. Both the historical and the prophetic Word 
make this clear. It is especially clear in Daniel, where these four churches 
are described in the form of the statue that Nebuchadnezzar saw in a 



316 TRUE CHRISTIANITY §760

dream (Daniel 2); later on they are portrayed as the four beasts that rose 
up from the sea (Daniel 7).

The first church, which should be called the earliest church, existed 
before the Flood; the Flood itself symbolically depicts the end and demise 
of that church. The second church, which should be called the early 
church, existed in the Middle East and also in parts of North Africa; it 
came to a close and perished as the result of various forms of idolatry. 
The third church was the Israelite church. It began with the issuing of 
the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai and was further established 
through the Word that was written by Moses and the prophets. It came 
to a close and was brought to an end by people’s desecration of the Word, 
which desecration reached a peak at the time that the Lord came into the 
world. Because of it, the people crucified the One who was the Word. 
The fourth church is the Christian church that was established by the 
Lord through the Gospel writers and the apostles. There were two phases 
of this church: the first lasted from the time of the Lord until the Coun-
cil of Nicaea; the second lasted from then until the present day. Along 
the way, however, the church split into three main parts: the Greek, the 
Roman Catholic, and the Protestant; nevertheless, all three are referred 
to as Christian. Within each of these parts, there were also many individ-
ual movements that broke away and yet retained the name of the parent 
body; they became heresies within the Christian church.

761 As for the Christian church’s final hour being the same kind of night 
in which the former churches came to an end, this is made clear by what 
the Lord foretold about the Christian church in the Gospels and in Daniel.

In the Gospels it is clear from this statement:

They will see the abomination of desolation. Then there will be a great 
affliction such as has never existed since the world began until now and 
will never exist again. In fact, unless those days were cut short no flesh 
would be saved. At the end, the sun will be darkened, the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven. (Matthew 24:15, 
21, 22, 29)

This time is also called night elsewhere in the Gospels; for example, in 
Luke: “During that night, two will be upon one bed. One will be taken; 
the other will be left” (Luke 17:34). Also in John, “I have to do the work of 
the one who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work” (John 9:4).

[2] Since all light departs in the middle of the night, and the Lord is the 
true light (John 1:4 and following; 8:12; 12:35, 36, 46), he said to his disciples 
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as he rose up into heaven, “I am with you even until the close of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20). After that he leaves them and goes to the new church.

Daniel, too, shows that the Christian church’s final hour is the same 
kind of night in which the former churches came to an end:

In the end desolation [will fly in] on a bird of abominations; even to 
the close and the cutting down, it will drip steadily upon the devasta-
tion. (Daniel 9:27)

The fact that this was a prediction of the end of the Christian church 
is made clear by the Lord’s words in Matthew 24:15. It is also clear 
from Daniel’s words about the fourth kingdom or the fourth church as 
depicted in Nebuchadnezzar’s statue:

As you saw iron mixed with muddy clay, they will mingle with the seed 
of humankind, but the two will not stick together, just as iron and clay 
do not stick together. (Daniel 2:43)

The seed of humankind means truth from the Word. [3] The same thing 
is also clear from the fourth church that was represented as the fourth 
beast to rise up from the sea:

I saw visions in the night; behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, 
will devour the entire earth, trample it, and break it to pieces. (Daniel 
7:7, 23)

These expressions mean that all the truth in the church is going to come 
to an end. Then there will be night, because truth is what provides day-
light to the church.

Many similar prophecies regarding the Christian church occur in the 
Book of Revelation, especially in chapter 16, where we read about the 
bowls of God’s anger that are poured out on the earth; these symbolize 
false teachings that will then flood the church and destroy it.

There are many similar passages in the prophets. For example, “Isn’t 
the day of Jehovah a day of darkness and not light, a day of thick dark-
ness and no brightness?” (Amos 5:18, 20; Zephaniah 1:15). “In that day, 
Jehovah will look down on the land, and behold, darkness; and the light 
will grow dark over its ruins” (Isaiah 5:30; 8:22). The day of Jehovah 
means the day of the Coming of the Lord.

762The existence of four [successive] churches on this planet since the 
world was created accords with the divine design, which is that there is 
a beginning and an end of one thing before a new beginning arises. This 
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is why every day begins with the morning, progresses [through the after-
noon to the evening], and comes to an end in the night; and after that, 
the cycle begins anew. Likewise, every year begins in spring, progresses 
through summer to fall, and comes to an end in winter; after winter, the 
cycle begins anew. In order to maintain these cycles, the sun starts out 
in the east, moves through the south into the west, and ends up in the 
north; from the north it returns to start the cycle again.

The same is true of churches. The first church, which was the earli-
est church, was like the morning, spring, and the east. The second, or 
early church, was like the day, summer, and the south. The third church 
was like evening, fall, and the west. The fourth is like night, winter, and 
the north.

[2] From these orderly progressions, the ancient philosophers con-
cluded that the world would have four ages. They called the first the 
Golden Age; the second, the Silver Age; the third, the Bronze Age; and 
the fourth, the Iron Age. In the statue seen by Nebuchadnezzar, the 
churches were represented by these same metals [Daniel 2:31–45].

In the Lord’s sight the church appears as a single individual. Just 
as we do as individuals, this universal human will go through its own 
life stages. It goes from childhood to youth, and on into adulthood and 
finally old age. When it dies, it rises again. The Lord says, “Unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it stays the way it is; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).

763 It is part of the divine design that things proceed from beginning to 
end; this is both a pattern overall and a pattern in smaller increments 
within the overall pattern. This design allows for the variety of all things, 
and this variety allows there to be qualities of all kinds. The quality of 
anything is more perfectly assessed through its contrast to things that are 
somewhat its opposite and things that are very much its opposite.

Darkness allows us to appreciate what a wonderful thing light is, and 
coldness allows us to appreciate what a wonderful thing heat is. Like-
wise (as everyone surely recognizes), falsity allows us to appreciate what a 
wonderful thing truth is, and evil allows us to appreciate what a wonder-
ful thing goodness is.

What would color be if only white existed, and black did not? The qual-
ity of the other colors would be poorer if there were no way to darken them.

What is sensation without contrast? And what is contrast without the 
existence of things that are opposites? Our eyesight is dimmed by white-
ness alone, but is brought to life by colors—such as green, for example—
that are darkened by a measure of blackness. Our ear grows deaf to a 
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single note that constantly assaults our organs of hearing; the ear is stimu-
lated, though, by notes in various different harmonic relationships.

[2] What is beauty if there is no ugliness to serve as a contrast? This 
is why some paintings highlight and bring to life the beauty of a young 
woman by including an ugly image beside her.

What are joy and delight apart from their contrast with what is mis-
erable and unpleasant?

Surely we all become deranged if we constantly think the same idea 
and never interrupt it with a variety of other notions that tend in differ-
ent and even opposite directions.

The same is true of the spiritual qualities offered by the church. The 
opposites of these qualities relate to evil and falsity. Evil and falsity are not 
from the Lord, though; they come from us. We have free choice, and we 
can exercise that choice to serve either a good purpose or an evil purpose. 
Falsity and evil are like the dark and the cold. The sun does not cause the 
dark or the cold; it is the earth’s turning away that causes them. And yet 
without that turning away, there would be no day, there would be no 
year, and therefore there would be nothing and no one on this planet.

I have been told that the churches and all their varying approaches 
to goodness and truth—provided their goodness has something to do 
with loving the Lord and their truths have something to do with faith in 
him—are like all the different gems on a monarch’s crown.

After This Night Comes the Morning, 
Which Is the Lord’s Coming

764Since the successive stages of the church on both a large and a small scale 
are described in the Word as the four seasons of the year (spring, sum-
mer, fall, and winter) and as the four times of day (morning, afternoon, 
evening, and night), and since the modern-day church, which is Christian-
ity, is the night, it follows that now the morning is at hand. The morn-
ing is the beginning of a new church.

The following passages make it clear that the Word describes the suc-
cessive stages of the church as the four parts of the day, which are deter-
mined by light.

Through the evening and the morning, for two thousand three hundred 
[days], what is holy will be made just. The vision of the evening and the 
morning is the truth. (Daniel 8:14, 26)
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Someone was crying out to me from Seir, “Watchman, watchman, 
what of the night?” The watchman replied, “Morning is coming, but so 
is the night.” (Isaiah 21:11, 12)

The end has come. The morning is upon you, O you who dwell in the 
land. Behold, the day has come; the morning is over. (Ezekiel 7:6, 7, 10)

In the morning, in the morning Jehovah will bring his judgment to light; 
it will not be lacking. (Zephaniah 3:5)

God is in her midst. God will help her when she looks for the morning. 
(Psalms 46:5)

I have been waiting for Jehovah. My soul waits for the Lord like those 
who watch for the morning. They watch for the morning because with 
him there is the most redemption. He will redeem Israel. (Psalms 130:5–8)

[2] In the passages just quoted evening and night mean the time when 
the church is at an end; morning means the time when the church is just 
beginning.

The Lord himself is also called the Morning, as we see in the follow-
ing passages:

The God of Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me, “He was like the 
morning light, a morning without clouds.” (2 Samuel 23:3, 4)

I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the shining morning star. 
(Revelation 22:16)

From the womb of your dawn comes the dew of your youth. (Psalms 
110:3)

These quotations are about the Lord. Since the Lord is the Morning, he 
rose from the tomb first thing in the morning, in order to begin a new 
church (Mark 16:2, 9).

[3] What the Lord says about his Coming makes it obvious that we 
are to await it:

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him 
and said, “Tell us what the sign of your Coming and of the close of the 
age will be.” (Matthew 24:3)

Immediately after the affliction of those days the sun will be darkened 
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven and 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of 
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Humankind will appear, and they will see the Son of Humankind com-
ing in the clouds of heaven with power and glory. (Matthew 24:29, 30; 
Mark 13:26; Luke 21:27)

Like the days of Noah, so will the Coming of the Son of Humankind be. 
Therefore be prepared, because you do not know at what hour the Son 
of Humankind will come. (Matthew 24:37, 39, 44)

In Luke:

When the Son of Humankind comes, will he find faith on the earth? 
(Luke 18:8)

In John:

Jesus said of John, “If I want him to remain until I come . . .” (John 
21:22, 23)

[4] In the Acts of the Apostles:

When they saw Jesus taken up into heaven, two men were standing 
near them in white clothes. They said, “Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven will come in the same way you saw him go up to heaven.” 
(Acts 1:9, 10, 11)

In the Book of Revelation:

The Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to show his ser-
vants what must happen. “Behold, I am coming. Blessed are those 
who keep the commandments of this book. Behold, I am coming, and 
my reward is with me, to give to all according to their works.” (Rev-
elation 22:6, 7, 12)

And from the same chapter:

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you these things in the churches. 
I am the Root and the Offspring of David, a shining morning star. The 
spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And those who hear, say, “Come.” 
And those who are thirsty, come. Those who wish to, take the water of 
life freely. (Revelation 22:16, 17)

And again in the same chapter:

He who testifies to these things says, “I am indeed coming.” Amen. Do 
indeed come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. (Revelation 22:20, 21)
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766 The Lord is present with each and every human being. He exerts insis-
tent pressure on us to receive him. When we do receive him, which occurs 
when we acknowledge him as our own God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sav-
ior, his First Coming occurs [in us], which is the twilight before dawn. 
From then on, we begin to be enlightened intellectually in spiritual mat-
ters and to grow into deeper and deeper wisdom. As we receive this wis-
dom from the Lord, we move through the morning into midday. The day 
continues into our old age until we die. Then we come to the Lord him-
self in heaven. There, although we died old, we are brought back into the 
morning of our lives, and the rudiments of wisdom that were planted in 
us while we were in the physical world grow and thrive to eternity.

767 If we have faith in the Lord and goodwill toward our neighbor, we 
are a church in miniature. The church as a whole is composed of such 
churches-in-miniature.

Here is an astounding fact: All angels see the Lord in front of them 
no matter which way they turn their bodies or faces. The Lord is the 
sun of the angelic heaven. When the angels are in a spiritual meditation 
he appears before their eyes. People in the world who have the church 
within them go through something similar as far as the sight of their 
spirit is concerned; but because the sight of their spirit is hidden behind 
the veil of their physical sight, and the bodily and worldly preoccupa-
tions of their other senses supply further distractions, people do not real-
ize that this is the state their spirit is in.

The reason why angels see the Lord before them, no matter where they 
turn, is that he is the source of every truth that leads to wisdom and faith, 
and the source of every good action that comes from love and goodwill. 
These two types of things in them actually belong to the Lord. Therefore 
every truth that leads to wisdom is like a mirror in which they see the 
Lord, and every good action that comes from love is an actual image of 
the Lord. This then explains the cause of this surprising phenomenon.

[2] Evil spirits, on the other hand, continually turn themselves away 
from the Lord and are constantly focusing on their own love. This, too, 
occurs no matter where they turn their bodies or faces. The cause of 
this is the same, although the other way around. In some form or other, 
every evil act they do is an image of their dominant love, and every false 
thought they have makes that image visible in a kind of mirror.

[3] Nature, too, exhibits some phenomena like this. We can see it 
in plants that sprout up through thick grass; they strive to grow taller 
than the surrounding blades so they can catch the sun. Some plants also 
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turn to follow the sun from sunrise to sunset, in order to mature under 
its watchful eye. I do not doubt that all the twigs and branches of every 
tree have the same tendency and make some effort to do the same, and it 
is only because they lack the flexibility to turn that they remain still. As 
researchers have discovered, even sandbars in the ocean and whirlpools in 
the water go around in the same direction as the sun.

[4] Why then would human beings, who were created images of 
God, not turn to face him, unless they exercised the gift of free choice to 
redirect elsewhere that force and effort instilled in them by the Creator?

Another analogy would be a bride, who constantly holds some image 
of her bridegroom in the sight of her spirit. She sees him in the gifts he 
has given her as if these were mirrors. She longs for him to arrive, and 
when he does, love leaps up in her heart as she welcomes him with joy.

The Lord’s Coming Is Not His Coming to Destroy 
the Visible Heaven and the Inhabitable Earth 

and to Create a New Heaven and a New Earth, 
As Many Have Supposed Because They Have Not Understood 

the Word’s Spiritual Meaning

768In the churches in existence today, there is a strongly held opinion about 
the Second Coming. They believe that when the Lord comes for the Last 
Judgment, he will appear in the clouds of heaven with angels and the 
sound of trumpets. He will gather together all the people who are living 
on the earth and also the people who have died. He will separate the evil 
among them from the good, as a shepherd separates the goats from the 
sheep. Then he will cast the evil (the goats) into hell, and lift the good 
(the sheep) into heaven. At the same time he will create a new visible 
heaven and a new inhabitable earth. He will send a city down onto this 
new earth, which will be called the New Jerusalem. Its structure will fol-
low the description given in Revelation 21. That is, it will be made of jas-
per and gold. The foundations of its walls will be made of precious stones 
of every kind. Its height, breadth, and length will be equal, at twelve 
thousand stadia each. All the elect will be brought together into this city, 
including people who were still alive and also people who had died at any 
time since the world began. The elect will then return to their bodies and 
experience everlasting joy in that magnificent city, their heaven.
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This is the belief concerning the Lord’s Coming and the Last Judg-
ment that is dominant in the Christian churches of today.

769 As for the state of human souls after death, there are some universally 
held opinions and some more narrowly held opinions today. They are as 
follows.

People think that human souls after death are breaths; they like to 
think of these breaths as puffs of wind. These puffs of wind that are 
awaiting the day of the Last Judgment are kept either in the middle of 
the earth, where their somewhere-or-other is, or in the limbo mentioned 
by the church fathers; but there is a difference of opinion on this point. 
Some think that breaths are forms made of ether or air, and are there-
fore like ghosts or phantoms; some of them live in the air, some in the 
woods, some in lakes and streams. Other people think that the souls of 
the dead are transferred to other planets or stars, and are given places to 
live there. Some think that souls return to their bodies after a thousand 
years. Most people think that souls are kept in some kind of storage until 
the time when the entire firmament and the whole planet are going to be 
destroyed by fire—either by fire erupting from the center of the earth or 
by fire in the form of an all-encompassing thunderbolt cast down from 
the sky. Then the graves will be opened, and the stored souls will be put 
back into their bodies and taken to the holy city Jerusalem. On another 
planet, then, they will live together in enlightened bodies. Some there 
will live lower down, some higher up, since the city is going to be twelve 
thousand stadia high—as high as it is wide and long (Revelation 21:16).

770 I have asked the clergy and the laity whether they truly believe all that. 
Do they really believe that all those souls—the people who lived before 
the Flood, including Adam and Eve, and the people who lived after the 
Flood, including Noah and his children, as well as Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and all the prophets and apostles, and all other human souls—are 
still being stored in the center of the earth or are flitting around in the air 
or the ether? Do they really believe that all those souls are going to wear 
their bodies again and be reunited to them, even if their bodies were 
corpses that have been eaten by worms, rats, or fish, or were Egyptian 
mummies that people have taken as medicine, or were mere skeletons 
baked under the sun until they crumbled to dust? Do they really believe 
that the stars of heaven are going to fall onto the earth, even though the 
earth is much smaller than the stars? Surely all these thoughts are absurdi-
ties that reason rejects, just as it rejects any other thought that does not 
make sense.
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To these questions some have no response at all. Others say that these 
are matters of faith, and that we need to hold our intellect under obedi-
ence to faith. Others say that these and many other things that transcend 
reason are accomplished by the divine omnipotence.

When they say the words “faith” and “omnipotence,” reason is ban-
ished; by that point in the conversation sound reason either disappears and 
seems nonexistent or turns into a kind of ghostly apparition and is called 
insanity. To this they add, “Aren’t our beliefs in strict accordance with the 
Word? Aren’t we supposed to think and speak on the basis of what the 
Word says?”

771As the chapter on the Sacred Scripture has shown, the Word’s literal 
meaning was written in apparent truths and correspondences [§§193–
209, 215, 226, 254–260]. As a result, there is a spiritual meaning within 
every detail. In that spiritual meaning, truth stands forth in its own light. 
The literal meaning is in the dark.

To prevent people in the new church from wandering off into the dark-
ness of the Word’s literal meaning the way the people of the old church 
have done—especially on the topics of heaven and hell, their own life after 
death, and the Lord’s Coming—the Lord has chosen to open my spiritual 
sight and bring me into the spiritual world. He has allowed me not only 
to speak with spirits and angels, with friends and relatives, and even with 
monarchs and other political leaders, whose lives in the physical world had 
come to an end, but also to see the amazing conditions in heaven and the 
wretched conditions in hell. I have learned for a fact that after we die we do 
not spend time in some somewhere-or-other underground; and we do not 
fly around blind and mute in midair or deep space. We live on in a sub-
stantial body. If we come into the company of the blessed, we have a much 
better quality of life than we had while we were living in a physical body.

[2] Humankind now has the belief that the visible heaven and the 
habitable earth are going to be destroyed, and this affects people’s think-
ing about the spiritual world. This belief is based on ignorance. In this 
state of ignorance, materialism and even atheism have begun to be rooted 
in the inner rational minds of the educated. The Lord wishes to pre-
vent the human race from plunging still further into these views and to 
keep materialistic atheism from spreading further (like necrosis in flesh) 
among educated people; otherwise the outer minds of the educated and 
their statements before the public will be infected by it as well. Therefore 
he has commanded me to publish various things that I have heard and 
seen, both concerning heaven and hell and concerning the Last Judgment, 
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and to explain the Book of Revelation. That book speaks of the Lord’s 
Coming, the former heaven, the new heaven, and the holy Jerusalem. 
Anyone who reads and understands these works can see the true meaning 
of the Lord’s Coming, the new heaven, and the New Jerusalem.

The Purpose of This Coming of the Lord— 
His Second Coming—Is to Separate the Evil from the Good, 
to Save Those Both Past and Present Who Believe in Him, 

and to Form Them into a New Angelic Heaven 
and a New Church on Earth; If He Did Not Do This, 

“No Flesh Would Be Saved” (Matthew 24:22)

772 The purpose of the Lord’s Second Coming is not to destroy the visible 
heaven and the inhabitable earth, as the sections under the previous head-
ing have shown [§§768–771]. The Lord’s own words make it clear that 
the purpose of the new church is not to destroy anything but to build 
something; therefore it is not to condemn anyone but to save those peo-
ple ever since his First Coming who have believed in him, and those in 
the future who are going to believe in him.

God did not send his Son into the world to judge the world but to save 
the world through him. Those who believe in him are not judged; but 
those who do not believe have already been judged because they have not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:17, 18)

If any hear my words but do not believe, I do not judge them. I did not 
come to judge the world but to save the world. Those who despise me 
and do not accept my words already have something that judges them. 
The Word that I have spoken—that will judge them. (John 12:47, 48)

The Last Judgment occurred in the spiritual world in 1757. The small 
work titled Last Judgment (published in London in 1758) and Supplement 
to the Last Judgment (published in Amsterdam in 1763) made this infor-
mation public. I testify that it is the truth. I saw it with my own eyes in a 
state of full wakefulness.

773 The purpose of the Lord’s Coming is to form a new heaven made up 
of people who have believed in him, and to establish a new church made 
up of people from now on who believe in him. These are the two goals 
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of his Coming. His ultimate purpose in creating the universe was exactly 
this: to form an angelic heaven made up of people. In this heaven, all 
who believe in God will live in eternal bliss. The divine love that God 
has, and that is his essence, cannot intend anything other than this, and 
the divine wisdom that God has, and that is God, cannot produce any 
other outcome than this.

The universe was created for the purpose of having an angelic heaven 
made up of members of the human race, and also for the purpose of 
having a church in the world, since the church gives the human race 
access to heaven. In addition, saving people, which requires that they 
be born in the world, is itself an ongoing act of creation. For this reason 
the Word sometimes uses the word “create,” and means by it “forming 
people for heaven.” See, for example, the following passages.

[2] Create for me a clean heart, O God, and renew a firm spirit within 
me. (Psalms 51:10)

You open your hand, and they are filled with goodness. You send forth 
your spirit, and they are created. (Psalms 104:28, 30)

The people who are yet to be created will praise Jah. (Psalms 102:18)

Thus says Jehovah, the one who created you, O Jacob; the one who 
formed you, O Israel: “I have redeemed you. I have called you by my 
name; you [are mine]. All who are called by my name I have created for 
my glory.” (Isaiah 43:1, 7)

They were prepared [for you] on the day you were created. You were 
perfect in your ways on the day you were created, until perverseness was 
found in you. (Ezekiel 28:13, 15)

This statement concerns the king of Tyre.

. . . so that they may see, recognize, consider, and understand that the 
hand of Jehovah has done this and the Holy One of Israel has created 
it. (Isaiah 41:20)

From the passages just quoted, it becomes clear what creating means 
in the following passages.

Jehovah is the one who creates the heavens, stretches out the earth, 
and gives life to the people upon it, and spirit to those who walk on it. 
(Isaiah 42:5; 45:12, 18)
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Behold, I am creating a new heaven and a new earth. Enjoy forever 
what I am creating. Behold, I am going to create Jerusalem as a rejoicing. 
(Isaiah 65:17, 18)

774 The Lord is constantly present with every human being, the evil as 
well as the good. No one would be alive if the Lord were not present. 
Only when we let him in, however—that is, believe in him and do what 
he commands—does he come in.

The Lord’s constant presence is what makes us rational, and what 
gives us the capacity to become spiritual. The light that emanates from 
the Lord as the sun of the spiritual world is what has this effect. We 
receive this light in our intellect; this light is the truth, and the truth is 
the source of our rationality.

When we add heat to this light, that is, when we add love to this 
truth, then the Lord comes in to us. The heat in question emanates from 
the same sun in the spiritual world; it takes the form of love for God and 
for our neighbor.

The situation in which the Lord is merely present with us, enlight-
ening our intellect, is like the presence of the sun’s light in the world. 
Unless heat is added to this light, everything on earth remains desolate. 
When, however, the Lord actually comes in to us, it is like the heat that 
comes into everything in the spring. Since heat and light work together 
at that time of year, the ground becomes workable, and the seeds sprout 
and grow up to bear fruit. (This also illustrates the parallel between the 
spiritual circumstances that affect our spirits and the earthly circum-
stances that affect our bodies.)

775 What is true of the individual as a church is also true of the human col-
lective or aggregate known as the church. The church is a human collective 
or aggregate that is made up of many individuals; the human individual is 
the church as it exists within each of the many people who constitute it.

The divine design always includes overall systems and individual 
components. Everything that exists has both of these elements. With-
out the overall systems, the individual components would not take 
shape or be able to sustain continued existence, just as the individual 
parts of the body could not exist without belonging to some broader 
system within it. In the human body, the individual parts are the organs 
and the parts within those organs; connective tissue not only envelops 
the body as a whole but also wraps and separates the individual organs, 
and even the parts within them. The same complex structure is found 
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in every animal, bird, and insect. In fact it is also found in every tree, 
shrub, and seed.

Strings and wind instruments would give no sound at all if there were 
not some underlying ability to vibrate that they shared in common. That 
vibration is shaped into the sound of each instrument and the sound of 
each instrument is in turn shaped into a range of individual notes.

Our entire physical sensitivity is like this, too, in its relationship with 
our five individual senses of sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch. The 
relationship between our entire mental sensitivity and individual mental 
sensations is similar as well.

[2] These examples have been presented for the sake of illustration. 
They aim to show that the church as well is divided into grand ages and 
individual movements over time, and these all together form part of one 
overall history; each of the four churches, one after the other, formed a 
part of it. The overall history was shaped by these ecclesiastical epochs; 
and the epochs were shaped by the general and the individual move-
ments within them.

In the human race, also, there are universal factors—two of them—
that shape all the systems and individual parts within us. In our body these 
two universal factors are our heart and our lungs; in our spirit they are our 
will and our intellect. All that is alive within us, both on a general and on 
a particular level, depends on these two physical and these two spiritual 
factors. Without them, everything within us would fall apart and die.

The same thing would happen to the entire angelic heaven and the 
whole human race—in fact, all of creation—if all that existed within 
them both collectively and individually were not dependent on God, on 
his love and wisdom.

This Second Coming of the Lord 
Is Not Taking Place in Person but in the Word, 

Since the Word Is from Him and He Is the Word

776Many passages say that the Lord is coming in the clouds of heaven; see, 
for example, Matthew 17:5; 24:30; 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 9:34, 35; 
21:27; Revelation 1:7; 14:14; Daniel 7:13. Until now no one has known, 
however, what the clouds of heaven mean. People think the Lord is going 
to appear in person in the actual clouds in the sky.
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The clouds of heaven stand for the Word’s literal meaning, and the 
glory and power with which the Lord is going to come (Matthew 24:30) 
stand for the Word’s spiritual meaning. The reason this has escaped 
everyone’s notice until now is that no one yet, even in a theoretical flight 
of fancy, has guessed that there is any spiritual meaning within the Word 
of the type it actually contains.

Because the Lord has opened up the Word’s spiritual meaning to 
me and has also allowed me to be with angels and spirits in their world 
as one of them, I have discovered that a cloud of heaven stands for the 
Word’s earthly meaning, glory stands for the Word’s spiritual meaning, 
and power stands for the power the Lord has through the Word.

Readers can see from the following passages in the Word that a cloud 
of heaven has this meaning.

No one is like the God of Jeshurun, who is riding a horse in heaven, 
and in magnificence on the clouds. (Deuteronomy 33:26)

Sing to God; praise his name. Celebrate the horse rider on the clouds. 
(Psalms 68:4)

Jehovah is riding a horse on a fast-moving cloud. (Isaiah 19:1)

[2] To ride a horse means to equip us with divine truths from the Word, 
since a horse means our understanding of the Word (see Revelation 
Unveiled 298). Surely everyone can see that God does not literally ride a 
horse on the clouds. For another passage,

God rode upon angel guardians and made the clouds of the heavens his 
tent. (Psalms 18:10–12)

Angel guardians, too, mean the Word (see Revelation Unveiled 239, 672).

Jehovah binds the waters in his clouds and spreads his cloud over his 
throne. (Job 26:8, 9)

Give strength to Jehovah, strength upon the clouds. (Psalms 68:34)

Jehovah created a cloud by day over every dwelling place in Zion; he 
placed a cover over all glory. (Isaiah 4:5)

The Word in its literal meaning was also represented by the cloud in 
which Jehovah came down onto Mount Sinai when he proclaimed the 
law. The commandments of the law that were proclaimed at that time 
were and are the primary principles of the Word.
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[3] The following things I have witnessed can be added to lend fur-
ther support. In the spiritual world there are clouds, just as there are 
in the physical world, although spiritual clouds have a different origin 
than physical clouds do. In the spiritual world there are sometimes shin-
ing clouds over the angelic heavens and dark clouds over the hells. The 
shining clouds over the angelic heavens symbolize a lack of clarity that 
the angels there are experiencing because of the Word’s literal mean-
ing. When those clouds are breaking up, they symbolize the fact that the 
angels are coming into goodwill as a result of the Word’s spiritual mean-
ing. The dark clouds over the hells symbolize that the Word is being 
falsified and desecrated there.

The fact that clouds have these symbolic meanings in the spiritual 
world is the origin [of their meanings in the Word]. The light that ema-
nates from the Lord as the sun of the spiritual world symbolizes divine 
truth. Therefore the Lord himself is called the Light (John 1:9; 12:35). As 
a result, the Word itself, which is kept in the sanctuaries of the church 
buildings in the spiritual world, appears surrounded with shining light. 
Clouds dim that light.

777The Lord is the Word, as is very clear from the following statement 
in John:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. And the Word became flesh. (John 1:1, 14)

In this passage the Word means divine truth, because the Word is the only 
source of divine truth for Christians. The Word is the spring from which 
all the churches named for Christ draw living water in all its fullness. 
Admittedly, the church is in a cloud when it focuses on the Word’s 
earthly meaning; but it is in glory and power when it focuses on the 
Word’s spiritual and heavenly meaning. (The fact that the Word contains 
three levels of meaning, the earthly meaning, the spiritual meaning inside 
that earthly meaning, and the heavenly meaning inside that spiritual mean-
ing, has been demonstrated in the chapter on the Sacred Scripture and in 
the chapter on the Ten Commandments or the catechism.)

This makes it clear that “the Word” in John means divine truth. 
John gives further testimony to the same effect in his first Epistle:

We know that the Son of God has come and has given us an under-
standing, so that we may know the truth. And we are in the truth in his 
Son Jesus Christ. (1 John 5:20)
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This is also why the Lord often says, “Amen I say to you.” “Amen” in 
Hebrew means “the truth.” In fact, the Lord is “the Amen” (see Revela-
tion 3:14) and “the Truth” (John 14:6).

When you ask church scholars of today what “the Word” means in 
John 1:1, they say it means “the supreme power of the Word.” What else 
gives the Word supreme power but its divine truth?

[2] All this makes it clear that the Lord is now going to appear in 
the Word.

The reason he will not be appearing in person is that ever since he 
ascended into heaven, he has been in his glorified human manifestation. 
In this he cannot appear before any human beings unless he has first 
opened the eyes of their spirit. The eyes of the spirit cannot be opened in 
people who are engaged in evils and falsities—in any of the goats, whom 
he placed on his left [Matthew 25:33]. Therefore whenever he showed 
himself to his disciples, he first opened their eyes. We read, “And their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he became invisible to 
them” (Luke 24:31). A similar thing happened with the women who were 
by his tomb after he had risen; this is why they were able to see angels 
sitting in the tomb and hear them speaking with them. No one can see 
angels through physical eyes.

Even before the Lord rose, it was not the apostles’ physical eyes but 
their spiritual eyes that saw the Lord in his glorified human manifesta-
tion; after they came out of that state, they appeared to themselves to 
have been asleep. This is clear from the Lord’s transfiguration in the 
presence of Peter, James, and John and the fact that they were then 
“heavy with sleep” (Luke 9:32). Therefore it is foolish to believe that 
the Lord is going to appear in person in a cloud of heaven; instead he 
is going to appear in the Word, since the Word is from him, and he is 
the Word.

778 All individuals are their own love and their own understanding. 
Whatever they say and whatever they do carries with it an essence that is 
drawn from these two essential properties of their life. Therefore angels 
can recognize the nature of our unique essence on the basis of nothing 
more than a brief conversation with us. From hearing the tone of our 
voice angels sense what we love; and from hearing what we say, angels 
sense our level of understanding.

What makes this possible is that all people have two grand faculties 
of life within them: their will and their intellect. Their will is a vessel and 
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a dwelling place for their love, and their intellect is a vessel and a dwell-
ing place for their understanding. Therefore all that comes forth from 
people, whether in the form of actions or words, constitutes the people 
themselves; their words and actions are the people themselves.

[2] In a similar way, but on a much higher level, the Lord is divine 
love and divine wisdom, or divine goodness and divine truth. His will 
belongs to divine love, and his divine love belongs to his will; his intellect 
is divine wisdom, and divine wisdom is his intellect. The human form 
is a container for these qualities. These points enable us to see how the 
Lord is the Word.

On the other hand, people who are against the Word, that is, those 
who oppose the divine truth it contains and therefore oppose the Lord 
and his church, are their own evil and their own falsity. Both within their 
minds and in the manifestation of their minds in their bodies, meaning 
the things they say and do, this is their nature.

This Second Coming of the Lord Is Taking Place by Means 
of Someone to Whom the Lord Has Manifested Himself in Person 

and Whom He Has Filled with His Spirit So That 
That Individual Can Present the Teachings of the New Church 

on the Lord’s Behalf through the Agency of the Word

779The Lord cannot manifest himself to everyone in person, as has been 
shown just above [§§776–778], and yet he foretold that he would come 
and build a new church, which is the New Jerusalem. Therefore it fol-
lows that he is going to accomplish this through the agency of a human 
being who can not only accept these teachings intellectually but also 
publish them in printed form.

I testify in truth that the Lord manifested himself to me, his servant, 
and assigned me to this task; after doing so, he opened the sight of my 
spirit and brought me into the spiritual world; and he has allowed me to 
see the heavens and the hells and to have conversations with angels and 
spirits on a continual basis for many years now. I also testify that ever 
since the first day of this calling, I have accepted nothing regarding the 
teachings of this church from any angel; what I have received has come 
from the Lord alone while I was reading the Word.
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780 For the purpose of being constantly present with me, the Lord has 
disclosed the spiritual meaning of his Word to me; in that meaning, 
divine truth stands forth in its own light, and the Lord is forever pres-
ent in that light. His presence in the Word comes exclusively through 
its spiritual meaning. Through the light of the spiritual meaning, the 
Lord passes into the shadows in which the literal meaning stands, 
much the way the sun’s light during the daytime passes through an 
intervening cloud. (I have shown above [§776] that the Word’s lit-
eral meaning is like a cloud and its spiritual meaning is its glory; and 
the Lord himself is the sun from which that light comes; therefore the 
Lord is the Word.)

The glory with which the Lord is going to come (Matthew 24:30) 
means the divine truth in its own light; the Word’s spiritual meaning 
exists in this light. This is clearly shown in the following passages.

The voice of one crying in the desert, “Prepare a way for Jehovah. 
The glory of Jehovah will be revealed, and all flesh will see it.” (Isaiah 
40:3, 5)

Shine, because your light has come and the glory of Jehovah has risen 
upon you. (Isaiah 60:1 to the end)

I will give you as a covenant to the people, as a light for the nations. I 
will not give my glory to another. (Isaiah 42:6, 8; 48:11)

Your light will break forth like the dawn. The glory of Jehovah will 
gather you in. (Isaiah 58:8)

The whole earth will be filled with the glory of Jehovah. (Numbers 14:21; 
Isaiah 6:1, 2, 3; 66:18)

In the beginning was the Word. In it there was life, and that life was 
the light for humankind. He was the true light. And the Word became 
flesh, and we saw his glory, glory like that of the only begotten child of the 
Father. (John 1:1, 4, 9, 14)

The heavens will tell the glory of God. (Psalms 19:1)

The glory of God will enlighten the holy Jerusalem. Its lamp is the 
Lamb. The nations that are being saved will walk in his light. (Revela-
tion 21:23, 24)

Not to mention many other passages.
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Glory means divine truth in all its fullness, because every magnificent 
thing that exists in heaven comes from the light that emanates from the 
Lord, and in its essence that light, which emanates from the Lord as the 
sun of the spiritual world, is divine truth.

“The New Heaven” and “the New Earth” and “the New Jerusalem 
Coming Down from Heaven” in the Book of Revelation 

Mean This [Second Coming of the Lord]

781In the Book of Revelation we read:

I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the former heaven and the 
former earth had passed away. And I, John, saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. (Revelation 21:1, 2)

We read something similar in Isaiah:

Behold, I am creating a new heaven and a new earth. Be glad and rejoice 
forever. Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a rejoicing and its peo-
ple a joy. (Isaiah 65:17, 18)

As I have shown earlier in this chapter [§773], the Lord is at this time 
forming a new heaven. It consists of Christians who did acknowledge 
while they were in the world, and Christians who were able to acknowl-
edge after they left the world, that the Lord is the God of heaven and 
earth, as he himself says in Matthew 28:18.

782The New Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven (Revela-
tion 21) means the new church. For one thing, Jerusalem was the largest 
city in the land of Canaan. The Temple was there. The altar was there. 
The sacrifices were performed there. It was a center for divine worship. 
Three times a year every male in the entire country was commanded to 
come worship there.

Another reason is that the Lord was in Jerusalem and taught in its 
Temple; it was there that he glorified his human manifestation. For these 
reasons Jerusalem means the church.

The fact that Jerusalem means the church is abundantly clear in what 
the prophets of the Old Testament say about the new church that the 
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Lord is going to establish, which they refer to as Jerusalem. [2] I will 
present only passages in which the fact that Jerusalem means the church 
is easy to see for anyone who has the ability to reason inwardly. We will 
limit ourselves, then, to just the following.

Behold, I am creating a new heaven and a new earth, and the earlier heaven 
and earth will not be remembered. Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a 
rejoicing and its people a joy, so that I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take 
joy in my people. Then the wolf and the lamb will feed together; they 
will not do evil anywhere on my holy mountain. (Isaiah 65:17, 18, 19, 25)

For Zion’s sake I will not be quiet, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until its justice goes forth as brightness, and its salvation is like a burn-
ing lamp. Then the nations will see your justice and every monarch 
will see your glory. You will be called by a new name that the mouth of 
Jehovah will announce. You will also be a beautiful crown and a royal 
miter in the hand of your God. Jehovah will be pleased with you, and 
your land will be married. Behold, your salvation is coming, and his 
reward is with him. They will call them “a holy people” and “those 
redeemed by Jehovah.” You will be called a sought-after city, and not a 
deserted city. (Isaiah 62:1–4, 11, 12)

[3] Awake, awake! Put on your strength, O Zion. Put on your beauti-
ful clothes, O Jerusalem, holy city. The uncircumcised and the unclean 
will not come to you any more. Shake yourself from the dust; arise. Sit 
down, O Jerusalem. The people will recognize my name in that day; I 
am the one who is saying, “Behold, it is I.” Jehovah has comforted his 
people. He has redeemed Jerusalem. (Isaiah 52:1, 2, 6, 9)

Shout, O daughter of Zion. Be joyful with all your heart, O daughter 
of Jerusalem. The king of Israel is in your midst. Do not fear evil any 
more. He will be glad and joyful about you. He will rest in your love. 
He will rejoice over you with shouting. I will give you a name and 
praise among all the peoples of the earth. (Zephaniah 3:14–17, 20)

Thus said Jehovah, your Redeemer, speaking to Jerusalem: “You shall 
be inhabited.” (Isaiah 44:24, 26)

Thus said Jehovah, “I will turn back to Zion and I will live in the 
center of Jerusalem. Therefore Jerusalem will be called the city of truth, 
and the mountain of Jehovah Sabaoth will be called a holy mountain.” 
(Zechariah 8:3, 20–23)
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Then you will know that I am Jehovah your God, living on Zion, the 
holy mountain, and Jerusalem will be holy. And on that day it will hap-
pen that the mountains will drip with new wine and the hills will flow 
with milk. And Jerusalem shall remain from generation to generation. 
(Joel 3:17–21)

[4] On that day the branch of Jehovah will be beautiful and glorious. 
And it will happen that the people left behind in Zion and remaining 
in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is written down as 
alive in Jerusalem. (Isaiah 4:2, 3)

At the end of days the mountain of Jehovah’s house will be established 
on the top of the mountains. Teaching will go forth from Zion and the 
Word of Jehovah from Jerusalem. (Micah 4:1, 2, 8)

At that time they will call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah, and all 
the nations will be gathered together to the name of Jehovah, to 
Jerusalem. No longer will they go toward the obstinacy of their evil 
heart. (Jeremiah 3:17)

Look toward Zion, the city of our appointed feasts. Your eyes will see 
Jerusalem, a peaceful dwelling place, a tabernacle that will not be taken 
down. Its stakes will never be removed and its ropes will not be broken. 
(Isaiah 33:20)

Not to mention other passages, such as Isaiah 24:23; 37:32; 66:10–14; 
Zechariah 12:3, 6–10; 14:8, 11, 12, 21; Malachi 3:4; Psalms 122:1–7; 137:5, 6.

[5] Jerusalem in the passages just quoted does not mean the Jerusa-
lem where Jews once lived, but the church of the Lord to come. This is 
clear from every detail of the description in the passages: for example, 
the point that Jehovah God is going to create a new heaven and a new 
earth, including a Jerusalem; that this Jerusalem is going to be a beautiful 
crown and a royal miter; that it is going to be called “holy,” “the city of 
truth,” “the throne of Jehovah,” “a peaceful dwelling place,” “a taber-
nacle that will not be taken down”; that the wolf and the lamb will feed 
together there; and we are told that the mountains there will drip with 
new wine, the hills will flow with milk, and it will remain from genera-
tion to generation. This is also clear from what we are told of the people 
there, that they are holy, they have all been written down as alive, and 
they are to be called “those redeemed by Jehovah.”

What is more, all these passages indicate that only at the time of 
the Lord’s Coming, especially his Second Coming, [but not before,] will 
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“Jerusalem” be the way these passages describe it. Before that, Jerusalem is 
not married; that is, it has not yet become the bride and wife of the Lamb, 
which is how the New Jerusalem is described in the Book of Revelation.

[6] In Daniel, Jerusalem means the church of today, the former 
[Christian] church. The beginning of this church is described in the fol-
lowing words.

Know and understand that from the going forth of the Word even to 
the restoration and building of Jerusalem, to the time of the Messiah’s 
rule, is seven weeks. After sixty-two weeks the street and the moat will 
be rebuilt and restored, but in troublesome times. (Daniel 9:25)

The end of the church of today is described in the following words 
from the same chapter:

In the end desolation [will fly in] on a bird of abominations; even to 
the close and the cutting down, it will drip steadily upon the devasta-
tion. (Daniel 9:27)

The final stages of the church of today are also what the following 
words of the Lord in Matthew are referring to:

When you see that the abomination of desolation foretold by the 
prophet Daniel is standing in the holy place, let those who read note it 
well. (Matthew 24:15)

Evidence that Jerusalem in the passages above does not mean the 
Jerusalem where Jews once lived is found in the passages in the Word in 
which we are told that Jerusalem has already been completely destroyed 
or is going to be in the future. See Jeremiah 5:1; 6:6, 7; 7:17, 18, and fol-
lowing; 8:5, 6, 7, and following; 9:11, 12, 13, 14, and following; 13:9, 10, 
14; 14:16; Lamentations 1:8, 9, 17; Ezekiel 4:1 to the end; 5:9 to the end; 
12:18, 19; 15:6, 7, 8; 16:1–63; 23:1–49; Matthew 23:37, 38; Luke 19:41–44; 
21:20, 21, 22; 23:28, 29, 30; besides many other passages. See also the pas-
sages where Jerusalem is referred to as Sodom (Isaiah 3:9; Jeremiah 23:14; 
Ezekiel 16:46, 48; and elsewhere).

783 The church belongs with the Lord. Because of the spiritual marriage 
between what is good and what is true, the Lord is called the Bridegroom 
and Husband and the church is called the bride and wife. Christians 
know this from the Word, especially from the following passages in it.

John said of the Lord, “The one who has the bride is the groom. The 
friend of the groom, though, who stands and hears him, rejoices at 
the voice of the groom.” (John 3:29)
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Jesus said, “As long as the bridegroom is with them, the children of the 
wedding cannot fast.” (Matthew 9:15; Mark 2:19, 20; Luke 5:35)

I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. (Revelation 21:2)

The angel said to John, “Come. I will show you the bride, the wife of the 
Lamb,” and from a mountain he showed him the holy city Jerusalem. 
(Revelation 21:9, 10)

The time for the Lamb’s wedding has come; his wife has prepared her-
self. Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
(Revelation 19:7, 9)

“I am the Root and the Offspring of David, a shining morning star.” 
The spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And those who are thirsty, come. 
Those who wish to, take the water of life freely. (Revelation 22:16, 17)

784It is in accordance with the divine design that the new heaven is to 
be formed first before the new church develops on earth. There is an 
inner level and an outer level to the church. Its inner level is united to 
the church in heaven, meaning heaven itself. This inner level has to be 
formed before the outer level; then the outer level is formed by means of 
the inner level. The clergy in the world today know that this is how it 
works.

The new heaven is what creates the inner level of the church within 
us. The more that heaven grows, the more the New Jerusalem (that is, 
the new church) comes down from that heaven. This cannot take place 
in a moment. It comes about as the falsities of the former church are 
removed. What is new cannot take hold where people have been born 
into false beliefs, unless those beliefs are first uprooted. This uprooting 
has to be done with the clergy first, and then the laity. The Lord said, 
“No one puts new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins would 
burst and the wine would pour out. They put new wine into new wine-
skins, and both are preserved together” (Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 
5:37, 38).

[2] The Lord’s own words make it clear that these things do not 
occur until “the close of the age,” meaning the end of the church.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of the heavens is like a person who sowed 
good seed in his field; but while people slept, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds and then went away. When the true crop sprouted, then 
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the weeds appeared as well. The servants came to him and said, ‘Do 
you want us to go and pull up the weeds?’ He said, ‘No. In pulling 
up the weeds, you might also uproot the wheat. Let them both grow 
together until the harvest. At the time of harvest, I will say to the 
harvesters, “First pull up the weeds and tie them into bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat into my barn.”’ The harvest is the close 
of the age. As the weeds are tied together and burned in the fire, so it 
will be at the close of the age.” (Matthew 13:24–30, 39, 40)

The wheat here means the true teachings and good actions that belong to 
the new church; the weeds mean the false teachings and evil actions that 
belong to the former church. (The fact that “the close of the age” means 
the end of the church was shown under the first heading in this chapter 
[§§753–756].)

785 As for the point that everything has both an inner and an outer 
level, and that the outer level is dependent on the inner level as a body is 
dependent on its soul, many things in our world serve to illustrate this, 
when they are thought about in the right way.

This is obvious in the case of humankind. Our entire body serves our 
mind. Therefore there is an inner and an outer aspect to everything we do 
and say. The part of our mind called the will is present in every action we 
take, and the part of our mind called the intellect is present in every 
word we say. Our awareness, too, has two levels.

Every type of bird and animal and even every type of worm and insect 
has an inner and an outer level. So does every type of tree, plant, and sprout 
and even every type of stone and dirt in the ground.

A brief comment about silkworms, bees, and the dirt in the ground 
will be enough to illustrate this. The inner level in a silkworm is what 
drives its outer level to make silk and then to take to the air as a moth. 
The inner level in a bee is what drives its outer level to drink in the ingre-
dients for honey from flowers and to build cells into amazing structures. 
The inner level of the dirt in the ground is what drives its outer level to 
support the germination of seeds by exhaling something from the center 
of each little piece of dirt, which penetrates into the center of the seed, 
causes it to sprout, and supports the growth of the plant even to the pro-
duction of new seeds.

The same is also true of their opposites. These, too, have an inner 
and an outer level. Take, for example, a spider. It has an inner level that 
drives its outer level; its inner level is its faculty and inclination to make a 
clever web and sit in the middle of it in order to capture and eat the flies 
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that get caught in it. The same two levels exist in every harmful insect, 
every type of snake, and every predatory animal in the forest. The same is 
also true of every godless, insidious, and deceitful human being.

This New Church Is the Crown of All the Churches 
That Have Ever Existed on This Planet

786As I have shown above [§760], to speak in general terms there have been 
four churches on this planet since the beginning: there was one before 
the Flood, a second after the Flood; the Israelite church was the third, 
and the church called Christian was the fourth.

All churches depend on the recognition and acknowledgment of the 
one only God, with whom the individual in the church is able to form 
a partnership. Yet all four churches so far on this earth have lacked this 
truth. Therefore it follows that after these four will come a church that will 
recognize and acknowledge the one only God. God’s divine love had no 
other purpose in creating the world than to unite humankind to himself, 
unite himself to humankind, and live with us in a partnership like this.

The former churches lacked this truth, because the earliest church, 
which existed before the Flood, worshiped a God who could not be 
seen. No partnership is possible with a God like that. The early church, 
which existed after the Flood, did the same. The Israelite church wor-
shiped Jehovah, who was essentially unable to be seen (Exodus 33:18–
23), although Jehovah God did appear in a human form that he took on 
through an angel. In this form he appeared to Moses, Abraham, Sarah, 
Hagar, Gideon, Joshua, and sometimes the prophets. That human form 
was a symbolic representation of the Lord who was yet to come. Because 
that form was symbolic, everything else in that church became symbolic 
as well. (It is well known that the sacrifices and other rituals of their wor-
ship symbolized the Lord who was to come, and that these symbolic acts 
were done away with when he came.)

[2] Now, the fourth church, which was called Christian, did indeed 
orally acknowledge one God, but a God in three persons, each of whom 
is individually a god in his own right. Therefore their Trinity was divided; 
it was not united in one Person. As a result, even though their lips would 
speak of one God, the picture of three gods was stuck fast in their minds. 
In fact, after the Council of Nicaea the church’s theologians came up 
with a new teaching of their own. They said that we ought to believe in 
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God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, none of whom 
can be seen, because all three came into being with the same divine 
essence before the world began. And yet, as mentioned just above, it is 
not possible to form a partnership with a God who cannot be seen. Peo-
ple are therefore still unaware that the one only God, who cannot be 
seen, came into the world and took on a human manifestation, not only 
for the purpose of redeeming humankind but also in order to become 
someone we could see and form a partnership with. We read, “The Word 
was with God, and the Word was God, and the Word became flesh” (John 
1:1, 14). And in Isaiah, “A Child is born to us; a Son is given to us. His 
name will be called God, Hero, Father of Eternity” (Isaiah 9:6). The 
prophets also say many times that Jehovah himself is going to come into 
the world and become the Redeemer. This took place through the human 
manifestation he took on.

787 This new church is the crown of all the churches that have ever 
existed on this planet because it will worship the one God, who can be 
seen, within whom is the God that cannot be seen, like a soul in a body. 
This is the only way we can form a partnership with God, because we 
are earthly and we think in earthly ways; and such a partnership must be 
formed in our thinking and then in the desires that belong to our love. 
This occurs when we think of God as a human being.

Establishing contact with a God we cannot see is like trying to make 
eye contact with the limitless vastness of outer space, or like being on the 
lookout in mid-ocean but not being able to see anything but endless sky 
and sea.

Establishing contact with a God we can see is like making eye contact 
with a person in the air or on the sea, whose arms then reach out, invit-
ing us into an embrace.

Any partnership between God and us must also be reciprocated as a 
partnership between us and God, and this second aspect of the partner-
ship is not possible unless we can see God.

[2] The fact that we were unable to see God before he took on a 
human manifestation is something the Lord himself teaches in John: 
“You have never heard the voice of the Father or seen what he looks 
like” (John 5:37). And in Moses we read that no one can see God and 
live (Exodus 33:20). In John we read that God’s human manifestation 
allows him to be seen: “No one has ever seen God. The only begotten 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, has made him visible” (John 1:18). 
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In the same gospel, “Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. Those who know me 
also know the Father, and those who see me also see the Father’” (John 
14:6, 7, 9).

As for the point that we form a partnership with the God that cannot 
be seen through the aspect of him that can be seen, that is, through the 
Lord—this is something the Lord himself teaches in the following passages:

Jesus said, “Live in me and I [shall live] in you. Those who live in me 
and I in them bear much fruit.” (John 15:4, 5)

On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me 
and I am in you. (John 14:20)

The glory that you gave me, I have given them so that they may be one 
as we are one—I in them and you in me, so that the love with which 
you loved me may be in them, and I may be in them. (John 17:22, 23, 
26; see also John 6:56)

See also the teachings that the Father and the Lord are one, and that we 
have to believe in him in order to have eternal life.

Many times already in this work I have demonstrated that our salva-
tion depends on our forming a partnership with God.

788Daniel prophesied that this church is going to supersede the churches 
that have existed since the world began, that it is going to last for ages 
of ages, and that it is going to be the crown of all the churches that have 
existed until now. The first time Daniel makes this prophecy is when 
he recounts and explains Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to him. It concerned 
four kingdoms, which meant the four churches; these were represented 
in the form of the statue Nebuchadnezzar saw. The text says, “In the 
days of these [kings], the God of the heavens will cause a kingdom to 
arise, which will never be destroyed. It will consume all the other king-
doms, and it shall stand forever” (Daniel 2:44). Daniel says that this will 
be caused by “a stone that becomes a great rock and fills the whole earth” 
(Daniel 2:35). A rock in the Word means the Lord’s divine truth.

The same prophet writes elsewhere:

I saw visions in the night, and behold, there was someone coming with 
the clouds of the heavens—someone like the Son of Humankind. He was 
given dominion, glory, and a kingdom. All peoples, nations, and tongues 
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will worship him. His dominion is a dominion of an age that will not 
pass, and his kingdom is one that will not perish. (Daniel 7:13, 14)

Daniel says this after having seen the four great beasts coming up out 
of the sea (Daniel 7:3). These beasts, too, represented the four former 
churches.

Both Daniel’s own words (Daniel 7:4) and the Lord’s (Matthew 
24:15, 30) make it clear that Daniel’s prophecies foretold what is happen-
ing at this very moment in time. Similar things are also said in the Book 
of Revelation:

The seventh angel sounded. Then great voices came from heaven say-
ing, “The kingdoms of the world have become kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and he will reign for ages of ages.” (Revelation 11:15)

789 As for what this church is going to be like, the other prophets gave 
predictions about it in many passages. I will present just a few here. In 
Zechariah,

There will be a day, which is known to Jehovah—it will not be day or 
night, but around the time of evening there will be light. In that day 
living waters will go forth from Jerusalem, and Jehovah will become 
king over the whole earth. In that day there will be one Jehovah, and 
his name will be one. (Zechariah 14:7, 8, 9)

In Joel,

And on that day it will happen that the mountains will drip with new 
wine and the hills will flow with milk. And Jerusalem shall remain 
from generation to generation. (Joel 3:18–20)

In Jeremiah,

At that time they will call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah, and all the 
nations will be gathered together to the name of Jehovah, to Jerusa-
lem. No longer will they go toward the obstinacy of their evil heart. 
(Jeremiah 3:17; Revelation 21:24, 26)

In Isaiah,

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a peaceful dwelling place, a tabernacle 
that will not be taken down. Its stakes will never be removed and its 
ropes will not be broken. (Isaiah 33:20)
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[2] In these passages, Jerusalem means the holy New Jerusalem, which is 
described in Revelation 21 and means the new church. Again, in Isaiah,

A branch will come out of the trunk of Jesse. Justice will be his loin-
cloth, and the truth will wrap his thighs. Then the wolf will live with 
the lamb, and the leopard [will lie down] with the goat. The young ox 
and the young lion and the fatted calf will be together, and a little child 
will lead them. The bull calf and the bear will graze; their offspring will 
lie down together. A nursing child will play over a cobra’s hole, and 
a weaned child will reach a hand over the den of a poisonous snake. 
They will not do evil and they will not defile themselves anywhere on 
my holy mountain, because the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
Jehovah. In that day the nations will seek the root of Jesse, who stands 
as a banner for the peoples, and glory will be his rest. (Isaiah 11:1, 5–10)

As we all know, these conditions do not yet exist in the churches, least of 
all in the most recent church. In Jeremiah,

Behold, the days are coming when I will make a new covenant. This 
will be the covenant. I will put my law inside them. I will write it on 
their hearts. I will be their God and they will be my people. They will 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest of them. (Jeremiah 
31:31–34; Revelation 21:3)

[3] Again, it is a well-known fact that conditions like these have not come 
about yet in the churches. The reason is that we have not turned to the 
God who can be seen—the God we “will all know.” Yet he himself is 
the Word or the law that he will put inside us and write on our heart. In 
Isaiah,

For Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest until its justice goes forth as bright-
ness and its salvation burns like a lamp. You will be called by a new 
name that the mouth of Jehovah will announce. You will also be a 
beautiful crown and a royal miter in the hand of your God. Jehovah will 
be pleased with you, and your land will be married. Behold, your salva-
tion is coming, and his reward is with him. They will call them “a holy 
people” and “those redeemed by Jehovah.” You will be called a sought-
after city, and not a deserted city. [Isaiah 62:1–4, 11, 12]

790What this church is going to be like is amply described in the Book 
of Revelation. That book is about the end of the former church and the 
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rise of the new church. The New Jerusalem, all the magnificent things 
about it, and its future as the bride and wife of the Lamb (Revelation 
19:7; 21:2, 9) are a portrayal of the new church.

From the Book of Revelation I will quote just the following words, 
when the New Jerusalem is seen, coming down from heaven. We read,

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people. He will be with them as their God. The 
nations that are being saved will walk in his light, and there will be no 
night there. I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you these things 
in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, a shining 
morning star. The spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And those who 
hear, say, ‘Come.’ And those who are thirsty, come. Those who wish to, 
take the water of life freely. Do indeed come, Lord Jesus! Amen. (Rev-
elation 21:3, 24, 25; 22:16, 17, 20)

Postscript

791 After this work was finished, the Lord called together the twelve disciples 
who followed him in the world. The next day he sent all of them out to 
the entire spiritual world to preach the gospel that the Lord God Jesus Christ 
reigns and that his kingdom will last for ages of ages, as foretold by Daniel 
(Daniel 7:13, 14) and by the Book of Revelation (Revelation 11:15); also that 
“people who come to the wedding feast of the Lamb are blessed” (Revela-
tion 19:9). This occurred on June 19, 1770. This is what the Lord was refer-
ring to when he said, “He will send out his angels, and they will gather his 
chosen people from one end of the heavens to the other” (Matthew 24:31).

[Additional Material]

792 The work Heaven and Hell is a treatment on the spiritual world. That 
work describes many things about that world; and because every human 
being comes into that world after death, that work also covers the states 
people go through there.
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Biographical Note

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG (1688–1772) was born Emanuel Swedberg (or 
Svedberg) in Stockholm, Sweden, on January 29, 1688 (Julian calendar). He 

was the third of the nine children of Jesper Swedberg (1653–1735) and Sara Behm 
(1666–1696). At the age of eight he lost his mother. After the death of his only older 
brother ten days later, he became the oldest living son. In 1697 his father married 
Sara Bergia (1666–1720), who developed great affection for Emanuel and left him a 
significant inheritance. His father, a Lutheran clergyman, later became a celebrated 
and controversial bishop, whose diocese included the Swedish churches in Pennsyl-
vania and in London, England.

After studying at the University of Uppsala (1699–1709), Emanuel journeyed 
to England, Holland, France, and Germany (1710–1715) to study and work with 
leading scientists in western Europe. Upon his return he apprenticed as an engineer 
under the brilliant Swedish inventor Christopher Polhem (1661–1751). He gained 
favor with Sweden’s King Charles XII (1682–1718), who gave him a salaried position 
as an overseer of Sweden’s mining industry (1716–1747). Although he was engaged, 
he never married.

After the death of Charles XII, Emanuel was ennobled by Queen Ulrika Eleonora 
(1688–1741), and his last name was changed to Swedenborg (or Svedenborg). This 
change in status gave him a seat in the Swedish House of Nobles, where he 
remained an active participant in the Swedish government throughout his life.

A member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences, he devoted himself to 
studies that culminated in a number of publications, most notably a comprehensive 
three- volume work on natural philosophy and metallurgy (1734) that brought him 
recognition across Europe as a scientist. After 1734 he redirected his research and 
publishing to a study of anatomy in search of the interface between the soul and 
body, making several significant discoveries in physiology.

From 1743 to 1745 he entered a transitional phase that resulted in a shift of his 
main focus from science to theology. Throughout the rest of his life he maintained 
that this shift was brought about by Jesus Christ, who appeared to him, called him 
to a new mission, and opened his perception to a permanent dual consciousness of 
this life and the life after death.

He devoted the last decades of his life to studying Scripture and publishing 
eighteen theological titles that draw on the Bible, reasoning, and his own spiritual 
experiences. These works present a Christian theology with unique perspectives on 
the nature of God, the spiritual world, the Bible, the human mind, and the path 
to salvation.

Swedenborg died in London on March 29, 1772, at the age of eighty-four. 
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