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Genesis 28:10-17 (NKJV) 
10   Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward 
Haran. 11 So he came to a certain place and stayed there all 
night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of 
that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to 
sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on 
the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it.

13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: “I am the Lord 
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on 
which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 14 Also 
your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall 
spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the 
south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will 
not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.”

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord 
is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and 
said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”


Divine Providence §191 
Our Own Prudence Is Nothing—It Only Seems to Be Something, 
As It Should.
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Divine Providence §210 
[I]f it did not appear to a person that he lives of himself, and thus 
that he thinks and wills, speaks and acts as though of himself, 
the person would not be human. From this it follows that if a 
person did not manage all the concerns of his function and life 
as though by his own prudence, he could not be led and 
directed by Divine providence. For he would be like someone 
standing with hands hanging limp, mouth open, and eyes 
closed, holding his breath and awaiting influx. ….

If you wish to be led by Divine providence, therefore, use 
prudence as a servant or assistant who faithfully manages the 
goods of his lord.


1 Corinthians 10:13-14 (NKJV) 
No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.


Divine Providence §216:2 
[H]onours and riches may be blessings, and that they may also 
be curses.


Divine Providence §217:2 
[T]hey are blessings in the case of people who do not place their 
heart in them, and that they are curses in the case of people who 
do place their heart in them. To place one’s heart in them is to 
love oneself in them, and not to place one’s heart in them is to 
love the uses, and not oneself, in them. …. [And] advancements 
and riches lead some people astray, and not others.
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Secrets of Heaven §7007:3 
[H]igh rank and wealth bring worldly but not eternal happiness. 
This being so, that happiness may be experienced both by those 
who are not upright and by those who are upright; and if the 
upright are denied it, it is in order that such things may not divert 
them from what is good.


Matthew 6:19-21 (NKJV) 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.


John 8:31-32, 34-36 (NKJV) 
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you 
abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” ….

34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 
commits sin is a slave of sin. 35 And a slave does not abide in 
the house forever, but a son abides forever. 36 Therefore if the 
Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.


John 15:14-17 (NKJV) 
14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 No 
longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what 
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things 
that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 16 You 
did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that 
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whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 17 
These things I command you, that you love one another.
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