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Psalm 19:7-14 (Kempton Project Translation, 
modified) 
7 The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul;

The testimony of Jehovah is faithful, making wise the simple;

8 The statutes of Jehovah are upright, making glad the heart;

The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes;

9 The fear of Jehovah is clean, standing forever;

The judgments of Jehovah are truth, they are altogether just.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, and more than much 
fine gold;

And sweeter than honey and the dropping of honeycombs.

11 Also by them Your servant is warned;

In keeping them there is much reward.

12 Who can understand errors?

From secret faults, hold me innocent.

13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins;

Let them not rule over me.

Then I shall be perfect,

And I shall be innocent from much transgression.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart

Be acceptable in Your sight,

O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.


New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine §241 
What makes heaven in the case of a person, also makes the 
church. For as love and faith make heaven, so too love and faith 
make the church.
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New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine §243 
For a church to exist, there must be teaching [or doctrine] from 
the Word, since the Word is not intelligible without teaching. But 
it is not teaching alone that makes the church in the case of a 
person, but living in accordance with that teaching. From this it 
follows that it is not faith alone which makes the church, but the 
life of faith, which is charity. 


Secrets of Heaven 2243:7 
…[The Lord] established a new Church, called the Christian 
Church, in which, to begin with, good that is the fruit of faith was 
present, and people lived together in charity as brethren. But 
with the passage of time it departed in different directions, and 
today has become such that people do not even know that faith 
is grounded in love to the Lord and charity towards the 
neighbour.


Secrets of Heaven §794 
Persuasions immensely increase when men mingle truths with 
cupidities, or make them favour the loves of self and of the 
world; for then in a thousand ways they pervert them and force 
them into agreement. For who that has imbibed or framed for 
himself a false principle does not confirm it by much that he has 
learned; and even from the Word? Is there any heresy that does 
not thus lay hold of things to confirm it? and even force, and in 
diverse ways explain and distort, things that are not in 
agreement, so that they may not disagree?
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Additional Reading 

“200 Years and 100 Miles: Doctrine’s Failure to Settle the Slavery 
Debate in the New Church” by the Rev. Christopher A. Barber. 
New Church Life. 2019. - https://bit.ly/2MCup68 (Download the 
PDF of the issue and then go to page 416.)


“Slavery in the American Context: Wadström, Swedenborgians, 
and an Abolitionist Myth” by the Rev. Dr. James F. Lawrence - 
https://bit.ly/2Uha0Im. (You’ll need to sign up for an account on 
academia.edu but you won’t have to pay anything to download 
the article.)


“Scholars on Swedenborg – Swedenborgians and the Original 
Black Lives Matter Movement: How the First George Bush 
Confronted Racial Justice Passivity in the Churches” by the Rev. 
Dr. James F. Lawrence - https://swedenborg.com/scholars-
swedenborgians-black-lives-matter-movement-george-bush/. 
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