
Readings from the Word of God 
2 August 2020 

Matthew 6:9-13 
Our Father, who art in the heavens hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven so upon the 
earth. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.


Apocalypse Revealed §457 
Consequently the delight and gratification sins give them 
continually carry these people along in them and into them, the 
way a favourable wind and current carry a ship onto rocks when 
both captain and crew are asleep.


Matthew 4:1 (NKJV) 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.


Apocalypse Explained §631 
[T]he external of the Word, which is called the sense of its letter, 
is written according to appearances in the world, because it is 
for children and the simple-minded, who have no perception of 
anything contrary to appearances. Therefore, as these advance 
in age, they are introduced by the sense of the letter, in which 
are appearances of truth, into interior truths, and thus 
appearances are put off by degrees, and in their place interior 
truths are implanted. 
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James 1:13-15 (NKJV) 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; 
for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt 
anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by 
his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
brings forth death.


James 1:2-4 (NKJV) 
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But 
let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing.


New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine §194  
Temptations serve to win for good mastery over evil and for truth 
mastery over falsity. They also serve to strengthen truths, and to 
join them to good qualities, while at the same time dispelling 
evils and the falsities that confirm them. They also serve to open 
up the internal spiritual self, and to make the natural self subject 
to it; also, to break down self-love and the love of the world, and 
to tame the longings which arise from this. When all this has 
happened a person gains enlightenment and a perception of 
what truth and good are, and what falsity and evil are. Thus he 
acquires intelligence and wisdom which thereafter go on 
increasing day by day.


Luke 22:31-32 (NKJV) 
31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked 
for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for 
you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned 
to Me, strengthen your brethren.”


2



Matthew 26:41 (NKJV) 
[Jesus said,] “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. 
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”


True Christianity §539 
There are two duties that we are obliged to perform after we 
have examined ourselves: prayer and confession. The prayer is 
to be a request that [the Lord] have mercy on us, give us the 
power to resist the evils that we have repented of, and provide 
us an inclination and desire to do what is good, since “without 
him we cannot do anything” (John 15:5). The confession is to be 
that we see, recognise, and admit to our evils and that we are 
discovering that we are miserable sinners. 


Luke 2:8-9, 13, 20 (NKJV) 
8   Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. ….

13   And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” ….

20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.


John 1:14 (NKJV) 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.
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