Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 28 June 2020
Children’s Talk
Psalm 121:7-8
Jehovah shall preserve you from all evil;
He shall preserve your soul.
Jehovah shall preserve your going out and your coming in
From this time forth, and even forevermore.

John 10:2-4
But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper
opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice.

Psalm 23:1-4 [referenced but not read during the talk]
Jehovah is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

Sermon for Adults
Exodus 3:7-8
And Jehovah said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in
Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their
sorrows. So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk
and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the
Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.

Divine Providence §83 [referenced but not read during the sermon]
For it to be known, however, how a person is regenerated, we must consider the
following three stages: the nature of a person's first state, which is a state of
damnation; the nature of his second state, which is a state of reformation; and the
nature of his third state, which is the state of regeneration....

As long as a person's character is such that he thinks about heaven and God in
accordance with religion, and does not think of evils as being sins, he is still in the
first state. But he comes into the second state or state of reformation when he begins
to think that there is such a thing as sin, and still more when he thinks that this or
that evil is a sin, and when he examines it somewhat in himself and does not will it.
A person's third state, which is the state of regeneration, picks up and continues on
from the prior state. It begins when a person desists from evils as being sins,
progresses as he refrains from them, and is perfected as he fights against them; and
as with the Lord's help he overcomes them, he is then regenerated.

Numbers 14:2-4
And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole
congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we
had died in this wilderness! Why has Jehovah brought us to this land to fall by the
sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for
us to return to Egypt?” So they said to one another, “Let us select a leader and
return to Egypt.”

Deuteronomy 8:2-4
And you shall remember that Jehovah your God led you all the way these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed
you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers
know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man
lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of Jehovah. Your garments did not
wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years.

Secrets of Heaven §8403:2
People uninformed about human regeneration suppose that a person can be
regenerated without temptation, and some that he has been regenerated after he
has undergone a single temptation. But let it be known that no one can be
regenerated without temptation, and that he suffers very many temptations, following
one after another. The reason for this is that regeneration takes place to the end that
the life of the old man may die and a new, heavenly life may be instilled. From this
one may recognize that conflict is altogether inevitable; for the life of the old man
stands its ground and refuses to be snuffed out, and the life of the new man cannot
enter except where the life of the old has been snuffed out. From this it is evident
that fierce conflict takes place between mutually hostile sides, since each is fighting
for its life.

Joshua 5:10-12 [referenced but not read during the sermon]
Now the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth
day of the month at twilight on the plains of Jericho. And they ate of the produce of
the land on the day after the Passover, unleavened bread and parched grain, on the
very same day. Then the manna ceased on the day after they had eaten the produce
of the land; and the children of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate the food of
the land of Canaan that year.

