Notes for Children’s Talk & Sermon Outline for
Sunday, 21 June 2020

Children’s Talk: The Healing Leaves of the Tree of Life
- You’ve probably heard that two days ago was the 250th birthday of the New Church.
- Last week Mr. Glenn explained that we’re celebrating 250 years of a new way of
understanding the Lord and how He wants us to live which is called “the New Church”.
- Today, I want us to think about what difference the New Church can make?
- What difference does the New Church make to the world?
- What difference does the New Church make to you?
- One of the stories in the Bible that’s all about the New Church is the vision that John had at
the end of the book of Revelation of the Holy City New Jerusalem, descending from God out
of heaven.
- I want to focus on just one little detail from that vision.
- Revelation 22:1-3 (NKJV)
- 1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on
either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree
yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.
- You might remember that the Tree of Life was there in the story of Adam and Eve at the
beginning of the Bible and then, when they disobeyed the Lord, they had to leave the Garden
of Eden and they didn’t have access to the Tree of Life anymore.
- Now, at the end of the Bible, people can have access to the Tree of Life again!
- It’s an amazing tree, with 12 different fruits.
- And it also has very special leaves.
- We might not tend to notice the leaves on a tree.
- Did you hear what was special about the leaves?
- It said, “leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations”.
- Even today we still use leaves and other parts of plants for medicines.
- Let’s talk about one example.
- Have you ever been stung by a blue bottle jellyfish at the beach?
- It’s sore isn’t it?
- Do you know what can help soothe the sting?
- There’s sometimes a succulent plan that grows in the dunes and if you break the
leaves of it, the gel that comes out can make the sting feel better.
- A little plant that you might not have even noticed as you ran down the beach
suddenly becomes very important and makes a big difference in your experience of
life.
- So how can the leaves of the Tree of Life make a difference to us?
- The leaves mean true ideas from the Lord.
- People can very easily get confused or mixed up ideas about how the world works or about
themselves or about other people.
- We can too.
- Some of those ideas can hurt us—they can sting.
- For example, we can believe some things about ourselves that can sting pretty badly.
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- Have you been having a lot of fights at home?
- We’ve had plenty of fights at our house.
- And I’ve heard from other people in South Africa and also people I know in America that
they’re also having plenty of fights at all of their houses.
- And I would guess that it’s also the same in Spain and China and Nigeria and all over
the world.
- It’s hard to be in this lockdown thing and not be able to go where we want when we
want and see other people and have fun together.
- And so, of course, we’ll have more fights than normal at home because we’re
spending more time than normal at home and more time with just our family
members.
Sometimes
in fights people say mean things to us:
- “You always try to control everyone!”
- “You always hit people when you get upset!”
- Part of what makes those things hurt is that part of us wonders if they’re true.
- We might fight back and say, “No I don’t! You always….”
- But inside part of us is hurting because we know that we do sometimes do those mean
things.
- How can the leaves of the Tree of Life bring healing?
- When we’ve done something wrong, the evil spirits love to pile on and make it worse,
“Yes!” they say, “You are terrible! How could you do that? You’re such a bad person.”
- What does the Lord say?
- In Jeremiah he says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love….” (Jeremiah 31:3).
- Part of what the New Church gives us is a beautiful and clear picture of the Lord
and His love for each one of us.
- There’s not three separate Gods - with a God the Father up in heaven judging
us, and Jesus as a separate person, and the Holy Spirit as a third person of
God.
- No, there’s just the Lord God Jesus Christ who is human and loving.
- He is our caring Heavenly Father.
- He has always loved us and He will always love us.
- So when you’re upset after a fight and are feeling angry at other people and also angry at
yourself and feeling like you might be a stupid and bad person, take the Lord’s truths and put
them on the part that hurts.
- Picture the Lord in your mind, smiling at you, hugging you, listening to you, helping you
figure out what to do.
- Let His love soothe what hurts.
- “I hit that person because I wanted to hurt them.”
- And the Lord still loves you and can help you find a different way to respond.
- “I called that person a lot of mean things.”
- And the Lord still loves you and you’re not a bad person and He can help you
to apologise.
- What difference does the New Church make to the world?
- What difference does the New Church make to you?
- It can heal the things that hurt us and hurt other people so that we and all people can be
more loving and kind to each other.
- That’s a pretty big difference. Amen.
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Living in a Post-Apocalyptic World, Part 3:
The Future of the New Church
A Sermon by Pastor Malcolm G. Smith
21 June 2020
Intro
- We titled this sermon series, “Living in a Post-Apocalyptic World” because, as we’ve talked
about for the last two Sundays, the New Church teaches that the Apocalypse has already
taken place, over 250 years ago.
- One thing we haven’t really acknowledge yet, in this series, is what sorts of imagery usually
come to mind when we talk about something being “post-apocalyptic”.
- If someone told you that they watched a post-apocalyptic movie or read a postapocalyptic book you can pretty much picture the movie poster or book cover, can’t you?
- Some sort of washed out, grey scene, with buildings and cars destroyed by
whatever calamity took place, and some lone figure or small group of figures facing
a grim new world.
- That’s living in a post-apocalyptic world, right?
- And with this whole pandemic, and riots around the world, and world leaders jockeying
with each other, we can kind of picture things going that direction.
- Is that the future that we can look forward to?
- Or should we look forward to a beautiful future?
- What’s the New Church going to look like in the next fifty years, the next two hundred
and fifty years, or the next thousand years?
- Will we see the effects of the Holy City New Jerusalem descending to earth in a more
and more tangible way?
- Are we heading towards a utopia or a dystopia?
- I’m a big fan of a Bible Study called Spirit and Life Bible Study that the Rev. Dr. Jonathan
Rose ran for a bunch of years.
- He stopped doing it a few years ago but there’s still eight years of old episodes to enjoy
and I regularly will download an episode to my podcasts to listen to (https://
www.spiritandlifebiblestudy.com/).
- Anyway, after listening to this podcast for years, I noticed that, pretty often, Jonathan
would read something from the Old Testament prophets and, based on that, would talk
about what things will be like in this Second Coming / New Church / Christianity 2.0 era.
- This, frankly, confused me a bit because, in my reading, I hadn’t come across much
in the teachings of the New Church themselves about what the future of the New
Church would look like.
- In fact, I’d read passages like the one Joel read last week, which said that
“The future state of the world will be exactly the same as it has been up to
now; for the mighty change which has taken place in the spiritual world does
not cause any change in the external appearance of the natural world” (Last
Judgment §73).
- And so I wondered where Jonathan was getting the confidence to talk in this way.
- Lo and behold, I was listening to an episode about the Second Coming in
preparation for this sermon, and he gave me the answer.
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- He pointed out that, in the last book that Swedenborg published, True Christianity or True
Christian Religion, there are chapters about lots of other things and the final chapter is about
the second coming and the New Church.
- So, if you’re reading along, you get excited when you get to that chapter - “Now we’re
going to hear about what this whole New Church thing is going to be like….”
- But then you read that chapter and it talks about a lot of things but nothing about what
the New Church is going to be like.
- And then in §789—two passages before the last passage of the book §791 where he
talks about June 19th and the disciples being sent out in the spiritual world—Swedenborg
finally gets around to talking about what the New Church will be like.
- This is what it says,
- True Christianity §789
- As for what this church is going to be like, the… prophets gave predictions
about it in many passages.
- Then he quotes a couple of passages from the prophets, with very little explanation
or commentary.
Then,
in §790, he says, “What this church is going to be like is amply described in the
Book of Revelation.”
- And he quotes just one passage from Revelation.
- Then we get §791 and the book ends.
- I find it anticlimactic and frustrating.
- And, after reflecting on it, I also find it to be perfect.
- I’ll see if I can explain to you why.
- But now you can see why Jonathan was doing what he was doing in terms of using the
prophets to talk about the future of the New Church.
- Because there’s a passage that says that’s what you should do.
- I swear that passage wasn’t there before.
The
main
thing I want to do today, as we think about the future of the New Church, is to read
from the prophets and from the book of Revelation and see what we can get from that.
- But before we go there I want to remind you of what the teachings of the New Church say
about where the second coming of the Lord will be.

Where the Second Coming of the Lord Will Be
- One of the repeated scriptural images of the Lord’s second coming is this:
- Matthew 24:30 (NKJV)
- Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.
- And the teachings of the New Church explain that the clouds here mean the often difficult and
cloudy pages of the literal sense of the Word.
- And the promise that people will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven means
that people will see the Lord in the literal sense of the Word and it will be lit up and beautiful
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with the glory and power of the spiritual meaning of the Lord’s Word (see True Christianity
§776).
- The literal sense of the Word was the medium through which Swedenborg connected with
heaven and the Lord and how He received the revelation of the teachings of the New Church.
- He writes in True Christianity §779:
- I testify in truth that the Lord manifested himself to me, His servant, and assigned
me to this task [of accepting the teachings of the New Church intellectually and
also publish them in printed form]; after doing so, He opened the sight of my spirit
and brought me into the spiritual world; and He has allowed me to see the heavens
and the hells and to have conversations with angels and spirits on a continual basis
for many years now. I also testify that ever since the first day of this calling, I have
accepted nothing regarding the teachings of this church from any angel; what I
have received has come from the Lord alone while I was reading the Word.
- Swedenborg was reading the same book that we have access to today.
- The Lord can make His second coming with us in the pages of that same old book that we
have lying around somewhere.
- In that book we will see Him coming with power and great glory.
- If you think about it, the literal sense of the Word is not changing.
- And the Lord is not changing—in Hebrews it says that “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever” (13:8).
- So it’s not something where we need to wait for the Lord to make His coming.
- He’s already there in His Word, all the time, in every verse.
- The difference is on our side, are our eyes open to see Him there or not?
- Are we willing to do the work to read His Word and learn how to see Him there or not?
- He’s there in the Old Testament prophets and the book of Revelation, telling us about how
things will be in the future and how they can be in our individual spiritual futures; can we see
Him?

True Christianity §§789-790
- Now I want to go back to True Christianity §§789-790 and read those couple of passages
from the Old Testament prophets and the book of Revelation that Swedenborg gives as
examples of the predictions of what the New Church is going to be like.
- True Christianity §789 {my comments in curly brackets and italics}
- In Zechariah
There will be a day, which is known to Jehovah—it will not be day or night, but
around the time of evening there will be light. In that day living waters will go forth
from Jerusalem, and Jehovah will become king over the whole earth. In that day
there will be one Jehovah, and his name will be one. (Zechariah 14:7-9)
- {By the way, one scriptural clue that the New Church is being talked about is
when it says “in that day”, or “in those days”—look for that when you’re
reading the prophets.
- Promises here about no more arguing about the number of persons in the
Trinity and the Lord being completely in charge.}
In Joel,
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And on that day it will happen that the mountains will drip with new wine and the
hills will flow with milk. And Jerusalem shall remain from generation to generation.
(Joel 3:18-20)
In Jeremiah,
At that time they will call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah, and all the nations will
be gathered together to the name of Jehovah, to Jerusalem. No longer will they go
toward the obstinacy of their evil heart. (Jeremiah 3:17; Revelation 21:24, 26)
- {What a promise! My evil heart can be quite obstinate and it’s comforting to
know that one day I will learn to go a different direction to head in.}
In Isaiah,
Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a peaceful dwelling place, a tabernacle that will not
be taken down. Its stakes will never be removed and its ropes will not be broken.
(Isaiah 33:20)
- {We sometimes wonder if the New Church will last forever or if it will also have
a decline and need to have the Lord come and start yet another church?
- Will there be a sixth church? A seventh?
- Right after quoting this passage Swedenborg writes this:}
In these passages, Jerusalem means the holy New Jerusalem, which is described in
Revelation 21 and means the new church.
- {So the New Church will be a tabernacle whose stakes will never be removed.
- Individual congregations or natural world organisations may come to an end
but the New Church movement, the New Church era will last forever.}
[I]n Isaiah,
A branch will come out of the trunk of Jesse. Justice will be his loincloth, and the
truth will wrap his thighs. Then the wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard [will
lie down] with the goat. The young ox and the young lion and the fatted calf will be
together, and a little child will lead them. The bull calf and the bear will graze; their
offspring will lie down together. A nursing child will play over a cobra's hole, and a
weaned child will reach a hand over the den of a poisonous snake. They will not do
evil and they will not defile themselves anywhere on my holy mountain, because
the earth will be full of the knowledge of Jehovah. In that day the nations will seek
the root of Jesse, who stands as a banner for the peoples, and glory will be his
rest. (Isaiah 11:1, 5-10)
- {After quoting this Swedenborg makes another comment.}
As we all know, these conditions do not yet exist in the churches, least of all in the most
recent church.
- {We’re not there yet but that’s where we’re headed. And then He quotes
another passage.}
In Jeremiah,
Behold, the days are coming when I will make a new covenant. This will be the
covenant. I will put my law inside them. I will write it on their hearts. I will be their
God and they will be my people. They will all know me, from the least of them to
the greatest of them. (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Revelation 21:3)
- {I love that one.
- Then Swedenborg makes another comment.}
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Again, it is a well-known fact that conditions like these have not come about yet in the
churches. The reason is that we have not turned to the God who can be seen—the God
we “will all know.” Yet he himself is the Word or the law that he will put inside us and
write on our heart.
- {Then He quotes one last passage.}
In Isaiah,
For Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest until its justice goes forth as brightness and its
salvation burns like a lamp. You will be called by a new name that the mouth of
Jehovah will announce. You will also be a beautiful crown and a royal miter in the
hand of your God. Jehovah will be pleased with you, and your land will be married.
Behold, your salvation is coming, and his reward is with him. They will call them “a
holy people” and “those redeemed by Jehovah.” You will be called a sought-after
city, and not a deserted city. [Isaiah 62:1-4, 11-12]
- {And now we will read the next passage that talks about the book of Revelation.}
- True Christianity §790
- What this church is going to be like is amply described in the Book of Revelation. That
book is about the end of the former church and the rise of the new church. The New
Jerusalem, all the magnificent things about it, and its future as the bride and wife of the
Lamb (Revelation 19:7; 21:2, 9) are a portrayal of the new church.
From the Book of Revelation I will quote just the following words, when the New
Jerusalem is seen, coming down from heaven. We read,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with people, and He will dwell with them. They will
be His people. He will be with them as their God. The nations that are being saved
will walk in His light, and there will be no night there. I, Jesus, have sent my angel
to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of
David, a shining morning star. The spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And those who
hear, say, ‘Come.’ And those who are thirsty, come. Those who wish to, take the
water of life freely. Do indeed come, Lord Jesus! Amen. (Revelation 21:3, 24-25;
22:16-17, 20)
- Elsewhere in the teachings of the New Church these verses are explained like this:
- Apocalypse Revealed §956
- “Let him who hears say, ‘Come!’” symbolically means that anyone who hears about
the Lord’s coming and about the New Heaven and New Church, thus about the
Lord’s kingdom, and so has some knowledge of these, should pray for the Lord to
come. “Let him who thirsts say, ‘Come!’” symbolically means that anyone who
longs for the Lord’s kingdom and truths at that time should pray for the Lord to
come with light. “Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely” symbolically
means that whoever is moved by love to learn truths and assimilate them into
himself will receive them from the Lord apart from any endeavors of his own.
- Have you prayed for the Lord to come?
- I know that I don’t do it often enough.
- One way is to try to have this passage in mind when you pray “Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, as in heaven so upon the earth.”
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- Mean those words when you say them!
- Pray for it, long for it, and go take the water of life freely!
- Go read His Word.
- He’s already there in the clouds if we can only learn to open our eyes to see
Him and welcome Him.

250 Years In
- I don’t know what the future is going to look like—in the short term or the long term.
- Externally things could look a lot worse—that’s not outside the realm of possibility.
- But I have faith that internally things are going to be heading in a good direction.
- 250 years after the call of Abraham is around when Abraham’s grandson Jacob had just
moved to Egypt with his twelve sons and their families.
- At that point the sum total of the Jewish religion would have been probably not much
more than 100 people and they were about to be enslaved in Egypt for over four
hundred years.
- 250 years into Christianity there were hundreds of thousands of Christians, possibly over a
million, but still only about half a percent of the total world population (“How Many Christians?”
By Philip Jenkins. The Anxious Bench. - https://bit.ly/2NePq7o)
- And they were going through a series of persecutions by the Roman emperors.
- 250 years in, this New Church project is still just beginning.
- We are fortunate enough to be among the few people who are overtly aware of the New
Church and the Second Coming of the Lord.
- We benefit from the work that has been done by New Church people before us.
- The scholarly work to translate and understand the teachings of the New Church.
- The reflective work to try to understand the personal implications and applications of a
whole variety of teachings in the Bible.
- And the repentance work of all the people who have come before us—the work they did
to acknowledge their own selfishness and pride and shortsightedness and lust and
vengefulness and desire to control.
- We are indebted to each person who has done that work—or allowed the Lord do
that work in them—because it helps us to see our own evils and acknowledge the
places where we are not on the right track.
- We have our own work to do to further the cause of the New Church.
- To repent in our individual lives.
- To examine ourselves and see where we are breaking the Lord’s commandments
and hurting other people.
To
reach
out to other people, to spread the truths and love of the New Church with the
people around us.
- To actually read the Lord’s Word—whether the Bible or the teachings of the New Church
—we need to be reading something for the Lord to be able to come into our lives more
than He currently is.
- It’s hard going—even with the help of the teachings of the New Church, things can
be awfully cloudy sometimes.
- We’re working our way through the book of Revelation at the moment in Bible
Study and it is weird and difficult to understand.
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- And each time I have some anxiety that I’m not going to be able to
understand it well enough myself to be able to help other people understand.
- But, every time it eventually comes alive and I see the Lord and His teachings
a bit more clearly.
- So I know that attending Bible Study doesn’t fit into everyone’s schedule or
life at the moment, but if you can come, come!
- And if you can’t come, then listen to Spirit and Life Bible Study!
- It might not be your cup of tea at first, but stick with it, learn something,
and you might gradually find that you can actually see and hear the Lord
in the Lord’s Word.
- We’ll now end with the last words of the Bible.
- Revelation 22:17,… 20-21 (NKJV)
- 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let
him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. ….
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly. Amen.”
Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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