Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 9 August 2020
Children’s Talk
Matthew 25:34-46
Then the King will say to those on His right hand, “Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was
hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger
and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to Me.”
Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see You
hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger
and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in
prison, and come to You?”
And the King will answer and say to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch
as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
Then He will also say to those on the left hand, “Depart from Me, you cursed,
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and
you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit Me.”
Then they also will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see You hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?”
Then He will answer them, saying, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” And these will go
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Sermon for Adults
Matthew 6:14-15
For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

True Christian Religion §73
God, according to His laws of order, cannot remit the sins of anyone except in so far
as he, according to his laws of order, abstains from them

Matthew 5:23-24
Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

Matthew 18:23-35
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master
commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that
payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, “Master, have
patience with me, and I will pay you all.” Then the master of that servant was moved
with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him
a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, “Pay
me what you owe!” So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him,
saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.” And he would not, but went
and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants
saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all
that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, “You
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not
also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?” And his
master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was
due to him.
So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does
not forgive his brother his trespasses.

Secrets of Heaven §2023
Love to the Lord cannot possibly be separated from love towards the neighbour, for
the Lord's love is directed towards the whole human race whom He wishes to save
eternally and to join so completely to Himself that not a single one of them perishes.
Anyone therefore who has love to the Lord possesses the Lord's love and so cannot
help but love the neighbour.

