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Exodus 2:11-15 
Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his 
brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, 
one of his brethren. So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, 
he struck the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. And when he went out the second 
day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and he said to the one who did the 
wrong, “Why are you striking your companion?” 

Then he said, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to 
kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”  

So Moses feared and said, “Surely this thing is known!” When Pharaoh heard of 
this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and 
dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §1949 
[The person whose rational is just truth] is quick to find fault, makes no allowances, 
is against all, regards everyone as being in error, is instantly prepared to rebuke, to 
chasten, and to punish, shows no pity, does not apply himself and makes no effort to 
redirect people's thinking; for he views everything from the standpoint of truth, and 
nothing from the standpoint of good. 
 

Exodus 16:15-22 
Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat 
down by a well. 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they came and drew water, 
and they filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. Then the shepherds came and 
drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. 

When they came to Reuel their father, he said, “How is it that you have come so 
soon today?” 

And they said, “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, and he 
also drew enough water for us and watered the flock.” 

So he said to his daughters, “And where is he? Why is it that you have left the 
man? Call him, that he may eat bread.” 

Then Moses was content to live with the man, and he gave Zipporah his 
daughter to Moses. And she bore him a son. He called his name Gershom, for he 
said, “I have been a stranger in a foreign land.” 
 

Mark 10:20-21 
“Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.” 

Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go 
your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” 
  



Additional Passages on Youth 
While there was not space to quote these passages in the sermon itself, they formed 
the backbone of my thinking on the subject. 

 
Secrets of Heaven §10225 
The second state lasts from the fifth to the twentieth year. This is a state in which 
instruction is received and knowledge is acquired; and it is called later childhood.... 
This is not yet a state in which understanding exists because the young person does 
not arrive at any conclusion by himself; neither by himself does he draw any 
distinction between one truth and another, nor even between truth and falsity, only 
with the help of others. His thought and speech consist purely of matters contained 
in his memory, thus solely of acquired knowledge; nor does he see or perceive 
whether something is true unless he takes it on trust from his teacher, consequently 
because another says it is. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §6766 

...in the internal sense the subject here [Moses judging between the Hebrews] is the 
development of Divine Truth as it exists with the person who is being regenerated. 
Its development is such that at first the person can distinguish falsity from truth, for 
the truth he has enables him to see falsity since it is the opposite of the truth. But he 
cannot at that early stage settle between one truth of faith and another within the 
Church. To be able to do this he must make further advances; for a person's 
enlightenment increases gradually. This is clearly recognizable from those who are 
in adolescent years and at the start of manhood. They think that the teachings of 
their Church are the absolute truth, and these they use to distinguish falsities. But 
they are not yet able to reconcile matters of faith within the Church when these 
disagree with one another; that ability comes in a sequence of stages. This being so, 
the person to whom that ability can be given must also be someone who is rather 
more mature in years, someone in whom the more internal levels of the 
understanding have been enlightened. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §3603 

This may be illustrated from what happens to a person in the first and second stages 
of life, and after that in the third and fourth stages. During the first stage nothing 
more than his memory is involved in his knowing things in the Word and likewise 
matters of doctrine regarding faith. During this stage also he believes he is good 
when he knows many things from the Word and from doctrine and is able to apply 
some of them not to his own life but to the lives of others. During the second stage 
when he is more grown up he is not content to know only with his memory things in 
the Word and matters of doctrine but now begins to reflect on these with his own 
ability to think, and insofar as he adds anything to these from his own thought he is 
pleased by it. Consequently he is moved by an affection for truth which originates in 
some worldly love, which is also a means to his learning further things which would 
be neglected by him but for that worldly love. 


