Readings from the Word of God
Friday, 25 December 2020
Luke 2:8-20
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped
in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they came with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had
seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this
Child. And all those who heard it marvelled at those things which were told them by
the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. Then
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was told them.

1 Samuel 17:34-37
But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a
lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, I went out after it and struck it,
and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by
its beard, and struck and killed it. Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of
the living God.” Moreover David said, “Jehovah, who delivered me from the paw of
the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this
Philistine.”
And Saul said to David, “Go, and Jehovah be with you!”

2 Kings 6:15-17
And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an
army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him,
“Alas, my master! What shall we do?”
So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who
are with them.” And Elisha prayed, and said, “Jehovah, I pray, open his eyes that he
may see.” Then Jehovah opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Secrets of Heaven §9410:5
What truth in its power is must also be stated briefly. In the Word angels are called
'powers'; and it is also well known in the Church that they are such. Yet they are not

powers by virtue of anything their own, only by virtue of the Lord; for they are
recipients of Divine truth which is from the Lord. The power they have from the Lord
is such that one of them can drive away a thousand of the devil's crew, confine them
to the hells, and keep them in check. For Divine truth which is from the Lord fills the
heavens and forms them; and if you are willing to believe it, all things were made
and created through that truth.

Secrets of Heaven §344
What is the use of faith, that is, what is the use of knowledge, awareness, and
doctrine related to faith, other than of becoming such as it teaches? The first thing
faith teaches is charity, Mark 11:28-35; Matt. 22:35-40, charity being the goal of
everything faith has in view. If a person does not become as it teaches, what is
knowledge or doctrine but something which is in fact nothing?

