Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 3 January 2020
Genesis 14-19
Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; and
let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it
was so. Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. God set them in the firmament
of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night,
and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. So the
evening and the morning were the fourth day.

Matthew 24:42-51
Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this,
that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would
have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his
household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his
master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will make
him ruler over all his goods. But if that evil servant says in his heart, “My master is
delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink
with the drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not
looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, and will cut him in two and
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

Heaven and Hell §163-164
Angels do not know what time is, although with them there is a successive
progression of all things, as there is in the world, and this so completely that there is
no difference whatever; and the reason is that in heaven instead of years and days
there are changes of state; and where there are years and days there are times, but
where there are changes of state there are states.
In the world there are times because the sun of the world seemingly advances in
succession from one degree to another, producing times that are called seasons of
the year; and besides, it revolves about the earth, producing times that are called
times of day; both of these by fixed alternations. With the sun of heaven it is
different. This does not mark years and days by successive progressions and
revolutions, but in its appearance it marks changes of state; and this, as has been
shown in the preceding chapter, is not done by fixed alternations. Consequently no
idea of time is possible to angels; but in its place they have an idea of state (see
above n. 154).

Isaiah 60:19-20
The sun shall no longer be your light by day,
Nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you;
But Jehovah will be to you an everlasting light,
And your God your glory.

Your sun shall no longer go down,
Nor shall your moon withdraw itself;
For Jehovah will be your everlasting light,
And the days of your mourning shall be ended.

