Readings from the Word of God
10 January 2021
Joshua 20:1-6 (NKJV, modified)
Jehovah also spoke to Joshua, saying, 2 “Speak to the children
of Israel, saying: ‘Appoint for yourselves cities of refuge, of which
I spoke to you through Moses, 3 that the slayer who kills a person
accidentally or unintentionally may flee there; and they shall be
your refuge from the avenger of blood. 4 And when he flees to
one of those cities, and stands at the entrance of the gate of the
city, and declares his case in the hearing of the elders of that city,
they shall take him into the city as one of them, and give him a
place, that he may dwell among them. 5 Then if the avenger of
blood pursues him, they shall not deliver the slayer into his hand,
because he struck his neighbour unintentionally, but did not hate
him beforehand. 6 And he shall dwell in that city until he stands
before the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the
one who is high priest in those days. Then the slayer may return
and come to his own city and his own house, to the city from
which he fled.’ ”
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True Christianity §510
The church takes hold in us when we are regenerated, and we
are all regenerated when we abstain from things that are evil and
sinful and run away from them as we would run if we saw hordes
of hellish spirits pursuing us with flaming torches, intending to
attack us and throw us onto a bonfire.

Psalm 57:1-3 (NKJV)
1

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me!
For my soul trusts in You;
And in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge,
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Until these calamities have passed by.
I will cry out to God Most High,
To God who performs all things for me.
He shall send from heaven and save me;
He reproaches the one who would swallow me up.
Selah

Psalm 57:3-7 (NKJV)
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God shall send forth His mercy and His truth.
My soul is among lions;
I lie among the sons of men
Who are set on fire,
Whose teeth are spears and arrows,
And their tongue a sharp sword.
They have prepared a net for my steps;
My soul is bowed down;
They have dug a pit before me;
Into the midst of it they themselves have fallen.
Selah
My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast;
I will sing and give praise. ….

Isaiah 28:14-15 (NKJV, modified)
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Therefore hear the word of Jehovah, you scornful men,
Who rule this people who are in Jerusalem,
Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with
death,
And with hell we have made a vision.
When the overflowing scourge passes through,
It will not come to us,
For we have made lies our refuge,
And under falsehood we have hidden ourselves.”
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Isaiah 28:17 (NKJV)
17

The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies,
And the waters will overflow the hiding place.

Proverbs 14:26 (NKJV)
26

In the fear of Jehovah there is strong confidence,
And His children will have a place of refuge.

Secrets of Heaven §5396
There was a large crowd of spirits around me, which sounded
like a disorderly lot going by. They were all grumbling, declaring
that everything was now being destroyed; for no unity at all was
apparent among those who constituted that crowd of spirits,
which made them fear destruction. They also imagined that they
faced total destruction…. But I detected in the midst of them a
soft, sweet angelic sound, which was a wholly well-ordered one.
Angelic choirs were present in the middle of them, while the
actual crowd of spirits in all their disorder were on the outside.
That angelic stream of sound lasted for a long time, and I was
told that it served to represent the way in which the Lord
regulates confused and disordered outward elements from a
peaceful centre within them; He brings order into the disordered
most outlying elements by withholding each one from the error
peculiar to it.

Ephesians 6:10-18 (NKJV)
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against
10

3

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore
take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put
on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet
with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking
the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication….
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Doctrine of Charity §166
Before the battle he raises his mind to the Lord, and commits his
life into His hand; and after he has done this, he lets his mind
down from its elevation into the body and becomes brave; the
thought of the Lord—which he is then unconscious of remaining
still in his mind, above his bravery. And then if he dies, he dies in
the Lord; if he lives, he lives in the Lord.

Psalm 46:1-2 (NKJV)
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God is our refuge and strength,
A very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear,
Even though the earth be removed….
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