
Readings from the Word of God 
7 February 2021 

Mark 1:9-13 (NKJV, modified) 
9 It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And 
immediately, coming up from the water, he saw the heavens 
parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. 11 Then 
a voice came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. 13 And 
He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, 
and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to Him.


Heaven and Hell §421 
The world of spirits is neither heaven nor hell but a place or state 
between the two. It is where we first arrive after death, being in 
due time either raised into heaven or cast into hell from it 
depending on our life in this world.


Heaven and Hell §429 
The world of spirits looks like a valley surrounded by mountains 
and cliffs, with dips and rises here and there. The doors and 
gates to heavenly communities are visible only to people who 
are being readied for heaven. …. The doors and gates to the 
hells are visible only to the people who are going to enter them.
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Heaven and Hell §491 
There are three states that we pass through after death before 
we arrive in either heaven or hell. The first state is one of 
exteriors, the second is one of interiors, and the third is one of 
preparation. We go through these states in the world of spirits.


Heaven and Hell §493 
Our first state after death is like our state in this world, since we 
are then similarly involved in outward concerns. We have similar 
faces, voices, and character; we lead similar moral and civil 
lives. [I]t still seems to us as though we were in this world unless 
we notice things that are out of the ordinary….


Heaven and Hell §494 
[A]s soon as we arrive in the other life, we are all recognized by 
our friends and relatives and by people we have known in one 
way or another. Further, we talk with each other and continue to 
see each other in keeping with our friendship in the world. I have 
heard many people who had just come from the world overjoyed 
to see their friends again, and their friends overjoyed that they 
had arrived.


Heaven and Hell §498 
This first state after death lasts a few days for some people, 
months for some, and a year for some, but rarely more than a 
year for anyone. The difference for particular individuals depends 
on the harmony or discord between their inner and outer 
natures.
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Heaven and Hell §502 
Once the first state has been completed… we as spirits are 
brought into the state of our deeper concerns, or into the state 
of those deeper intentions and consequent thoughts we 
engaged in when we were left to ourselves in this world and our 
thinking was free and unfettered. ….[W]hen we as spirits are in 
this state, we are being ourselves and living our real life, since 
thinking freely from our own affection is our very life and our very 
self.


Luke 12:2-3 (NKJV) 
2 “For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor 
hidden that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have 
spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 
spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the 
housetops.”


Heaven and Hell §457 
When we first enter the world of spirits…, our spirit has a similar 
face and tone of voice as it did in the world. …. Later, though, 
our face changes and becomes quite different. It comes to look 
like the ruling affection in which the deeper reaches of our minds 
were engaged in the world, the kind of affection characteristic of 
the spirit within our body, because the face of our spirit is very 
different from the face of our body. …. Our spirit takes on this 
face after our physical life is over, when the outer coverings have 
been removed.


Heaven and Hell §494 
Ultimately, unless they had been united by real marriage love 
(which is a union of minds from heavenly love), [married partners] 
separate after having been together for a while. 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Heaven and Hell §512 
Our third state after death, or the third state of our spirits, is one 
of instruction. This state is for people who are entering heaven 
and becoming angels, but not for people who are entering hell, 
because these latter cannot be taught. As a result, their second 
state is also their third, and ends in their turning straight toward 
their own love and therefore toward the hellish community that is 
engaged in a love like their own.


Heaven and Hell §513 
Good spirits who need to be taught are taken to teaching sites 
by the Lord after their time in the world of spirits has been 
fulfilled. …. For some, this happens immediately after death. For 
others, it happens after a short stay with good spirits for the 
removal of the cruder elements of their thoughts and 
affections…. Some people are shattered first, which happens in 
sites under the soles of the feet called the lower earth, where 
they suffer harsh treatment. These are people who have 
convinced themselves of false principles but still have lived good 
lives. False convictions cling hard, and until they are dispelled, 
truths cannot be seen and therefore cannot be accepted.


John 14:2-3 (NKJV) 
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
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Resources for Learning More About Life After Death 
from a New Church Perspective 
Find all of these resources at newchurch.co.za/after-death 


• Read Heaven and Hell - swedenborg.com/product/heaven-
hell-nce/


• Read a short abridged version of Heaven and Hell called Our 
Life After Death - swedenborg.com/product/life-death/ 


• Read a longer abridged version of Heaven and Hell called 
Afterlife: A Guided Tour of Heaven and Its Wonders - 
swedenborg.com/product/afterlife/


• Read Having a Loved One “On the Other Side” by the Rev. 
Grant Odhner -  newchurch.co.za/after-death 


• Watch videos about what the teachings of the New Church say 
about life after death: offthelefteye.com/category/life-after-
death/ 
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