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Children’s Talk: Baptism is For Imperfect People 
- Have you ever noticed that sometimes you do good things? 

- You do what you’re supposed to do. 
- You don’t hurt somebody back when they hurt you. 
- Sometimes you do the right thing, the good thing. 

- And there are probably other times when you don’t do the right thing. 
- You do something that some part of you knows isn’t the right thing to do. 
- You do something mean to someone else. 

- You might think that you’re different than other people. 
- You might think that there are certain people who never mess up, who never do the 

wrong thing, who never do something mean. 
- But there’s actually only one person ever who is like that—the Lord. 
- Everyone else—every single other person who has ever lived—is something of a 

mixture of good things and bad things, kind choices and selfish choices. 

- There aren’t just good people who are always good and bad people who are always bad. 
- We are all people who sometimes do what’s right and sometimes do what’s wrong. 

- I’m talking about this because it can help us to understand the point of baptism better. 
- Today, we get to watch a person get baptised. 

- And what does that mean when someone gets baptised? 
- Many of you were probably baptised before you can remember—what does that mean? 

- Some people have thought that baptism was a sign that a person is a good person. 
- They get baptised and now they’re part of the good people club. 
- Some people have thought that getting baptised was the point—once you’ve been 

baptised, then you’ve been saved and can get to go to heaven. 
- But that’s not how it works at all. 
- We can see that that’s not how it works, when we look at when Jesus was 

baptised. 

- Mark 1:9-13 (NKJV, modified) 
- 9 It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And immediately, coming up from the water, he saw 
the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. 11 Then a voice 
came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
12 Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. 13 And He was there in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered to Him. 

- So Jesus is baptised by John in the Jordan river and there’s this beautiful experience where 
John sees the Spirit descending on Jesus like a dove. 

- And there’s a voice from heaven. 
- But what happens right after this beautiful experience? 

- He goes into the wilderness and it tempted by Satan and surrounded by wild beasts. 
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- Jesus had this experience because, like us, He had two parts to Him. 
- He had the part of Him that was all powerful God. 

- That’s the voice from heaven part.  
- And He also had part of Him that was from Mary and was like any other normal human 

being, with weaknesses and selfish desires. 
- That was the part of Him that could be tempted by Satan. 

- What He had to do was to draw on the strength of God from within Him to fight back 
against the influence of hell in the just human part of Himself. 

- That’s the same kind of work that we’re trying to do. 
- Trying to draw on the Lord’s strength to do what’s right. 
- And use that strength in our everyday lives. 

- And that is what baptism is for. 
- It doesn’t mean that we’re done becoming a good person; it means that we’re working 

on becoming a good person and we want the Lord’s help. 
- When parents baptise their baby or an adult gets baptised, the parents are saying for 

their child or the person is saying for themselves that they want to commit to following 
the Lord and learning from Him how they are supposed to live their lives. 

- And people who get baptised are going to mess up sometimes. 
- But the Lord will teach them how to clean up their lives again, just like water can be 

used to clean off our bodies when we get dirty. 

- Baptism is like a gate—not a gate straight into heaven—but a gate into a place on the way to 
heaven. 

- A place in-between heaven and hell where we’re working hard to choose heavenly 
things over hellish things. 

- A place where we learn. 
- A place where we grow. 
- A place where we mess up and then learn how to clean up our messes and keep 

going. 

- So think about what you’re struggling with right now—the things that you’ve done recently that 
you’ve felt bad about. 

- And know that everyone messes up. 
- And know that the Lord is here with you right now to help you keep trying to choose 

what’s good and right. 
- His teachings are not just to make you feel bad. 
- Whether you were baptised as a baby or if you haven’t been baptised yet, the 

Lord’s teachings like water which can clean up your thinking and also clean up your 
heart. 

- Because we are all sometimes good and sometimes bad and the Lord can help us 
to get better. 

- Amen. 
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What Do People Do After Death? 
A Sermon by Pastor Malcolm G. Smith 

7 February 2021 

Intro 
- A lot of people around the world have had family members or friends pass away in the last 

year or so—deaths from COVID but also deaths from a whole variety of other causes. 
- When someone we love dies we can have a lot of questions about where they are now and 

what they’re doing. 
- And some of us experience doubts about whether there even is anything that comes after 

death. 
- I find that having an explanation of life after death that makes some sense can go a long 

way towards it being easier to believe in an afterlife. 
- So I wanted to share some of the basic ideas from the teachings of the New Church 

about what a person experiences after they die. 
- The teachings of the New Church contain a wealth of information on this topic; 

we’re just going to scratch the surface today. 
- But maybe you’ll be inspired to do some more reading or researching on your own. 

- If you are, there are lots of great resources available to you. 
- I’ve listed a few in the readings handout. 

- At memorial services we often focus on a couple of aspects of life after death. 
- The person waking up in the spiritual world and finding that their body is no longer in 

pain. 
- The person meeting friends and family members who died before them. 
- And then the person finding their home and use in heaven. 
- Those are significant aspects of a person’s experience after death but there’s also a 

whole lot that happens between a person first waking up in the spiritual world and them 
reaching their final destination. 

- That’s what I want to focus on today. 

Where Do They Wake Up? 
- Let’s start with this question: where do people wake up after they have died? 

- On a cloud? 
- At the pearly gates to be questioned by St. Peter? 

- The teachings of the New Church say that we will wake up in a place called “the world of 
spirits”.  

- Let me pause here for a second to talk about some terminology. 
- This sermon was based on someone’s suggestion of a topic. 

- They wrote, “I've been meaning to ask why it took 30 years of being in the church 
to find out that the Spiritual World and the World of Spirits are not the same ‘place.’ 
…. So maybe a sermon explaining the difference between the two.” 

- The Spiritual World is a term used in contrast to the Natural World. 
- It’s a term for all of heaven and all of hell and all of the world of spirits together 

(Divine Love and Wisdom §140). 
- The world of spirits, on the other hand, is a term for a place that is between heaven 

and hell and is a place for spirits—people who have died who have not yet made it to 
heaven or hell. 
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- Here’s how it’s described in the book Heaven and Hell at the beginning of a whole 
section on the world of spirits. 

- Heaven and Hell §421 
- The world of spirits is neither heaven nor hell but a place or state 

between the two. It is where we first arrive after death, being in due time 
either raised into heaven or cast into hell from it depending on our life in 
this world. 

- You can think of heaven as the “world of angels” and hell as the “world of devils” 
and the world of spirits as the place for spirits who are heading to heaven or hell. 

- Understand the terminology? 
- This distinction will be worth 10 marks on the final exam so make sure that you’ve got it 

clear in your mind. ;) 

- Now that we’ve got the correct terminology for where we go first after we die, let’s talk about 
what it’s like there. 

What is it Like in the World of Spirits? 
- For some reason, when people picture the afterlife, they picture some vast, empty, white 

place. 
- But consider, instead, how the book Heaven and Hell describes it. 

- Heaven and Hell §429 
- The world of spirits looks like a valley surrounded by mountains and cliffs, with 

dips and rises here and there. The doors and gates to heavenly communities 
are visible only to people who are being readied for heaven. …. The doors 
and gates to the hells are visible only to the people who are going to enter 
them. 

- We should picture a world that is just as real and detailed and vibrant as the natural world, if 
not more so. 

- Last year we did a sermon series on nature and talked about how everything that we 
see in nature around us comes from spiritual causes and sources. 

- So the spiritual world must be equally complex and beautiful and full of variety. 
- It’s not going to be bland and generic and boring. 
- It’s a whole world. 

- And it’s not going to feel floaty and weird—if anything it’s going to feel more real than life in 
the natural world. 

- For some reason we think that the natural world is the real one and that, by 
comparison, the spiritual world is misty and dreamlike. 

- But, when we wake up in the world of spirits, it will feel like we have finally awoken 
from that long natural world dream we were having.  

- We will feel conscious and alive in a way that we have never felt before. 

- Another crucial thing to understand about a person’s experience in the world of spirits is that 
they are in complete human form, with every single body part, internal organ, bone, and 
fingernail as human bodies have on earth (Heaven and Hell §453ff). 
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- We’re not going to be formless apparitions floating through the air. 
- We are still human beings after death with the bodies of human beings. 
- Our bodies in the spiritual world are so similar to the ones we had in the natural world 

that it says, “There seems to be no difference, since we do not feel or see any 
difference” (Heaven and Hell §461). 

- That’s because our human bodies on earth are like natural world replicas of the 
form of our spiritual bodies. 

- In fact, you already have a spiritual body—it is the form that your spirit has.  
- You have a spiritual body with all its different parts and it is present in the world of 

spirits right now; you’re just not conscious of it yet. 
- When a person dies, they lose connection with their natural body and then are 

able to become fully conscious in their spiritual body which is already in the 
world of spirits. 

- These are some important basics about what it’s like to be in the world of spirits but, to really 
understand what a person’s experience in the world of spirits is like, we need to understand 
the states that people go through there. 

- Because things change a lot for people as they go through the states. 

The States in the World of Spirits 
The State of Exteriors 
- Heaven and Hell §491 

- There are three states that we pass through after death before we arrive in either 
heaven or hell. The first state is one of exteriors, the second is one of interiors, and the 
third is one of preparation. We go through these states in the world of spirits. 

- In the state of exteriors—the state we’re in when we first wake up—things are very similar to 
the world that we just left. 

- Heaven and Hell §493 
- Our first state after death is like our state in this world, since we are then similarly 

involved in outward concerns. We have similar faces, voices, and character; we 
lead similar moral and civil lives. [I]t still seems to us as though we were in this 
world unless we notice things that are out of the ordinary…. 

- I see the Lord’s mercy in this. 
- When you go on holiday and even more so when you move to a new place, it can 

be really disorientating.  
- It can take a surprisingly long time to feel settled in a new place. 

- But when we wake up in the world of spirits it feels familiar, it feels like home, it 
feels like we’ve been there before. 

- And that’s because, as I mentioned before, we have been there before 
because we are there right now. 

- It’s in this first state that we meet up again with people that we know. 
- Heaven and Hell §494 

- [A]s soon as we arrive in the other life, we are all recognized by our friends and 
relatives and by people we have known in one way or another. Further, we talk with 
each other and continue to see each other in keeping with our friendship in the 
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world. I have heard many people who had just come from the world overjoyed to 
see their friends again, and their friends overjoyed that they had arrived. 

- This kind of scene is what people often picture when they picture life after death—a big happy 
reunion. 

- But this first state doesn’t last forever. 
- Heaven and Hell §498 

- This first state after death lasts a few days for some people, months for some, and 
a year for some, but rarely more than a year for anyone. The difference for 
particular individuals depends on the harmony or discord between their inner and 
outer natures. 

The State of Interiors 
- Now let’s read about the second state. 
- Heaven and Hell §502 

- Once the first state has been completed… we as spirits are brought into the state of 
our deeper concerns, or into the state of those deeper intentions and consequent 
thoughts we engaged in when we were left to ourselves in this world and our thinking 
was free and unfettered. ….[W]hen we as spirits are in this state, we are being 
ourselves and living our real life, since thinking freely from our own affection is our very 
life and our very self. 

- There’s no more faking things after death, no more hiding what we’re really thinking or feeling. 
- All of the external things fall away and each person can be seen for who they really 

are. 
- This is the fulfilment of what Jesus said in the gospels: 

- Luke 12:2-3 (NKJV) 
- 2 “For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will 

not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard 
in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be 
proclaimed on the housetops.” 

- In this second state people are no longer restrained by wanting to look good or have a 
good reputation—they just say and do what they’re feeling on the inside (Heaven and 
Hell §507). 

- Even what we look like physically changes to match what we’re really like on the inside. 
- Heaven and Hell §457 

- When we first enter the world of spirits…, our spirit has a similar face and tone of 
voice as it did in the world. …. Later, though, our face changes and becomes quite 
different. It comes to look like the ruling affection in which the deeper reaches of 
our minds were engaged in the world, the kind of affection characteristic of the 
spirit within our body, because the face of our spirit is very different from the face of 
our body. …. Our spirit takes on this face after our physical life is over, when the 
outer coverings have been removed. 

- It gets to the point where anyone looking at us can see just what we’re like on the inside. 
- As we come into this state of interiors it affects our relationships in a big way. 
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- If it was just external things that connected us to someone we knew in the world, then 
we are gradually separated from them (Heaven and Hell §427). 

- This is true even of family members and married partners. 
- Heaven and Hell §494 

- Ultimately, unless they had been united by real marriage love (which is a 
union of minds from heavenly love), [married partners] separate after 
having been together for a while. 

- People in the world of spirits are trying to find their community and their home. 
- They might spend a while with people they knew on earth—family members or friends

—but, if it’s not a good fit for who they are at the deepest level, then they move on. 
- As this happens, good spirits are separated from evil spirits. 
- We naturally gravitate towards people who are like us and who love the same things. 
- As people move through different communities in the world of spirits they gradually find 

their way towards people who are more and more like themselves (Heaven and Hell 
§511). 

- We can think of this in very practical terms. 
- Do you like the idea of living together with your parents and children after death? 

- Maybe that sounds appealing; maybe it doesn’t. 
- What about living together with your siblings? 
- Or your aunts and uncles? 
- How about your great-grandparents and great-grandchildren. 

- At some point it gets to be too many people and the people we really want to end 
up with are the people who love the same things and think in the same way and 
want to do the same things. 

- It won’t be boring because people are still individuals but the people we end 
up with will feel like the closest family and friends we’ve ever had and, if we 
end up in heaven, it will be such a delight to live in the same community as 
them and work together on things that we all care about. 

- But before we get there we have to go through this sorting process. 
- I don’t think we should picture this as some foreign spiritual process. 

- I think it will feel very much like navigating relationships on earth. 
- Do we stay with the people we’re with or do we move on? 
- Are our past experiences with old friends just something that happened in the past 

or is there something deeper that connects us to those people—a shared love that 
means an ongoing relationship will be mutually beneficial. 

- I imagine that some of these experiences will be quite hard. 
- But I also imagine that the clarity of the second state of the world of spirits will at least 

make the choices clearer. 
- When we can see ourselves and what we want clearly and when we can see other 

people and what they want clearly, we can make the decisions we need to make. 
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The State of Instruction 
- Heaven and Hell §512 

- Our third state after death, or the third state of our spirits, is one of instruction. This 
state is for people who are entering heaven and becoming angels, but not for people 
who are entering hell, because these latter cannot be taught. As a result, their second 
state is also their third, and ends in their turning straight toward their own love and 
therefore toward the hellish community that is engaged in a love like their own. 

- You might think that once you’ve gotten to the third state and you’re on your way to heaven 
that things will be smooth sailing. 

- Learn a few more details about how heaven works and then through the pearly gates 
you go. 

- But that’s not what it sounds like. 

- There is a lot of variety in people’s experience. 
- Some people pretty much already know what they need to know and head to heaven 

pretty quickly. 
- Other people have a harder time. 
- Heaven and Hell §513 

- Good spirits who need to be taught are taken to teaching sites by the Lord after 
their time in the world of spirits has been fulfilled. …. For some, this happens 
immediately after death. For others, it happens after a short stay with good spirits 
for the removal of the cruder elements of their thoughts and affections…. Some 
people are shattered first, which happens in sites under the soles of the feet called 
the lower earth, where they suffer harsh treatment. These are people who have 
convinced themselves of false principles but still have lived good lives. False 
convictions cling hard, and until they are dispelled, truths cannot be seen and 
therefore cannot be accepted. 

- These shattering experiences are called vastations in other translations and they do not 
sound pleasant at all. 

- But it’s very valuable to know that they happen. 
- It lets us know that death is not a way to escape our issues. 

- We still are going to have to deal with our messed up ideas and our dysfunctional 
behaviour after death. 

- Those things need to be worked through. 
- We will have the help of the best angelic counsellors, if you will. 
- But the experience of going through that stuff will feel like shattering or being 

stomped on sometimes because sometimes that’s what’s necessary to break 
us from those harmful and misguided ways of thinking and being. 

- My understanding is that people on earth who go through a lot of therapy 
can feel rather shattered and stomped on in the process. 

- But, in this world and in the spiritual world, that breaking down can be a part of then 
being built back up again in a way that is ready for a new, healthier, happier life. 
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Conclusion 
- There is so much more to talk about. 

- I really hope you’ll do more reading or research on your own. 
- But, for today, I hope you can take away with you a little bit clearer picture of an afterlife that 

makes sense, that is fair, tailored to each individual and capable of handling all different kinds 
of people. 

- And it exists because we have a God who loves us and cares for us deeply and is working 
every moment of our lives to bring us more happiness and to bring us closer to Him. 

- Jesus said, 
- John 14:2-3 (NKJV) 

- 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

- Amen. 

10


	Notes for Children’s Talk & Sermon Outline for
	Sunday, 7 February 2021
	Children’s Talk: Baptism is For Imperfect People

	What Do People Do After Death?
	A Sermon by Pastor Malcolm G. Smith 7 February 2021
	Intro
	Where Do They Wake Up?
	What is it Like in the World of Spirits?
	The States in the World of Spirits
	The State of Exteriors
	The State of Interiors
	The State of Instruction
	Conclusion



