
Good Friday Reflective Music Service 
with Holy Supper, readings from the Gospel of Luke  

and the teachings of the New Church,  
and selections from A German Requiem by Johannes Brahms 

Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane 
Robert Walter Weir 



Notes about A German Requiem by Johannes Brahms and the 
recording we are listening to are at the end of this pamphlet. 
The words that accompany the singing are not the exact words that 
are being sung. They are a slightly modified version of the King 
James translation of the Biblical texts from which the lyrics are 
drawn. 

Welcome and Opening of the Word 
Requiem: I. “Blessed are they that mourn” 
Blessed are they that mourn:  
for they shall have comfort. (Matthew 5:4) 
They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy.  
He that goeth forth and weepeth,  
bearing precious seed,  
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,  
bringing his sheaves with him. (Psalm 126:5-6) 

Offering of Holy Supper 
Luke 22:7-23 
7 Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover 
must be killed. 8 And He sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and 
prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.” 
9 So they said to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare?” 
10 And He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a 
man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the 
house which he enters. 11 Then you shall say to the master of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the inn where I may eat 
the Passover with My disciples?”’ 12 Then he will show you a large, 
furnished upper room; there make ready.” 
13 So they went and found it just as He had said to them, and they 
prepared the Passover. 
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14 When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles 
with Him. 15 Then He said to them, “With fervent desire I have 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I say to 
you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 
17 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and 
divide it among yourselves; 18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the 
fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 
19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 
20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you. 21 But behold, 
the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table. 22 And truly the Son 
of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by 
whom He is betrayed!” 
23 Then they began to question among themselves, which of them it 
was who would do this thing. 
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Continuation of Readings 
and Text from the Requiem 

New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine §293  
The Lord came into the world to save the human race, which would 
otherwise have perished in everlasting death. He achieved this 
salvation by subduing the hells, which were attacking every person 
coming into and leaving the world. He did this at the same time by 
glorifying His humanity, for He could thus keep the hells subdued for 
ever. The subjugation of the hells, and at the same time the 
glorification of His humanity, were achieved by the temptations 
which were permitted to assail the humanity He inherited from His 
mother, and by constantly winning victories over them. His passion 
on the cross was the last temptation and His complete victory. 

Secrets of Heaven §2795:2 
[T]he Lord could not possibly be tempted when He was one with the 
Divine itself, for the Divine is infinitely above all temptation. But He 
could experience temptation as to His human. … From all this it is 
evident why the Lord came into the world and took on the human 
state of being with all its weakness, for by doing so He was able to 
be tempted as regards the human and by means of temptations to 
suppress the hells. 

Luke 22:39-54, 63-71 
39 Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was 
accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him. 40 When He came 
to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.” 41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s 
throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if it is Your 
will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but 
Yours, be done.” 43 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, 
strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony, He prayed more 
earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground. 45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come 
to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. 46 Then He 
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said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into 
temptation.”  
47 And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who 
was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew 
near to Jesus to kiss Him. 48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you 
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 When those around Him 
saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall we 
strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the 
high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus answered and said, 
“Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then 
Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the 
elders who had come to Him, “Have you come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs? 53 When I was with you daily in the 
temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the 
power of darkness.” 54 Having arrested Him, they led Him and 
brought Him into the high priest’s house. …. 
63 Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat Him. 64 And 
having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face and asked Him, 
saying, “Prophesy! Who is the one who struck You?” 65 And many 
other things they blasphemously spoke against Him. 66 As soon as it 
was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, 
came together and led Him into their council, saying, 67 “If You are 
the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I tell you, you will by no 
means believe. 68 And if I also ask you, you will by no means 
answer Me or let Me go. 69 Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the 
right hand of the power of God.” 70 Then they all said, “Are You then 
the Son of God?” So He said to them, “You rightly say that I am.” 71 
And they said, “What further testimony do we need? For we have 
heard it ourselves from His own mouth.” 

Requiem: II. “Behold, all flesh is as the grass” [excerpt] 
Behold, all flesh is as the grass, 
And all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  
The grass withereth,  
And the flower thereof falleth away…. (1 Peter 1:24; Isaiah 40:6-8) 
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Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath 
long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. (James 
5:7) 
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. (1 Peter 1:25; Isaiah 
40:8) 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,  
And come to Zion with songs  
And everlasting joy upon their heads: 
They shall obtain joy and gladness, 
And sorrow and sighing shall flee away. (Isaiah 35:10) 

Luke 23:1-5, 13-32 
1 Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. 2 

And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this fellow 
perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying 
that He Himself is Christ, a King.” 3 Then Pilate asked Him, saying, 
“Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered him and said, “It is as 
you say.” 4 So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find 
no fault in this Man.” 5 But they were the more fierce, saying, “He 
stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee to this place.” ….  
13 Then Pilate,… said to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as 
one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in 
your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those 
things of which you accuse Him; 15 no, neither did Herod, for I sent 
you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been 
done by Him. 16 I will therefore chastise Him and release Him” 17 (for 
it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast). 18 And 
they all cried out at once, saying, “Away with this Man, and release 
to us Barabbas”—19 who had been thrown into prison for a certain 
rebellion made in the city, and for murder. 20 Pilate, therefore, 
wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them. 21 But they 
shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 22 Then he said to them 
the third time, “Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason 
for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.” 23 But 
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they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be 
crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests 
prevailed. 24 So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they 
requested. 25 And he released to them the one they requested, who 
for rebellion and murder had been thrown into prison; but he 
delivered Jesus to their will.  
26 Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon 
a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid 
the cross that he might bear it after Jesus. 27 And a great multitude 
of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and 
lamented Him. 28 But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. 29 For indeed the days are coming in which they will 
say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts 
which never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin ‘to say to the 
mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 31 For if they do 
these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?" 32 
There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to 
death.  

Requiem: V. “Ye now are sorrowful” 
[Jesus said,] “And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you.” (John 16:22) 
For thus says the LORD:.... 
  “As one whom his mother comforteth, 
  So will I comfort you; 
  And ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 66:12-13) 
Behold with your eyes, how that I have but little labour, and have 
gotten unto me much rest. (Sirach  51:27) 1

 A book also known as Wisdom of Sirach or Ben Sira. It is a collection of ethical 1

teachings written in Hebrew by a Jewish scribe around 200 BC. It is accepted as 
part of the canon by Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians. It is not accepted 
as part of the canon by Jews or by most Protestant Christians. Source: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sirach 
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Luke 23:33-43 
33 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they 
crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other 
on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots. 35 
And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them 
sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the 
Christ, the chosen of God.” 36 The soldiers also mocked Him, 
coming and offering Him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If You are the 
King of the Jews, save Yourself.” 38 And an inscription also was 
written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS 
THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, 
saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.” 40 But the other, 
answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing 
you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for 
we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me 
when You come into Your kingdom.” 43 And Jesus said to him, 
“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”  

Requiem: IV. “How lovely is thy dwelling place” 
How amiable are Thy tabernacles,  
O LORD of hosts! 
My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
For the courts of the LORD:  
My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. …. 
Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house:  
They will be still praising thee. (Psalm 84:1-2, 4) 
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Luke 23:44-56 
44 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all 
the earth until the ninth hour. 45 Then the sun was darkened, and the 
veil of the temple was torn in two. 46 And when Jesus had cried out 
with a loud voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My 
spirit.’” Having said this, He breathed His last.  
47 So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, 
saying, “Certainly this was a righteous Man!” 48 And the whole crowd 
who came together to that sight, seeing what had been done, beat 
their breasts and returned. 49 But all His acquaintances, and the 
women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
watching these things.  
50 Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, 
a good and just man. 51 He had not consented to their decision and 
deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was 
also waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in 
linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no 
one had ever lain before. 54 That day was the Preparation, and the 
Sabbath drew near. 55 And the women who had come with Him from 
Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb and how His 
body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and 
fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the 
commandment. 

New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine §294 
[I]f the Lord had not come into the world and become man, and in 
this way freed from hell all who believe in Him and love Him, no 
mortal could have been saved. 

Requiem: VII. “Blessed are the dead” 
And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, “Write, ‘Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.’”  
“Yea,” saith the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours; and 
their works do follow them.” (Revelation 14:13) 

9



Notes About A German Requiem  
and the Recording 

Excerpt of “A German Requiem and Brahms”  
by Troy Peters 
(Originally retrieved from www.cascadianchorale.org, though it is no 
longer posted there.) 
Of his choral masterwork, A German Requiem, Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) wrote: “As for the title, I must admit I should like to 
leave out the word ‘German’ and refer instead to ‘Humanity’.” This 
comment points directly to the heart of his greatest choral 
composition…. A German Requiem may be the most comforting, 
humane requiem ever written. 
The traditional Roman Catholic liturgical text for the requiem mass is 
a prayer for the dead, filled with images of the horrors of the Last 
Judgment. Brahms’ text, on the other hand, which he compiled from 
Martin Luther’s German vernacular translation of the Bible, seeks to 
comfort the living who must deal with and accept death. Just 33 
years old when he completed the bulk of A German Requiem, 
Brahms already had a very personal perspective on mourning. The 
requiem had begun to gestate in Brahms’ mind a decade earlier, in 
response to the untimely and protracted death of his close friend 
and mentor, Robert Schumann: And there can be little doubt that the 
death of Brahms’ mother in February 1865, spurred him on to 
complete the work. 
A German Requiem, however, is not simply a memorial to the 
composer’s mother or mentor, but a message of hope for us all. 
Brahms took great pains putting together his text, piecing together 
fragments from throughout the Bible to create a tapestry of solace. 
Nowhere in A German Requiem do we glimpse the vivid darkness of 
the traditional requiem text’s dies irae (“day of wrath,” a detailed 
explication of the terrors of Judgment Day). .… 
The musical form is a tightly wrought edifice, a seven movement 
arch with the music of brightest comfort at its center. The first and 
last movements echo each other in conveying blessings, first upon 
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the mourners, finally upon the dead. The second and sixth 
movements are the darkest (and longest). The third and fifth 
movements feature soloists in meditations, the baritone seeking 
hope, the soprano bestowing it. Nestled in the middle is the shortest 
movement, the gorgeous chorus of tranquility, “How Lovely Is Thy 
Dwelling Place.” 
Throughout the work, Brahms’ orchestral and choral skill is 
magnificent. In the first movement, he leaves out the violins, 
considerably darkening the orchestral palette…. When the violins 
enter in the second movement, they arrive with mutes and in close 
harmony, a spectral reflection of the piece’s most mournful text (“For 
all flesh is as grass”). Through the requiem’s final chords float the 
heavenly arpeggios of the harp, as the chorus quietly repeats the 
word selig (“blessed”). … 
In the end, A German Requiem is Johannes Brahms’ magnum opus. 
He labored over it for eleven years (from 1857 to 1868), and it is his 
longest major work. While Brahms never finished an opera, his 
requiem is at once his most theatrical piece and a stunningly 
symmetrical symphonic form. It is also a candid glimpse into its 
composer’s heart, a place he was usually reluctant to let his 
listeners explore. 

Notes About This Recording 
The musical selections are from a performance presented by 
Abendmusik at First Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska on the 
14th of April, 2019.  
It features Doane University Choir, Nebraska Wesleyan University 
Choir, Abendmusik Chorus, and the Abendmusik Festival Orchestra, 
with Tom Trenney as conductor, Samuel Kidd as baritone, and Beth 
Deutmeyer as soprano. 
Find the full performance on YouTube. Search for A German 
Requiem First-Plymouth or go to https://youtu.be/aNdtdiIxvq8  
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