Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 9 May 2021
Exodus 20:12
Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land
which the LORD your God is giving you.

Matthew 12:46-50
While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood
outside, seeking to speak with Him. Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and
Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.”
But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother and who are
My brothers?” And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here
are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is
My brother and sister and mother.”

True Christian Religion §305
Honouring your father and your mother in the earthly meaning, which is the literal
meaning, includes honouring our parents, obeying them, being devoted to them, and
thanking them for the benefits they have given us - for feeding and clothing us,
introducing us into the world so that we may become civil and moral people within it,
and introducing us into heaven through religious instruction. In this way our parents
have cared for our prosperity in time and our happiness to eternity. They do all these
things from a love they have from the Lord, whose role they have played. In a
comparable sense, it also means that wards whose parents have died are to honour
their guardians.

Matthew 23:37
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!

Isaiah 49:14-16
But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me,
And my Lord has forgotten me.”
“Can a woman forget her nursing child,
And not have compassion on the son of her womb?
Surely they may forget,
Yet I will not forget you.
See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands;
Your walls are continually before Me.

John 16:20-22
Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice;
and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. A woman, when she
is in labour, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given
birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being

has been born into the world. Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you
again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you.

