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Matthew 13:13 
Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing 
they do not hear, nor do they understand. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §1492 
The internal sense is such that it is the affection itself lying hidden within the words 
which constitutes the internal sense. No attention is paid to the words of the letter; it 
is as though these did not exist. 
 

Apocalypse Revealed §907 
And he measured the city with the reed at twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, 
breadth, and height were equal. This symbolizes John shown the character of the 
New Church arising from its doctrine, that every part of it arose from the goodness of 
love. 
To measure with a reed means, symbolically, to learn the character of a thing (no. 
904); and because the angel measured in John's presence, it symbolizes showing it 
to John so that John might know it. The city here, Jerusalem, symbolizes the Lord's 
New Church in respect to its doctrine (nos. 879, 880). Twelve thousand furlongs 
symbolizes all of the goods and truths of that church. Twelve thousand has the same 
symbolic meaning as twelve, and twelve symbolizes all goods and truths, and is a 
number used in application to the church, as may be seen in no. 348 above. 
Furlongs have the same symbolic meaning as any measures, and measures 
symbolize the character of a thing (nos. 313, 486). 
The city's length, breadth and height are said to be equal in order to symbolize the 
fact that everything connected with that church springs from the goodness of love. 
For length symbolizes the goodness of love, and breadth the truth emanating from 
that love (no. 906), and height symbolizes goodness and truth together in every 
degree. For height extends from the highest point to the lowest, and the highest 
descends to the lowest by degrees, degrees we call degrees of height, in which the 
heavens exist from the highest or third heaven to the lowest or first heaven. A 
treatment of these degrees may be seen in Angelic Wisdom Regarding Divine Love 
and Wisdom, Part Three. 
The equality of the length, breadth and height symbolizes that everything springs 
from the goodness of love because the word "length" is put first, which symbolizes 
the goodness of love, and the breadth is then equal to that, being thus like the 
length, and so, too, the height. What would it mean otherwise, that the height of the 
city was 12,000 furlongs,* so immense as to rise above the clouds, even above the 
atmosphere, whose height does not exceed 30 furlongs? Indeed, it would be so 
immense as to rise into outer space as far as the eye can see. 
That the three dimensions were equal symbolically means that everything connected 
with the New Church springs from the goodness of love, as is apparent from verses 
that follow, for we are told that the city was pure gold, like clear glass (verse 18), and 
that the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass (verse 21). Gold 
symbolizes the goodness of love. 



That everything connected with heaven and the church springs from the goodness of 
love, and that the goodness of love comes from the Lord, will be seen in the next 
number. 
 

Revelation 19:6-9 
And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters 
and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it was granted 
to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 
the saints. 
Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 
 

Secrets of Heaven §920:1 
They did indeed apprehend with their senses the external things that belonged to the 
body and to the world, but they paid no attention to them. In each object 
apprehended by the senses they used to perceive something Divine and heavenly. 
For example, when they saw any high mountain they did not perceive the idea of a 
mountain but that of height, and from height they perceived heaven and the Lord. 
That is how it came about that the Lord was said to 'live in the highest', and was 
called 'the Most High and Lofty One', and how worship of the Lord came at a later 
time to be celebrated on mountains. The same applies to all other objects. For 
example, when they perceived the morning they did not perceive morning time itself 
that starts the day but that which is heavenly and is a likeness of the morning and of 
the dawn in people's minds. This was why the Lord was called the Morning, the East, 
and the Dawn. Similarly when they perceived a tree and its fruit and leaves they paid 
no attention to these objects themselves but so to speak saw man represented in 
them. In the fruit they saw love and charity, and in the leaves faith. Consequently the 
member of the Church was not only compared to a tree, and also to a tree-garden, 
and what resided with him to fruit and leaves, but was even called such. 
 


