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When the Lord talks to us He does not just explain things. He begins by giving 
us pictures. Whenever you read a story, or someone reads a story to you, you start 
to picture the images in your head. You can see and hear and even feel the story as 
it plays out. It’s almost like a movie, except that each one of us will have a slightly 
different image, a slightly different version, depending on how we imagine it. 

In the Word the Lord tells us many different stories. Some are simple and 
small, some are big and exciting. But for every story as we listen to it and picture it in 
our minds it becomes a little part of us, and we become part of it. We can carry the 
images and ideas around with us wherever we go. If we get to know a story well 
enough we almost don’t have to read it to relive it! The Lord loves this way of being 
close to us. 

Now today we celebrate New Church Day. There one story in the Word that 
has a lot to do with the New Church. It doesn’t ever once say the words, “the New 
Church,” but even so it is about the New Church. So we are going to talk about this 
story, and look at some pictures, and think what it is that the Lord wants us to know 
from this story. 

 
1. John on Patmos – Long ago, John was living on the Isle of Patmos. The 

Lord showed him things that were happening in heaven and John wrote down 
what he saw. 

2. Woman Clothed with Sun – John saw a woman clothed with the golden rays 
of the sun, with the moon under her feet. She had a crown with stars on her 
head and she was about to give birth to a baby. Suddenly a dragon appeared! 
It was fiery red and had seven heads and ten horns, with a crown on each 
head. It wanted to hurt the baby. 

3. Dragon vs. Michael – The Lord protected the baby when he was born and 
carried him far away from the dragon. The woman was also saved from the 
dragon. She was given a safe place to run away to in the wilderness. The 
dragon could not chase her because the Lord sent an army of angels. They 
fought and fought the dragon. They were stronger than the dragon! 

4. Woman given wings – But the dragon tried to hurt the woman again! So the 
Lord gave the woman two wings to fly far away from the dragon. 

5. Flood of water – The dragon was very stubborn. He tried to hurt the woman 
again! He spat lots of water from his mouth, trying to drown her. 

6. Earth swallows the flood – Happily the earth helped the woman. A big crack 
opened in the earth and it swallowed up all the water and the angels stopped 
the dragon. The woman was safe and her baby was safe in heaven because 
the Lord was taking care of them. When the dragon was defeated, John heard 
a loud voice in heaven saying, “... Rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in 
them!” 

7. New Church Day – On June nineteenth, on New Church Day, we rejoice too, 
celebrating the birth of the New Church. The Lord showed this vision to John 
to tell people about the New Church. The beautiful woman represents the 
New Church. Her baby boy stands for the truths or teachings of the 
church.The dragon stands for the evil spirits who want to destroy the church 
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and make us disobey the Lord. The angels are warriors for the Lord who fight 
against everything that is evil and false. John’s visions show that the Lord will 
protect us. 

 
It’s quite fun to think of this story that was first told thousands of years ago. It’s also 
fun to think what it would be like to be in the story itself. Would you be the angel 
Michael? Would you be the woman wearing the sun? Would you watch and wonder 
like John? Would you do your part from the side-lines, like the Earth? Might you even 
be the dragon that was so angry? 
 We don’t get to do many of those things in real life, do we? Except maybe we 
can do something better. I remember when I was young there was a book series that 
I loved. When I read it I got to go on amazing adventures. But when I was done I’d 
come back and remember how plain and boring life would be. I would never grow up 
to be an adventurer or a warrior or anyone exciting like in the books. 
 But as I got older I realized that although I could not have those kind of 
adventures life itself was actually far more exciting than I could have imagined. And 
it’s exciting because we all have a part to play in the Lord’s church. We all have a 
role to play in this life. We can fight against evil and have greater victories than any 
warrior angel. We can radiate love that is warmer and brighter even that a woman 
wearing the sun as a dress. We get to see miracles of goodness and kindness that 
are more powerful than any vision that Joh saw. We can do more to support our 
friends that even the Earth did in swallowing a whole lake of water. 
 We get to live the stories that we read about in the Word. And in this case, we 
get to live the New Church. We get to be part of that community that the Lord calls 
together to be a great force for love and goodness in the world. We may not have 
swords and crowns, but we can be heroes in the story of that New Church when we 
live and do what the Lord teaches. 
 
 When we get older we leave the things of childhood behind. Stories that once 
thrilled us seem dull or naive. And this is appropriate that we should do this to some 
extent. But at times we get so focused on the lesson and the meaning of a story in 
the Lord’s Word that we forget the story itself. If you grew up in the New Church you 
may in fact wonder we keep going back to the stories at all? We are quite used to 
knowing that there is a spiritual meaning that has to do with the Lord and His Love 
and Wisdom, and about us and our regeneration. In the case of the Book of 
Revelation we know that the images of the Woman Clothed with the Sun and the 
Holy City New Jerusalem are symbolic of the New Church and the details illustrate 
the qualities that the New Church will have. 
 So if the whole point of the imagery is to teach us intellectual ideas, what’s the 
point of the obscure imagery in the first place? And once we get the ideas can we 
leave the imagery behind? It is true that the Lord often talked in coded language to 
keep the message hidden from those who would abuse it. When Jesus’ disciples 
questioned Him on this He explained, 
 

Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and 
hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. (Matthew 13:13) 

 
If this were the only reason the Word is written in obscure stories than those of us “in 
the know” could simply decode the meaning and leave the stories behind. After all, 
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that is exactly what you do with a code: once you know the meaning you throw out 
the original. 
 Yet here we are once again, as we do every year at this time talking about a 
woman and a dragon and a city instead of just plainly talking about the New Church. 
In these we have something more than a code to be deciphered: there is a story that 
can stir us to action, that can inspire us with emotion and feeling, that can overwhelm 
us with affection. These are not incidental: they are essential to seeing the spiritual 
meaning that the Lord wants to convey. In the Teaching of the New Church we read 
that, 
 

The internal sense is such that it is the affection itself lying hidden within the 
words which constitutes the internal sense. No attention is paid to the words 
of the letter; it is as though these did not exist. (Secrets of Heaven §1492) 

 
To give one example, think of John witnessing the descent of the New Jerusalem, a 
four square city measuring 12 000 stadia, or in modern terms 2220 kilometres. That 
would make it bigger that India and stretch beyond the orbit of the international 
space station. I could inform you that 12 000 stadia in all directions simply indicates 
the fullness of Good and Truth in all things of the New Church (Apocalypse Revealed 
§907). But where is the awe-inspiring scope in that simple fact? The city as seen by 
John was beyond imagination in size many times over. To see it would have been 
incomprehensible. And if we have that visceral imagine, and make sure to carry it 
over into our understanding of what the New Church is to be, can we feel even a 
fraction of that awe as we contemplate the infinite vastness of the Good and Truth 
with which the Lord fills His Church? Even as adults we still need these stories to 
give us the complete picture. 
 With that in mind I want to turn to one last image of the New Church in the 
Book of Revelation. It is the image of a wedding and a marriage. Think of a wedding 
and the joy it can hold. The excitement and anticipation. The preparation leading up 
to the big day. The joy of the moment. The explosion of feasting and drinking and 
music and dancing that follows. The tears of joy in the speeches. The quiet moments 
afterwards as the evening winds down. All of that joy is a taste of what the New 
Church can be when we enter into a relationship with the Lord: 
 

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of 
many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him 
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself 
ready.” And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, 
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true 
sayings of God.” (Revelation 19:6-9) 

 
We will end our service today with an act of accepting this invitation to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb: the Holy Supper. In this act we not only imagine, but we literally 
feel and taste as we symbolically receive the life-giving goodness and truth from the 
Lord. 


