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4 July 2021 

Joshua 8:30-31 (NKJV) 
30 Now Joshua built an altar to the Lord God of Israel in Mount 
Ebal, 31 as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded the 
children of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses: 
“an altar of whole stones over which no man has wielded an iron 
tool.” And they offered on it burnt offerings to the Lord, and 
sacrificed peace offerings. 

Joshua 8:32-35 (NKJV) 
32 And there, in the presence of the children of Israel, he wrote on 
the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written. 33 
Then all Israel, with their elders and officers and judges, stood on 
either side of the ark before the priests, the Levites, who bore the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, the stranger as well as he who 
was born among them. Half of them were in front of Mount 
Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the 
servant of the Lord had commanded before, that they should 
bless the people of Israel. 34 And afterward he read all the words 
of the law, the blessings and the cursings, according to all that is 
written in the Book of the Law. 35 There was not a word of all that 
Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel, with the women, the little ones, and the 
strangers who were living among them. 
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Genesis 2 (Kempton Project Translation, modified) 
7 And Jehovah God formed man, dust from the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of lives, and man became a 
living soul. 
8 And Jehovah God planted a garden in Eden from the east, and 
there He set man whom He had formed. 9 And out of the ground 
Jehovah God made to grow every tree desirable for seeing, and 
good for food; the tree of lives also, in the midst of the garden; 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
10 And a river went out from Eden to water the garden, and from 
there it was separated, and was made into four heads. 11 The 
name of the first is Pishon; it surrounds all the land of Havilah, 
where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good; the 
bdellium and the onyx stone is there. 13 And the name of the 
second river is Gihon; it surrounds all the land of Cush. 14 And the 
name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one going eastward 
toward Assyria; and the fourth river, it is Euphrates. 
15 And Jehovah God took man, and placed him in the garden of 
Eden, to till it and to keep it. 16 And Jehovah God commanded 
man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden, eating you shall eat. 17 
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not 
eat of it; for in the day that you eat of it, dying you shall die.” 

Secrets of Heaven §104 
People today have no idea what perception is. It is an inner 
feeling for whether a thing is true and good—a feeling that can 
come only from the Lord—which was very familiar to the people 
of the earliest church [or the Most Ancient Church]. This 
perception is so clear for angels that it gives them awareness 
and recognition of truth and goodness, of what comes from the 
Lord and what from themselves. 
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Secrets of Heaven §126 
[I]t is allowable, by means of every perception obtained from the 
Lord, for anyone to discover what truth and good are, but it is not 
allowable to do so from self and the world, (in other words, it is 
not allowable to inquire into mysteries of faith by means of 
evidence from the senses and factual knowledge). If a person 
does that, the heavenly quality of their faith dies. 

Secrets of Heaven §§127-128 
People’s desire to rely on sensory evidence or secular knowledge 
when investigating religious mysteries caused the fall of the 
earliest church…. [And] more than that, it causes the fall of every 
church, because it breeds not only falsities but also wickedness 
in life.  

When we are under the sway of the world and our bodies, we say 
in our hearts, “As for faith and its ramifications, if my senses do 
not teach me to see, or if facts do not teach me to understand, I 
refuse to believe.” …. The more we rely on sensory evidence in 
order to gain wisdom, the more we blind ourselves, to the point 
that we stop believing in anything, even the existence of a 
spiritual dimension or of eternal life. That is the consequence of 
our original assumption.  

This is what eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil means; and the more we eat from it, the more deadened we 
become.  
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Secrets of Heaven §§128-129 
But the person who wishes to be made wise not from the world 
but from the Lord says at heart that they must believe in the Lord, 
that is, in those things the Lord has spoken in the Word, because 
they are truths. This is the basic assumption of their thinking. 
They confirm themselves by means of rational, factual, sensory, 
and natural evidence. And things that do not confirm the Word 
they set aside. …. 

[T]he true order is for a person to become wise from the Lord, 
that is, from His Word. In that case everything follows as it 
should, and they are also enlightened in matters of reason and of 
fact. …. 

Thus a person’s starting-point must be the Lord, and not 
themselves. This is life; the other way is death.  

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NKJV, modified) 
8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 Nor are your ways My ways,” says Jehovah. 
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 So are My ways higher than your ways, 
 And My thoughts than your thoughts.” 
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