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Matthew 6:1-4 (NKJV, modified) 
1 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds in front of 
people, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward with 
your Father in heaven. 2 Therefore, when you do a charitable 
deed, do not sound a trumpet in front of you as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be glorified 
by people. Amen, I say to you, they have their reward. 3 But when 
you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deeds may be in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself repay you 
openly. 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 4-5 (NKJV, modified) 
1 “Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of 
Jehovah your God, to observe carefully all His commandments 
which I command you today, that Jehovah your God will set you 
high above all nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall 
come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of 
Jehovah your God:…. 
4 “Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your 
ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle 
and the offspring of your flocks. 
5 “Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
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Matthew 19:27-29 (NKJV) 
27 Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all 
and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” 
28 So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His 
glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a 
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.”  

Secrets of Heaven §4145:2 
[A] person who is being regenerated believes at first that the 
good which they think and which they do begins in themselves, 
and also that they earn some reward, for they do not know yet, 
or… do not comprehend, that good is able to flow in from some 
other source. They also do not know of or comprehend any other 
possibility than that they should be rewarded…. If a person did 
not believe this at first they would never do anything good. But by 
this means they are introduced not only into the affection for 
doing good but also into concepts about good and also about 
merit. And once they have been guided in this way into the 
affection for doing good they start to think differently and to 
believe differently. That is to say, they start to think and to believe 
that good flows in from the Lord and that they merit nothing 
through the good which they do from the proprium or their selfish 
sense of autonomy. And when at length true affection lies behind 
their willing and doing of what is good they reject merit altogether 
and indeed loathe it, and they are moved by an affection for good 
for the sake of what is good. 
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True Christianity §439 
It is damaging for us to take credit for things we do for the sake of 
our salvation. Hidden within our credit-taking there are evil 
attitudes of which we are unaware at the time: denial that God 
flows in and works in us; confidence in our own power in regard 
to salvation; faith in ourselves and not in God;… and especially 
disregard for the merit and justice of the Lord God our Saviour, 
which we then claim as our own. In our taking credit there is also 
a continual focus on our own reward and perception of it as our 
first and last goal, a stifling and an extinction of love for the Lord 
and love for our neighbour, and total ignorance and unawareness 
of the pleasure involved in heavenly love (which takes no credit), 
while all we feel is our love for ourselves. 

Luke 17:7-10 (NKJV) 
[The Lord said,] 7 “And which of you, having a servant plowing or 
tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the 
field, “Come at once and sit down to eat’? 8 But will he not rather 
say to him, “Prepare something for my supper, and gird yourself 
and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will 
eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank that servant because he did the 
things that were commanded him? I think not. 10 So likewise you, 
when you have done all those things which you are commanded, 
say, “We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our 
duty to do.’ ” 
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