Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 17 October 2021
Matthew 5:11-12
Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against
you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Secrets of Heaven §920
Take the person who has a cheerful disposition; everything he hears and sees
seems to him to contain joy and laughter. But for one who has a sad disposition
everything he sees and hears seems to be sad and dismal.

Genesis 9:20-23
And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. Then he drank of the
wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of
Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. But
Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went
backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away,
and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

Secrets of Heaven §1079
Here Ham's noticing his father's nakedness, that is, his errors and perversities,
describes people with whom faith is separated from charity. Such people see nothing
else but errors and perversities residing with a person. But those who have faith that
inheres in charity are different. They notice the goods, and if they do see evils and
falsities they excuse them, and if possible endeavour with that person to correct
them, as is said here of Shem and Japheth.
[2] Where charity does not exist self-love is present and consequently hatred
towards all who do not show favour to self. As a result they see in the neighbour
nothing except his evil. Or if they do see anything good they either perceive it as
nothing or else place a bad interpretation on it….
But those who have charity hardly notice the evil in another person, but instead
notice all the goods and truths that are his; and on his evils and falsities they place a
good interpretation. Of such a nature are all angels, it being something they have
from the Lord, who bends everything evil into good.

Matthew 16:1-4
Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would
show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said to them, “When it is evening
you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; and in the morning, “It will be foul
weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to
discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. A wicked
and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah.” And He left them and departed.

Secrets of Heaven §2222
Perception from the Divine, and consequent thought regarding the human race being
such [i.e. steeped in self-love, see Secrets of Heaven §2140], struck Him with horror;
for the Lord's love towards the whole human race was so great that He wished to
save all for evermore…

Secrets of Heaven §2140
Third the chapter deals with the Lord's grief and anguish over the human race
because it was steeped so much in self-love and therefore in the desire to exercise
control over others from what is evil and false.

