Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 3 October 2021
Genesis 21:16-19
Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for
she said to herself, “Let me not see the death of the boy.” So she sat opposite him,
and lifted her voice and wept.
And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of
heaven, and said to her, “What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the
voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I
will make him a great nation.”
Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the
skin with water, and gave the lad a drink.

Marriage Love §210
The love of seeing, arising from a love of understanding, has the sense of sight; and
the things that give it pleasure are symmetries and qualities of beauty. The love of
hearing, arising from a love of listening and complying, has the sense of hearing; and
the things that give it pleasure are harmonies.

Matthew 13:13-15
Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing
they do not hear, nor do they understand. And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is
fulfilled, which says:
“Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will see and not perceive;
For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should heal them.’

Secrets of Heaven §9407
All this being so, when a person pays attention to what another utters he pays
attention not to the words the speaker uses but to the meaning conveyed by them
which is present in the speaker's thought. And one who is wise pays attention to the
end in view that has given rise to the thought expressed in speech, that is, he pays
attention to what the speaker's aims are and what it is he loves.

Secrets of Heaven §§1953-1954
…Take for example the ear. The ear is not able to know, still less to perceive, the
utterance which it receives into itself; but it is the interior hearing which is able to do
so. The ear merely makes out the articulated sounds or expressions, the interior
hearing being that which grasps the meaning, and after that the interior seeing or
inner sight which perceives it. This is the manner in which through hearing a person
perceives the meaning of the utterance. It is similar with the things of sight. The first

ideas received from visual objects are material, as they are also called; but sight still
more interior surveys them and in this way engages in thought….
…Unless his inner sight were entering in constantly into his external sight, that of the
eye, the eye would never be able to fix itself on and make out any object; for it is the
interior sight which, through the eye, fixes itself on the things seen by the eye. It is in
no way the eye that does so, though that seems to be the case. From these
considerations it also becomes clear how much a person is swayed by the illusions
of the senses who believes that the eye sees, when in fact it is the sight of his spirit,
his interior sight, which sees by means of the eye….

Matthew 6:22-23
The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will
be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

Secrets of Heaven §920
Take the person who has a cheerful disposition; everything he hears and sees
seems to him to contain joy and laughter. But for one who has a sad disposition
everything he sees and hears seems to be sad and dismal. The same applies to
every other kind of person, for their general affection is present within each individual
part and causes each individual part to be seen and heard in the general affection.

Matthew 13:16-17
But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I
say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and
did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

Secrets of Heaven §2701:3
Here 'the eyes which see' means intelligence and faith, for it was not the mere fact
that they saw the Lord and also His miracles and works that caused any one of the
disciples to be blessed but the fact that they could grasp things with their
understandings and had faith, meant by 'seeing with the eyes', and that they were
obedient, meant by 'hearing with the ears'.

Secrets of Heaven §920
…They did indeed apprehend with their senses the external things that belonged to
the body and to the world, but they paid no attention to them. In each object
apprehended by the senses they used to perceive something Divine and heavenly.
For example, when they saw any high mountain they did not perceive the idea of a
mountain but that of height, and from height they perceived heaven and the Lord….
Whatever he saw with his eyes was for him heavenly, and so with him every single
thing was so to speak alive.

Secrets of Heaven §6737
…When anyone looks with charity on someone in distress, as Pharaoh's daughter
does here on the child crying in the box made of rush, a feeling of compassion is
aroused. And since the feeling is stirred by the Lord, it is an alerting by Him. Indeed
when people who are perceptive have feelings of compassion they know that they
are being alerted by the Lord to offer help.

