Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 31 October 2021
Luke 14:8-11
When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best
place, lest one more honourable than you be invited by him; and he who invited you
and him come and say to you, “Give place to this man,’ and then you begin with
shame to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down in the
lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, “Friend, go
up higher.’ Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with
you. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

Matthew 20:20-28
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and
asking something from Him.
And He said to her, “What do you wish?”
She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand
and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.”
But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink
the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized
with?”
They said to Him, “We are able.”
So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give,
but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.”
And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with the two brothers. But
Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not
be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your
servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many.”

Heaven and Hell §213
Since heaven is differentiated into communities, and the larger communities consist
of some hundreds of thousands of angels (50), and since all the people in a given
community are involved in similar good but not in similar wisdom (43), it follows of
necessity that there are governments, for order needs to be kept, and all matters of
order seen to.
The actual governments in heaven vary, though. There is one kind in the
communities that constitute the Lord's heavenly kingdom and another in the
communities that constitute the Lord's spiritual kingdom. They even vary depending
on the particular function of each community. However, in the heavens there is no
government except the government of mutual love, and the government of mutual
love is heavenly government.

Heaven and Hell §218
From all this it can be seen what the governors there are, namely, that they are such
as are preeminent in love and wisdom, and therefore desire the good of all, and from
wisdom know how to provide for the realization of that good. Such governors do not
domineer or dictate, but they minister and serve (to serve meaning to do good to
others from a love of the good, and to minister meaning to see to it that the good is
done); nor do they make themselves greater than others, but less, for they put the
good of society and of the neighbor in the first place, and put their own good last;
and whatever is in the first place is greater and what is last is less.

Secrets of Heaven §5732
...there is not in what [those in heaven] say any trace of an order given to another;
for no one wishes to be the master and consequently regard another as his slave.
Rather, each wishes to minister and be of service to another.

2 Samuel 23:3
He who rules over men must be just,
Ruling in the fear of God

