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Matthew 25:20-28
So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying,
‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides
them.’ His lord said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful
over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’ He also who had received two talents came and said, “Lord, you delivered to
me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His lord said to
him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a
hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look,
there you have what is yours.’
But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I
reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you
ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have
received back my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him
who has ten talents.

Luke 18:9-14
Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and despised others: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I
possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell
you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Secrets of Heaven §1594
Mutual love however, which alone is heavenly, consists in not only saying but also
acknowledging and believing that one is utterly undeserving, and something
worthless and filthy, which the Lord in His infinite mercy is constantly drawing away
and holding back from the hell into which the person constantly tries, and indeed
longs, to cast himself. He acknowledges and believes this because it is the truth.

Secrets of Heaven §1594
The things that belong to the internal man are the Lord's, so that one may say that
the internal man is the Lord. Yet because the Lord grants an angel or man, so long
as his life has mutual love in it, a heavenly proprium so that he has no idea but that
he does good from himself, an internal man is therefore attributed to a person as
though it were his own. The person in whom mutual love dwells however
acknowledges and believes that everything good and true is not his own but the
Lord's. He acknowledges and believes that his ability to love another as himself - and
if he is like the angels, more than himself - is a gift from the Lord and that he ceases

to enjoy that gift and its happiness to the extent he departs from acknowledging that
it is the Lord's.

Secrets of Heaven §6138
The person who is being regenerated is brought at length, through the repeated
experiences of desolation and sustainment, to a point at which he no longer wishes
to be his own man but the Lord's. And once he has become the Lord's he passes
into a state in which, if left to himself, he is dejected and gripped by anxiety. But
when he is brought out of that state he returns to the bliss and happiness that are
his, to the kind of state all the angels experience. The Lord desires any person's total
submission so that He can make him blissful and happy.

Psalm 51:10-12
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from Your presence,
And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.

