
Readings from the Word of God 
7 November 2021 

Exodus 20:8-10 (NKJV, modified) 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you 
shall labour and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of Jehovah your God. In it you shall do no work….


Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) 
[Jesus said to them] 28 “Come to Me, all you who labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls.” 

Luke 4:16-30 (NKJV) 
16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And 
as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of 
the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He 
found the place where it was written:

18 	 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me,

	 	 Because He has anointed Me

	 To preach the gospel to the poor;

	 He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

	 To proclaim liberty to the captives

	 And recovery of sight to the blind,

	 To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

19 	 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” 20 Then He 
closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed 
on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore witness to Him, and 
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marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His 
mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”


23 He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, 
‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in 
Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’ ” 24 Then He said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own 
country. 25 But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the 
days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, and there was a great famine throughout all the land; 26 
but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the 
region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And many 
lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none 
of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”


28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, 
were filled with wrath, 29 and rose up and thrust Him out of the 
city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city 
was built, that they might throw Him down over the cliff. 30 Then 
passing through the midst of them, He went His way.


True Christianity §301 
When the Lord came into the world… the Sabbath day was 
turned into a day for instruction in divine things, for rest from 
labours, for meditating on things related to salvation and eternal 
life, and for loving our neighbour. 

It is clear that the Sabbath became a day for instruction in divine 
things, because the Lord taught on the Sabbath day in the 
Temple and in synagogues (Mark 6:2; Luke 4:16, 31-32; 13:10) 
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Divine Providence §154 
It Is a Law of Divine Providence That We Should Be Led and 
Taught by the Lord, from Heaven, by Means of the Word, and 
Teaching and Preaching from the Word, and That This Should 
Happen While to All Appearances We Are Acting Independently 

Divine Providence §172:6 
The Word has to be taught through the agency of parents, 
teachers, preachers, books, and especially by hearing it read. 
But still it is not taught by these intermediaries, but by the Lord 
through them. …. [Preachers] can, indeed, speak the Word, and 
convey it to the understanding of many; but they cannot introduce 
it into anyone’s heart, and what is not in the heart perishes in the 
intellect. 

Doctrine of Charity §160 
A priest does… the work of the ministry honestly, justly, and 
faithfully, when it is the salvation of souls that affects him; and in 
proportion as this affects him, truths affect him, because by them 
he is to lead souls to heaven; and he is leading souls to heaven 
by means of truths when he leads them to the Lord. His love is 
then diligently to teach truths from the Word, because when he 
teaches them from the Word he is teaching them from the Lord. 
For the Lord not only is the Word (John 1:1, 2, 14), but He is also 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6), and He is the Door. 
He, therefore, who enters into the sheepfold through the Lord as 
the door, is a good shepherd; but he who does not enter into the 
sheepfold through the Lord as the door, is a bad shepherd, who 
is called a thief and a robber (John 10:1-9). 
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Exodus 20:18-19 (NKJV) 
18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning 
flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; 
and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 19 
Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; 
but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” 

John 3:29-30 (NKJV) 
[John said,] “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of 
mine is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.”
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