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2 Kings 4:1-7 (NKJV) 
1 A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried 
out to Elisha, saying, “Your servant my husband is dead, and 
you know that your servant feared the LORD. And the creditor is 
coming to take my two sons to be his slaves.”

2 So Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do 
you have in the house?” And she said, “Your maidservant has 
nothing in the house but a jar of oil.”

3 Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all 
your neighbours—empty vessels; do not gather just a few. 4 And 
when you have come in, you shall shut the door behind you and 
your sons; then pour it into all those vessels, and set aside the 
full ones.”

5 So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her 
sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured it out. 6 
Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said to 
her son, “Bring me another vessel.”

And he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” So the oil 
ceased. 7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, 
“Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your sons live 
on the rest.”
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1 Kings 17:1, 8-16 (NKJV) 
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to 
Ahab, “As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.”

….

8 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9 “Arise, go to 
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have 
commanded a widow there to provide for you.” 10 So he arose 
and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the 
city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to 
her and said, “Please bring me a little water in a cup, that I may 
drink.” 11 And as she was going to get it, he called to her and 
said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”

12 So she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I do not have bread, 
only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I 
am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it 
for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”

13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have 
said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; 
and afterward make some for yourself and your son. 14 For thus 
says the LORD God of Israel: “The bin of flour shall not be used 
up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends 
rain on the earth.’ ”

15 So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and 
she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The bin of 
flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to 
the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah. 

2



Arcana Coelestia (or Secrets of Heaven) §2269:3 
As regards good and truth when joined together…, let merely a 
brief explanation be given here. The more genuine and pure truth 
is, the better is good from the Lord able to be accommodated to 
it as the recipient vessel; but the less genuine and pure truth is, 
the less is good from the Lord able to be accommodated. 

For they must each answer to the other; and to the extent that 
they do, they are joined together. Goods cannot possibly be 
received into falsities, nor evils into truths as their recipient 
vessels, for they are by nature and disposition contrary. 

The one rejects the other as its very enemy; indeed if they tried 
to join together, each of them would throw up—good would 
throw up evil as though it were poison, and evil would throw up 
good as though it were something that induces vomiting. Such 
enmity between evil and good has been provided by the Lord to 
prevent the possibility of their being mixed together, for if they 
were so mixed a person would perish.
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