Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 19 December 2021
Isaiah 9:2
The people who walked in darkness
Have seen a great light;
Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death,
Upon them a light has shined.

John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without
Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

Psalm 43:3
Oh, send out Your light and Your truth!
Let them lead me.

Doctrine of the Lord §1
Because Divine wisdom and Divine love are united, and were united in the Lord from
eternity, therefore we are told as well that “In Him was life, and the life was the light
of people.” Life means Divine love, and light Divine wisdom.
This is the union meant by the statement that the Word was in the beginning with
God and that God was the Word. With God means in God, for wisdom is present in
love, and love in wisdom.

John 3:19-21
He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. (John 3:18)
And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing
evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen,
that they have been done in God.

Secrets of Heaven §3798
It is plainly evident that the Word is disclosed by virtue of good. Everyone looks from
the love present in him at the things that belong to that love; and what he sees he
calls truths because these are in harmony with it. Everyone's love holds the light of
his life within it, for love is like a flame which radiates light. The nature of a person's
love or flame therefore determines that of the light of truth with him. Those who are
stirred by a love of good are able to see the things belonging to that love, and so to
see the truths that are in the Word. They do so according to the amount and the
quality of their love of good, for light or intelligence flows in from heaven, that is, from
the Lord by way of heaven. This is why, as already stated, no one is able to see and

acknowledge the interior contents of the Word except one whose life is governed by
good.

Psalms 27:1
Jehovah is my light and my salvation;
Whom shall I fear?
Jehovah is the strength of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?
Further Passage on Light

John 8:12
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows
Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

John 9:1-5
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples
asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God
should be revealed in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day;
the night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.”

John 11:9-10
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day,
he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if one walks in the
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”

John 12:35-36
Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you
have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know
where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may
become sons of light.” These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden
from them.

John 12:44-48
Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in
Him who sent Me. And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. I have come as a
light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. And if
anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come
to judge the world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive
My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in
the last day.

Psalms 36:9
For with You is the fountain of life;
In Your light we see light.

Isaiah 60:1-3
Arise, shine;
For your light has come!
And the glory of Jehovah is risen upon you.
For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth,
And deep darkness the people;
But Jehovah will arise over you,
And His glory will be seen upon you.
The Gentiles shall come to your light,
And kings to the brightness of your rising.

Secrets of Heaven §3195
As for the source itself of light, this from eternity has existed from the Lord alone, for
Divine Good itself and Divine Truth itself, the source of light, is the Lord. The Divine
Human which existed from eternity, John 17:5, was that actual light. Because such
light was unable any longer to influence the human race which had retreated so far
from good and truth, and so from the light, and had cast itself into darkness, the Lord
was therefore willing to be born and assume the Human itself. Indeed in so doing He
was able to bring light not only to man's rational concepts but also to his natural
ideas. For the Lord made Divine within Himself both the Rational and the Natural so
that people who were in such gross darkness could have light.

True Christian Religion §39
Because God is love itself and wisdom itself, he is life itself, or life in itself. The
Gospel of John says, The Word was with God, and the Word was God. In it there
was life, and that life was the light for humankind (John 1:1, 4). "God" in this case
means divine love, and "the Word" means divine wisdom. Divine wisdom is actually
life, and life is actually the light that radiates from the sun in the spiritual world - the
sun that surrounds Jehovah God. Divine love produces life the way fire produces
light.

