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Daniel 6:10 (NKJV) 
[I]n his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, 
[Daniel] knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed 
and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early 
days. 

Secrets of Heaven §§8253-8254  
[The life of piety or t]he pursuit of a religious life involves thinking 
and speaking in godly ways, setting aside plenty of time for 
prayers and acting in a humble manner during them, going to 
church and listening to sermons there in a devout frame of mind, 
and attending several times each year the Sacrament of the 
[Lord’s] Supper and likewise all other services of worship 
instituted by the Church. But the pursuit of a charitable life 
involves feelings of goodwill towards the neighbour and doing 
good to him, acting in every task from a sense of what is just and 
fair and of what is good and true, and in a similar way in all that 
one is employed to do. In short, a charitable life consists in 
performing useful services. 

Worship of the Lord consists primarily in a charitable life, and not 
in a religious life without it. A religious life without the charitable 
life is no more than a selfish wish to look after oneself; there is no 
concern in it for one’s neighbour. But the pursuit of a religious life 
together with that of a charitable life is indeed a wish to look after 
oneself, yet out of concern for one’s neighbour. 
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Doctrine of Life §25 
If we think and speak devoutly [or piously] but do not turn our 
backs on evil deeds because they are sins, our devout thoughts 
and words are not devout. This is because we are not in the Lord. 
For example, if we attend church regularly, listen reverently to the 
sermons, read the Word and religious literature, take the Holy 
Supper, offer our prayers every day, and give a great deal of 
thought to God and salvation, if we think nothing of evils that are 
sins—fraud, for example, or adultery, hatred, blasphemy, and the 
like—then the only devout thought and speech we are capable of 
is thought and speech that inwardly are not devout at all…. 

At those times our devotional practices are nothing but a routine 
that has become habitual; or we are seeking to earn merit by our 
prayers; or we are hypocritical. 

Matthew 23:25-26 (NKJV) 
[Jesus said,] “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are 
full of extortion and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee, first cleanse 
the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be 
clean also.” 

Luke 5:36-38 (NKJV) 
36 Then He spoke a parable to them: “No one puts a piece from a 
new garment on an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and 
also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the 
old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the 
new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the 
wineskins will be ruined. 38 But new wine must be put into new 
wineskins, and both are preserved. 
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Secrets of Heaven §5135:3 
The truths that a person learns and believes in their earliest 
years when they are a young child but which later on they either 
endorse, have doubts about, or refuse to accept, are in particular 
these: There is God, and He is one; He created everything; He 
rewards those who do what is good and punishes those who do 
things that are bad; there is life after death, when the bad go to 
hell and the good go to heaven, and so there is a hell and a 
heaven; the life after death lasts for ever; also, people ought to 
pray every day and to do so in a humble way; they ought to keep 
the sabbath day holy, honour their parents, and not commit 
adultery, kill, or steal; and many other truths like these. Such 
truths are learned and absorbed by a person from earliest 
childhood; but if, when they start to think for themselves and to 
lead their own life, they endorse them, adding to them further 
truths of a more interior kind, and lead a life in conformity with 
them, all is well with them. 

Psalm 55:16-18, 22 (NKJV) 
16 As for me, I will call upon God, 
 And the LORD shall save me. 
17 Evening and morning and at noon 
 I will pray, and cry aloud, 
 And He shall hear my voice. 
18 He has redeemed my soul in peace from the battle that 

was against me, 
 For there were many against me. 
 …. 
22 Cast your burden on the LORD, 
 And He shall sustain you…. 
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