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Genesis 28:10-17 
Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. So he came to a 
certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of 
the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. 
Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached 
to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: “I am the LORD God of Abraham 
your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your 
descendants. Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall 
spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in 
your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will 
keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave 
you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” 
Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I 
did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” 
 

John 11:20-27 
Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but 
Mary was sitting in the house. Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever You ask of 
God, God will give You.” 
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though 
he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?” 
She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
to come into the world.”  
 

Heaven and Hell §498 
This first state of man after death continues with some for days, with some for 
months, and with some for a year; but seldom with any one beyond a year; for a 
shorter or longer time with each one according to the agreement or disagreement of 
his interiors with his exteriors. For with everyone the exteriors and interior must make 
one and correspond. In the spiritual world no one is permitted to think and will in one 
way and speak and act in another. Everyone there must be an image of his own 
affection or his own love, and therefore such as he is inwardly such he must be 
outwardly; and for this reason a spirit's exteriors are first disclosed and reduced to 
order that they may serve the interiors as a corresponding plane. 
 

Luke 12:2-3 
For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be 
known. Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, 
and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the 
housetops.  



 

Secrets of Heaven §698 
In addition to the hells there are also vastations, about which much is stated in the 
Word. For a person brings with him into the next life, as the result of sins of his own 
doing, countless evils and falsities which he accumulates and couples to himself. 
Even people who have led upright lives do so. Before these can be raised up into 
heaven their evils and falsities must be dispersed, and this dispersing is called 
vastation.  
 

John 3:17-21 
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved. 
He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in God.”  
 

Luke 17:20-21 
Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, 
He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 
nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within 
you.” 


