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2 Samuel 12:1-15 
1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and 
said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the 
other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and 
herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe 
lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up 
together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food 
and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like 
a daughter to him. 

4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from 
his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the 
wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor 
man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”

5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he 
said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this 
[a]shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, 
because he did this thing and because he had no pity.”

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the 
Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I 
delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s 
house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you 
the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I 
also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you despised 
the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to 
be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of 
Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from 
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your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the Lord: 
‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own 
house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them 
to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of 
this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before 
all Israel, before the sun.’ ”

13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”And 
Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you 
shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given 
great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the 
child also who is born to you shall surely die.” 15 Then Nathan 
departed to his house. 


Matthew 21:28-32 
28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to 
the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He 
answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he regretted it and 
went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he 
answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the 
two did the will of his father?” They said to Him, “The first.” 

Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors 
and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and 
when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.
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Divine Love and Wisdom §271 
Those who are in evil do not feel, and therefore do not perceive, 
otherwise than that evil is good; for evil gives enjoyment to their 
senses, especially sight and hearing, and from that gives 
enjoyment also to their thoughts, and thus their perceptions. 
While, therefore, the evil acknowledge that evil and good are 
opposites, still, when they are in evil, they declare from their 
enjoyment of it that evil is good, and good evil.
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