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Children’s Talk: Dirty Feet 
 

 Talking about Feet today 

 Are feet mostly clean or dirty? 

 Mostly dirty, especially back then when they mostly went barefoot or wore 
sandals 

 Cleaning someone’s feet sounds like a terrible job! 

 But pay attention: who cleaned feet in this story? 
 
And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 4 rose 
from supper and laid aside His garments, took a linen cloth and girded Himself. 5 
After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to 
wipe them with the linen cloth with which He was girded…. 
So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and 
Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an 
example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a 
servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent 
him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
(John 13:2-5, 12-17) 
 

 Who cleaned their feet? 

 Jesus did! 

 Was the most important person there; but He cleaned their feet 

 Sometimes we feel too important to do the dirty, not fun, boring, lame jobs 

 Sometimes we feel too important to help those who are weak, or younger, or 
unpleasant 

 But the Lord shows us: we are NEVER too important! 

 The Lord Himself does things. 

 We should too. 
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The Washing of Feet 
A Sermon by Pastor Joel Christian Glenn 

6 March, 2022 
 
 There is something unsettling in the thought of washing a friend’s feet by 
hand. I imagine that if I suggested that we do it here and now in the church, most of 
us (including myself) would be uncomfortable. Yet this simple act is one of the 
greatest signs of the Lord’s love for us, and in turn of how we can share that love 
with those around us. 
 The story of Jesus washing the feet of His disciples took place toward the end 
of Jesus’ life, immediately following the Last Supper which He shared with His 
followers. The telling begins with a comment on Jesus deep love: 
 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had 
come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His 
own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. And supper being 
ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from 
supper... (John 13:1-4) 

 
In all that the Lord did, from beginning to end, He did from love. His love did not even 
falter on the eve of His betrayal and execution; even as He was raised on the cross 
He forgave His enemies. Even Judas, whose heart was under the sway of the Devil, 
received the Lord’s love, and was given it freely and completely. The Lord knew full-
well what was in Judas’ heart; and yet knowingly chose to include Him in the service 
of washing His disciples’ feet. 
 Before we even get to what it means spiritually for the Lord to wash our feet, 
this profound truth should give us pause: the Lord’s love does not have limits. 
Period. It does not wax and wane over time, but is constant until the end; and it 
extends to the worst of us, and to each of us when we are at our worst. No one is 
unworthy of the Lord’s love. It’s amazing how all it often takes for hell to keep us 
trapped in evil is to make us believe that we are unworthy of the Lord’s help. It would 
be as if we refused to go to a doctor because we are scared we might be horrifically 
sick or beyond the help of modern medicine; and so it is easier to live in denial than 
be faced with the diagnosis. Sadly, people really do take this approach, and even 
more sadly it can be how we see the Lord. We need to above all remember the 
Lord’s infinite love, and that it flows without exception and without any prejudice. You 
are not beyond the Lord’s help. 
 Jesus’ next actions indicate how He helps us. He, “laid aside His garments, 
took a linen cloth and girded Himself. After that, He poured water into a basin” (John 
13:4-5). In the literal meaning of course the Lord was simply preparing Himself for 
washing the disciple’s feet: a cloth to wipe with and water for the washing itself. 
Spiritually these two things mean the means what the Lord uses to cleanse us from 
evil. 
 

Washing of the feet was a sign of purification from sins, which is 
accomplished by the truths of faith, since these teach a person how he ought 
to live. (Secrets of Heaven §7601) 
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If we have evil in ourselves, the way out is through truth, since truth is what teaches 
us a new way of life. The teachings of the New Church get even more specific about 
the linen cloth and the water as symbols of truth: the linen cloth, worn directly on the 
Lord’s person, represents the Divine Truth itself coming from the Lord; and the 
water, external to the Lord and held in a basin, represents the truth of faith on a 
natural level (Secrets of Heaven §10243:2). 
 The one truth, Divine Truth, is the Truth itself, the Truth as it exists with the 
Lord; it is the pure ideal, that gives us a target to shoot for; the other is the truth as it 
exists in our minds, with all our limited and flawed understanding, attached to all of 
our personal experiences and points of view. Although the latter sounds tainted and 
the former pure, it is when both kinds of truth come together that we can be purified. 
 With these tools Jesus began to wash the feet of His disciples: 
 

[He] began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with 
which He was girded. (John 13:5) 

 
Feet are the lowest part of the body, and especially in a society that would not have 
often used closed-toed shoes, the dirtiest. There may not be a greater sign of the 
Lord’s desire to be with us even in the worst and the darkest parts of life. He wants 
to help us with the worst of the worst; the hidden, secret evils that we believe are 
unforgiveable and insurmountable.  
 Peter was shocked that the Lord would be willing to “demean” Himself this 
way; he insisted that Jesus would never stoop so low as to wash his feet: 
 

Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You 
washing my feet?” Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do 
not understand now, but you will know after this.” Peter said to Him, “You shall 
never wash my feet!” (John 13:6-8) 

 
Peter seems to be showing His own kind of humility, but I think it is the kind of 
humility that keeps us from receiving what others try to give us, lest we have to admit 
our own needs. When someone notices you are down, and they ask if everything is 
all right, you may brush them off, put on a smile, and say it’s all good; meanwhile 
thinking to yourself, “why would they ever care about my problems? Why should I 
burden them? They probably didn’t actually want to help, they have their own issues 
to deal with.” A very humble sounding attitude; yet often it’s more of an excuse to not 
face our own challenges or to avoid the embarrassment of letting someone in. Just 
as we may have this attitude with friends, we have it with the Lord as well: surely He 
is tired of my continual failings; how could I trouble Him with more, especially 
knowing that I’ll likely fail again. 
 Jesus’ answer to Peter leaves no room for excuses: 
 

Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” (John 
13:8) 

 
If we think we can first become pure, and only then worthily approach the Lord, then 
we will never receive His help. It is precisely when we feel most unworthy that we 
need His aid the most. It is the sick, not the well, who need a doctor; and it is 
sinners, not the righteous, who need the Lord. 
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 On hearing on the necessity of receiving washing from Jesus, Peter did a 180 
and asked that Jesus not restrict Himself to just the feet: 
 

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my 
head!” (John 13:9) 

 
But Jesus indicated that he was already clean, and so needed only to worry about 
his feet: 
 

Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is 
completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” (John 13:10) 

 
This spiritually refers to the difference between our inner lives and our outer lives. 
Once we have committed to the Lord from within, the most important thing is to put it 
into practice in practical ways. If we get stuck constantly trying to reform our feelings 
and thoughts we will never get to the point of actually speaking and living differently, 
which is what actually makes a difference. And indeed, for the most part it is that 
behaviour that gets in the way of the Lord’s goodness flowing freely into our hearts: 
 

For good is flowing in constantly from the Lord, but when by way of the 
internal or spiritual man it reaches the external or natural man it is either 
perverted there, or turned away, or stifled. But when indeed the things that 
belong to self-love and love of the world are removed, good is received there, 
and bears fruit there, since the person now performs the works of charity. 
(Secrets of Heaven §3147) 

 
It is tempting to spend our time navel gazing, or trying to manipulate our own feelings 
into just the right arrangement; but actually, it is perhaps in looking outward and 
working on habits and behaviour that we most effectively allow the Lord to do the 
work of sorting our those inner, and even subconscious, aspects.  
 None of this should be taken to mean that we can sit back, ask the Lord to 
cleanse us, and instantly He will do so. We must take responsibility for our own part 
in any of this. Even though Jesus washed Judas’s feet along with the rest, it did not 
save Judas from becoming a traitor. Although Jesus had washed all of their feet, 
they were not all clean at heart: 
 

Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is 
completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” For He knew who 
would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.” (John 13:10-11) 

 
It is important that we clean the externals; and in doing so we open the way for inner 
goodness to flow into our hearts and outward into the world. But if we consciously 
hold on to the evils of our hearts, and do not reject selfishness, then our hearts will 
remain contaminated regardless of how pure and pious we appear on the outside. 
 We have focused almost entirely on our personal relationships with the Lord. 
But the last thing the Lord did in the story of washing the feet of the disciples was to 
draw their attention to how they might do the same for others. And if we have lived 
the Lord’s truth, and seen the good that it brings to our lives, then we too can be in a 
position to turn around and do the same for others. 
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So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, 
He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher 
and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given 
you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I 
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent 
greater than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you 
do them. (John 13:12-17) 

 
Seeing helping others as washing their feet can transform our approach. It is both an 
act of charity and humility; there is certainly nothing of condemnation in it (cf. Secrets 
of Heaven §3147). When we go to help our neighbour it is not from a place of 
superiority; it must be from a place of deep love and service. Even the Lord, the God 
of all, came to serve; how much more can we adopt that attitude, knowing that we 
too are in need of help? If we have been forgiven so much by the Lord, who are we 
to withhold forgiveness from another? Having had the plank removed, who are we to 
condemn those who still have a speck in their eye, rather than humbly trying to help 
them? 


