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Children’s Talk: The Prince of Peace 
- We’re going to talk today about fighting. 

- People arguing with angry voices. 
- People hurting each other or doing mean things to each other. 
- This can be between just two people or it can between whole countries that go to war. 

- I want to talk about how the Lord can help. 

- We’re going to read a prophecy about the Lord coming into the world: 
- Isaiah 9:6-7 (NKJV) 

-  6 For unto us a Child is born, 
 Unto us a Son is given; 
 And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
 And His name will be called 
 Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7  Of the increase of His government and peace 
 There will be no end, 
 Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
 To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 
 From that time forward, even forever. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

- This prophecy is saying that the Lord is going to be the “Prince of Peace.” 
- And then it says this: “Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end….” 

- It’s not just that there is going to be peace; it says that it’s going to increase and never 
stop increasing! 

- More peaceful and more peaceful and more peaceful forever! 

- How can the Lord help us in our fights with other people? 
- He can bring us more peace. 
- The answer is in those same words because something else is going to increase, as the 

peace increases. 
- It says, “Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end….” 

- What is government? 
- The government means the people or person who is in charge. 

- So “the increase of His government” means the Lord being in charge 
increasing—Him becoming more in charge. 

- How can the Lord become more in charge if He’s already in charge of everything? 
- He is in charge of everything but we don’t always let Him be in charge of us. 

- We don’t let Him govern us or tell us what to do. 
- We want to be in charge of ourselves. 

- But, if we want to have an increase of His peace in our lives then we also need to have 
an increase of His government—we need to let Him become more and more in charge of 
our lives. 

2



- People often have fights about who gets to be in charge. 
- Who is the boss in the game? 
- Who gets to decide what we do? 

- Adults and countries have fights about the same things. 
- It doesn’t feel good if you feel like someone else is trying to control you. 

- How can we try to let the Lord be the one in charge? 
- I find that if I’m getting into a conflict I sometimes have to go away from other people for 

a little bit to think clearly. 
- “The other person wants to do this but I want to do that!” 

- Breathe and say, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” 
- It doesn’t have to mean giving in. 
- The Lord can help you to find a way of playing together in which you both can be happy 

or the Lord can help you figure out how to say in a kind way that you want to stop 
playing together for now. 

- Where is the area of the biggest lack of peace on your earth?  
- In thinking about the future? 
- With certain other people? 
- In certain places—at home, at sport, at school? 

- How could the Lord be more in charge in that area? 

- The Lord is the Prince of Peace and He can bring you an increase of peace and, even if it’s 
only a little bit of an increase, it still can make a big difference. 

- Amen. 
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War and Providence 
A Sermon by Pastor Malcolm G. Smith 

13 March 2022 

Intro 
- The war in Ukraine is on many people’s minds at the moment. 

- We keep on seeing more images and hearing more reports of the terrible and terrifying 
things that are happening there. 

- And, of course, it’s by no means the only terrible conflict going on in the world right now. 
- To name just one other one, there’s the conflict in Yemen which has been going on for 

years and has been called “the worst humanitarian crisis in the past 100 years” (“Yemen 
facing ‘worst humanitarian crisis in 100 years’ as Ramadan appeal launched” -  
https://arab.news/vjv6d). 

- With these situations on our minds, many people are feeling fearful about what might happen 
if things escalate even further and powerless desperate about all the unnecessary suffering 
and injustice that’s happening. 

- As we worship the Lord this morning, we will turn to the Lord in His Word and ask Him to 
help our minds think about all of this and help our hearts respond to all of this. 

- We will be looking at three main questions: 
- 1) Why does our loving God allow war? 
- 2) How much should we think about wars going on in the world? 
- 3) What can we do to help? Or how should we respond to all of this? 

- As we explore these questions, we will be drawing on teachings from the Lord’s Word in the 
Old and New Testaments and the teachings of the New Church. 

- And we will also be drawing on the reflections of people who lived through a much 
bigger war than we are currently dealing with. 

- I went back and found some articles written by New Church people at the 
beginning, middle, and end of World War II. 

- We get to benefit from the wisdom that they gained from the harrowing experience 
that they lived through. 

1) Why Does Our Loving God Allow War? 
- We will start by reading a portion of a passage that New Church people have turned to for 

generations when trying to understand why wars happen. 
- It is from the book Angelic Wisdom Concerning Divine Providence and it’s an 

explanation of why the Lord allows wars to happen. 
- We will read just a small portion of it but I recommend reading the whole thing and the 

passages that come after it too. 
- Divine Providence §251 

- It is not because of Divine providence that wars happen, because they are accompanied 
by murders, looting, acts of violence and savagery, and many other heinous evils which 
are diametrically contrary to Christian charity. But still, they cannot but be permitted, 
because since the time of the most ancient people… people’s life’s love has become 
such that it wishes to rule over others, and in the end over all others, and to possess the 
world’s riches, and in the end all riches. These two loves cannot be kept bound, since it 
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is according to Divine providence that everyone be permitted to act in freedom in 
accordance with his reason… and because without permissions a person cannot be led 
by the Lord away from evil and so be reformed and saved. For if evils were not permitted 
to break out, a person would not see them, and therefore would not acknowledge them, 
and so could not be brought to resist them. 

It is on this account that evils cannot by any providence be prevented. For in that case 
they would remain shut in, and would, like the diseases called cancer and gangrene, 
spread and eat away every human spark of life. 

- The Lord does not want wars to happen or any of the terrible things that come along with 
them but, in order to prevent them, the Lord would have to become the worst kind of dictator 
Himself—not just controlling people’s behaviour through fear and force but taking away their 
very freedom to think and act on their own at all. 

- The Lord loves people too much to do that. 
- And He wants to lead people out of their selfishness and tendency to harm and control 

other people and the Lord knows, in His infinite wisdom, that the only way to have some 
chance of doing that is to also allow people to sometimes do horrific things. 

- One thing that’s worth noting here is that we see the terrible things that do happen. 
- We don’t see the even worse things that the Lord prevents. 
- If things are as bad as they are with the Lord’s constant, loving care, imagine how 

terrible they would be without Him. 
- War would be constant and everywhere. 
- The fact that any war or conflict comes to an end is a miracle and is the Lord’s doing. 

- As Psalm 46 says, 
- 8  Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

 Who has made desolations in the earth. 
9  He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
 He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; 
 He burns the chariot in the fire. 
10  Be still, and know that I am God…. 

- The passage from Divine Providence goes on to say that “there are many reasons laid up in 
the treasure house of Divine wisdom” about why wars are not prevented earlier by the Lord. 

- And then it explains one those reasons. 
- It doesn’t explain all of the reasons; just one. 
- It has to do with the spiritual causes of war. 

- Divine Providence §251:3-4 
- All wars, though occurring on the civil plane, are representative of states of the church in 

heaven, and are corresponding parallels. This was true of all the wars described in the 
Word, and it is true of all wars today. The wars described in the Word are those which 
the children of Israel waged against various nations such as the Amorites, Ammonites, 
Moabites, Philistines, Syrians, Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Assyrians. …[E]ach nation 
with whom the children of Israel waged war symbolised a particular kind of evil…. 

Wars at the present day, wherever they occur, portray the same kind of things. 
Everything that happens in this natural world is in response to something that is 
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happening in the spiritual world…. In this world, no one knows what countries in 
Christendom are the equivalents of the Moabites and the Ammonites, the Syrians and 
the Philistines, the Chaldeans and the Assyrians, and the other nations against whom 
the Israelites waged war, but their equivalents do exist. 

- A teaching like this is fascinating to consider. 
- Which of the countries currently involved in wars correspond to the same thing as the 

Babylonians or the Philistines? 
- We need to be careful with this kind of speculation to not just retreat into an ivory tower 

of enjoying trying to figure this out and losing connection with the tragedy of the situation 
on the ground in these countries. 

- But, done right, this kind of thinking from spiritual causes can be part of how we can use 
any world conflict to learn how to be a better person. 

- War is one of the places where we can see evil in a fairly naked form. 
- This is what love of dominating other people looks like. 
- This is what coveting what is your neighbour’s looks like when taken to its full 

extent. 
- This is what treating other people as your property looks like. 
- Etc. 

- Where do you see these same motivations and forces showing up in your life in more 
subtle and disguised forms? 

- These few thoughts do not fully answer the questions of why our loving God would allow war 
and its atrocities but maybe they can help us to have a bit more of a sense of the spiritual 
forces at work and of the Lord still being present and lovingly caring for each person, in the 
midst of the nightmare of war. 

2) How much should we think about wars going on in the world? 
- The next question we’re going to spend some time on is how much should we think about 

wars going on in the world? 
- There’s no easy answer to this. 

- Some of my friends are very affected by what’s going on in Ukraine; others are less affected. 
- I don’t think that that means that some of those people are better than others; we are 

affected by things in different ways and that’s probably a good thing. 
- Is it bad if you don’t really know anything about what’s going on in Yemen right now? 

- How about the conflict in Ethiopia and Sudan? 
- I don’t know. 

- One thing that does seem true is that, in our efforts to stay up to date on the news in general 
or the news about a specific issue, we should try to not neglect staying up to date with the 
Lord at the same time. 

- Here is an excerpt of an editorial that was written in 1940, one year into World War II. 
- It’s titled “Spiritual Life Under War Conditions” and the author first talks about the risks of 

being obsessed by the war and then recommends reading the Word at the beginning 
and end of each day (By Charles A. Hall. First printed in The New Church Herald on 
August 17th 1940. Reprinted in New Church Life, 1940: pp.554-556.). 
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- It is so perilously easy for our minds to be obsessed by the war to such a degree 
as to cause us to be deprived of our spiritual perspective. ….  

Any one of us may become a physical casualty [of the war]; that, however, is a 
minor matter in comparison with the peril of becoming a spiritual casualty. …. 

Power from the Lord is mediated to us through His written Word as by no other 
agency: pity it is that we are so tardy in availing ourselves of it. Devout reading of 
the Word brings us into heavenly associations, and the fragrance of such 
associations lingers about us long after we have been compelled by the demand 
of the day to close the Sacred Book. …. 

And as we begin the day with the Word, so should we end it. We most earnestly 
exhort our readers not to go to bed haunted by war news: let the last waking 
thoughts be concerning news from heaven. Tired as we may be at the end of a 
hard day, we shall find sleep more refreshing and peaceful if, just before putting 
out the light, we read a few verses from one of the Gospels…. 

- Whatever is dominating your thoughts, I think this is good advice. 
- When weighed down by news of things in this natural world, be sure to spend at least 

some time in your day reflecting on spiritual and eternal things. 
- Reading the Word won’t answer the unanswerable questions but it might help you find 

some some—not peace as the world gives but the Lord’s peace that He gives to you 
(John 14:27). 

- One other thought on this topic is just to remind you that we have a tendency, when absorbed 
by a crisis to believe the idea that nothing else matters. 

- And we feel like nothing is worth anything anymore. 
- That’s not true. 

- Good things are still good. 
- Babies are still innocent and sweet. 
- Nature is still beautiful. 
- Good food is still good food. 

- It is OK to enjoy good things and to put effort into noticing those good things that we are 
grateful for—even when things are hard—and it’s part of what will sustain us to do the hard 
work that we need to do. 

3) What Can We Do to Help? Or How Should We Respond to All of This? 
- What can we do to help? Or how should we respond to all of this? 

- This is a much easier question to ask than it is to answer. 
- It seems worth mentioning that the teachings of the New Church are clear that it can be a 

good and right thing to fight a war in defence of your country. 
- One passage says this: 

- True Christianity §407 
- [W]ars for the purpose of keeping the country and the church safe are not against 

charity. The ultimate purpose shows whether a given act is an expression of 
charity or not. 

- Another passage talks about what a good, charitable commander of an army is like: 
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- Doctrine of Charity §164 
- [The commander of an army, i]f he looks to the Lord and shuns evils as sins, and 

if he acts honestly, justly, and faithfully in the affairs, of his generalship and 
command,…. he does not love war, but peace, and continues to love it during 
war. He only goes to war for the protection of his country, and thus he is not an 
aggressor but a defender; afterwards, indeed, when war has been commenced, 
he also is an aggressor, so long as aggression is defence. In battle… he is brave 
and active; after battle [he is] mild and merciful. 

- So there are times when the right thing for good people to do is to engage in a war to defend 
what is good. 

- Figuring out under what circumstances that applies is a tricky question and I’m not going 
to try to untangle that right now. 

- The main thing I want to focus on in this last section, though, is the work we can do every 
single day, in whatever context we find ourselves, to fight the good fight against the forces 
that lead to war. 

- Here I want to read from a sermon that the Rev F. W. Elphick preached in the Church of the 
New Jerusalem in Durban, South Africa, on a National Day of Prayer in September 1943 
(“Peace and War” Printed in New Church Life 1944: pp.58-64.). 

- He said, 
- We have said that men stand aghast at the destruction and the terrible evil of this war. 

But what, in part, creates this dismay? It is the mass and size and extent of the evil 
which astounds. What is required is to see evil in its smallness in its little forms, in its 
incipient stages. And this is really the essence of all future “reconstruction.” For evil seen 
in its little forms, where it can be taken to task, and shunned as sin against God, is that 
which will bring a better world. It is the selfish “dictator” in ourselves that must be killed—
harshness, greed, injustice, selfish dominion in the home, in the school, in church 
organisations, in business office and factory—in all walks of life—and this in all nations! 
For it is the individuals in every nation who make the nation. 

- There are many cruel dictators in homes and businesses around the world. 
- If we want to reduce the likelihood of war in the world, then we need to find against our 

own tendencies to want to control other people or to get revenge, or to mistreat others 
for our selfish purposes. 

- And fighting against these tendencies may well feel like we are fighting a civil war of 
fighting against our own family because of how much these tendencies can feel like part 
of the family to us. 

- This is part of what the Lord was talking about when He said, “A man’s enemies 
are the men of his own household” (Matthew 10:36; Micah 7:6). 

- Along these same lines, here is an extract from a sermon given by another New Church 
minister, this time in Colchester England, in 1942, speaking to over fifty cadets of a local Air 
Training Corps (“Peace and the Sword" by the Rev Martin Pryke. Printed in New Church Life 
1943: pp.53-58) 

- He said, 
- But… true peace can only be established on earth if we each, individually, seek to 

establish it in our own hearts. This means that we shall have to fight for the cause of 
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God’s Word just as earnestly when the present war is over as we do now. Then we shall 
no longer be fighting on the battlefields, but in our own homes and at our benches and 
desks—a less glamorous battle, but not one whit less vital. 

- As it says in the Psalms, we must “Depart from evil and do good: seek peace and pursue it” 
(34:14). 

- If we are feeling upset and powerless about what’s going on in Ukraine or Yemen or Clermont 
the least we can do is work on our own stuff.  

- Not make excuses when we catch ourselves trying to control other people. 
- Acknowledge it and work our hardest to do better. 

- Our houses aren’t being blown up. 
- We have enough food and water. 
- It’s the least we can do to not treat the people around us badly. 
- And it’s the least we can do to also do our part to stand up against small injustices—

small instances where people are being mistreated by others. 

- In the Gospel of Luke there is this moment when Jesus is coming to Jerusalem and weeps 
over it. 

- Luke 19:41-42 (NKJV) 
- 41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had 

known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! 
But now they are hidden from your eyes.” 

- I wonder how often the Lord looks at us with love and weeps over us because we too 
are unable to see the things that would make for our peace. 

Conclusion 
- I want to wrap things up with one more quote from a wartime sermon. 
- This one was delivered in Australia in September 1939, just two weeks after Germany had 

invaded Poland, long before people knew how far World War II would spread (“Church and 
War” By the Rev Cairns Henderson. Printed in New Church Life 1942: pp.114-119.). 

- If those people in their times could find the strength to keep trusting in the Lord and keep 
going despite the uncertainty and terrible wars of their times, maybe we can also do so today. 

- In the measure that we understand and truly believe [the essential teaching of the New 
Church concerning war]—and it takes somewhat of the faith of love to believe in it—we 
shall go forward calmly and trustfully, realising that there is involved a greater power than 
the German Führer, a more enduring kingdom than the Third Reich, and confident that, 
come what may, the Lord will preserve everything that is of vital need to mankind. …. 

Lastly, let me say this. Despite our hopes, our fears, and our wishful thinking, we must 
admit that we do not know what is going to happen. This war may mean the end of life 
as we know it. At any rate, it marks the end of all normal thinking and planning for the 
future. …. 

May the Lord give us the courage, the strength, and the confidence to endure what must 
befall, and finally, in His mercy and compassion, grant us peace—not in our time, but in 
His. 

- Amen.
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