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Children’s Talk: How Much Love? 

 

 Who should you love more: the Lord, or other people? 

 Are there some people you should love more and other people you should 
love less? 

 One time someone asked the Lord about what is the most important 
commandment, and the Lord answered with love: 

o Matthew 22:35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, 
testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment 
in the law?” 

o Matt. 22:37   Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the 
first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 The most important thing is to love the Lord above everything else, with 
everything you have. 

 The second thing is to love your neighbour, or other people, as much as you 
love yourself. 

 So who should you love most? The Lord! 

 But who does the Lord love the most? Does He love Himself most? No! He 
loves other people the most! 

 So if we love the Lord, that means we also should love the people He loves; 
and He is better at loving people than you or I are. 

 You might love your mom and dad, your teachers, your brothers and sister, 
and some friends. 

 And even then, you sometimes get mad at them. 

 But the Lord loves EVERYONE and He loves them ALWAYS. 

 So loving the Lord means remembering to love as many people we can as 
often as we can 

 Loving the Lord means treating people the way He wants them to be treated 

 Loving the Lord means listening to what He has to say 

 Loving the Lord means getting better and better at loving people 

 Loving the Lord means knowing that people are worth loving even when we 
find it hard to do that. 

 If we love the Lord more than anything, we will also love other people more 
than ourselves. 
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Picking and Choosing 

A Sermon by Pastor Joel Christian Glenn 
20 March, 2022 

 
 One of the most fundamental precepts of Christianity is to love: love the Lord 
and love your neighbour. It is by this love that anyone can be recognized as a 
Christian, and it is by his love that anyone can have a relationship with the Lord. 
There is real joy in learning to love more and more fully and completely. Yet the 
command to love can also overwhelm and exhaust us. It is hard enough to care for 
all of our family and close friends; and yet there are nearly eight billion other people 
who share the planet with us. Every day it seem like we see images of tragedy and 
suffering around the world, and still can barely take care of the tragedies and 
suffering that take place around the corner. If we are to keep the Lord’s command to 
love all, we need to find ways to do it without becoming wracked with guilt and 
overcome by the magnitude of the task. 
 I want to start with a few examples of how this can show up, using various 
social causes. The same scenarios play out in individual needs of course too, but I’ll 
focus on this for now. Say you have a friend who is passionate about the plight of the 
homeless in KZN. She has done extensive research on the problem and the causes, 
and donates time and resources to various organizations to improve the situation. 
She shares her passion and knowledge with you, and strongly encourages you to 
get involved as well. You feel moved to help, and so do what you can. All well and 
good. But then let’s say another friend comes along whose passion is for racial 
equality. He too has done research and is actively involved in the problems. He also 
strongly encourages you to get involved in making a difference. The statistics on 
inequality horrify you, and wrench at your heart; and so you give what little free time 
and energy you have left to this cause. But then let’s say a third friend gets involved, 
and her passion is for the environment. She tells you all the bleak predictions of how 
much longer we have before we cross the point of no return and our planet is 
doomed. And although you care deeply about what she has told you, you simply do 
not have the time, energy, or emotional capacity to do anything about it. And yet in 
your heart you feel a nagging guilt. How could you not care about the fate of 
millions? And maybe even externally you hear the same message: this friend who 
cares so much berates you for your unfeeling dismissal of her concerns, for 
consigning humanity to its fate while you blindly go about your life. The pressure to 
care about all people all the time is strong. 
 It is tempting to pick and choose who you will care about, or even try to decide 
who is worth caring about. That is what the people of Israel ended up doing: they 
cared intensely about the needs of their fellow Jews, treating them as the neighbour 
who was to be loved, while outsiders, outcasts, and enemies were not worth the time 
of day. Yet Jesus roundly condemns this approach of dividing the world up into those 
worth caring about and those not: 

 
You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes 
His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not 
even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, what 
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do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore 
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-
48) 

 
Jesus calls us to be perfect, having a perfect and complete love for every other 
human being, including those we might count as our very enemies. This leaves us in 
a hard position: we are supposed to care for all people, all causes, all movements for 
righteousness and justice; and yet to actually do even a fraction of that would leave 
us burnt out, exhausted, useless, and burdened with the guilt of never succeeding. 
 The Lord does not ask us to do the impossible; or rather, with Him, what 
appears impossible is in fact made possible. And so with this, it must be possible for 
us to love fully and completely. One way that the Lord makes this possible is through 
the truth that our individual efforts reach beyond our individual lives. Each person 
has something unique to offer, and in offering that very specific, unique thing, the 
whole is benefited. We don’t need to directly see how what we do improves the 
whole world; we can trust that the Lord uses our individual efforts to produce 
collective good. We are merely the many branches; He is the vine that holds us all 
together as one (John 15:5). We see this reflected in heaven. Even there, the angels 
cannot be all things to all people. They have their specializations that they are called 
to: 

 
Although there are countless communities [in heaven], and each one is 
distinct and separate from the rest, they nevertheless all constitute one 
heaven because every one is moved by love to the Lord and charity towards 
the neighbour. (Secrets of Heaven §2982) 

 
What makes heaven one is not that every angel contributes directly to every other 
angel; far from it. What makes heaven one is that each individual angel, in his daily 
tasks, in the context of his unique community, is looking to the Lord and to charity to 
his neighbour. It is the Lord who weaves all these efforts into one. No one angel 
could possibly comprehend how the numerous communities of heaven, with their 
immense variety, all contribute to each other. And yet they all benefit from each 
other, and are made stronger for the presence of others. Likewise, we each have our 
own special gifts and talents; we are each called to specific tasks and causes; we 
each participate in individual communities that can be quite contrasting in focus and 
attitude. And yet if we love the Lord above all us, and are motivated by love for our 
neighbour, than we are caring for and doing good to all of humanity, in ways that at 
times we cannot possibly fathom. 

This does mean that we will many times turn down or reject an opportunity to 
do something good. There is nothing wrong with that; provided we do not fall into the 
attitude of disdaining or dismissing the good. It’s fairly easy to do that as soon as we 
start to specialize. Perhaps it’s something of a defence mechanism: if I can in some 
way disparage your problems or your chosen issue, than I don’t have to feel guilty 
about not supporting it. Rather than doing that, it’s important that even when we 
choose not to participate in some good thing, we still appreciated and value the good 
that others are doing. The ultimate way that we do this is by loving the Lord, since if 
we love the Lord, we love the source of all the good that others have that we 
ourselves might lack. 
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Love to the Lord cannot possibly be separated from love towards the 
neighbour, for the Lord's love is directed towards the whole human race whom 
He wishes to save eternally and to join so completely to Himself that not a 
single one of them perishes. Anyone therefore who has love to the Lord 
possesses the Lord's love and so cannot help loving the neighbour. (Secrets 
of Heaven §2023) 

 
I cannot help everyone; but I can love that the Lord does love everyone, and I can 
love that the Lord provides people who do show love to the people that I cannot 
prioritize. Take for instance a needy friend that we reluctantly decide we cannot 
prioritize at the moment. Instead of resenting that friend for being needy, and so 
making us feel guilty for not helping, we can still dwell on the Lord’s immense love 
for that individual; we can hope and pray that the Lord sends other people to offer 
the support that we are unable to; and we can rejoice that the Lord has provided 
others to help those that we cannot. We can be united as one, regardless of how 
varied and diverse, in our love for the Lord, who loves and provides for us all. 

The things we do for humanity are not just the outward actions we take, nor 
are they restricted to overt acts of charity. In fact, some of the greatest contributions 
we make to the world are what we do internally to make sure that we do our daily 
work with genuine integrity. 

 
With every one, Christian charity consists in his performing faithfully the duties 
of his calling; for thus, if he shuns evils as sins, he daily does what is good, 
and is himself his own use in the common body; thus also the common good 
is provided for, as well as that of each individual in particular. (Doctrine of Life 
§114) 

 
We provide for the good of the community at large when each of us individually is 
doing his own work faithfully, and particularly if we are doing the unseen work of 
repentance. This is perhaps counter-intuitive. Dealing with my inner demons seems 
very individual, and even doing a daily job does not seem like the most important 
thing in the world. But fundamentally these are the building blocks of a heavenly 
world. Each of us is the church in smallest form; and the church is only as healthy as 
each of the people who form the church. 
 We cannot do it all. We cannot be all things to all people. But we can do our 
part to contribute to the greater good. It doesn’t take saying yes to every single 
chance to help, it doesn’t require being a super hero. We each do have a part to 
play, a unique contribution to make that no one else can; and each of us has a 
particular calling that we can, and indeed should, focus on, at times to the exclusion 
of other callings. But in doing this we must always look to the Lord, to value and 
appreciate the infinite variety of ways that, through others, He is providing good; and 
we must from that love, in our own little corner of the world, do what we can to every 
day act justly and faithfully. Out of these apparently small efforts, the Lord creates a 
new and heavenly world. 


