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Matthew 8:23-27 (Kempton Translation, modified) 
23 And when [Jesus] had stepped into a ship, His disciples 
followed Him. 24 And behold, there came to pass a great quaking 
in the sea, so that the ship was covered by the waves; but He 
was sleeping. 25 And His disciples coming, caused Him to arise, 
saying, “Lord, save us, we are perishing.” 
26 And He says unto them, “Why are you frightened, O you of little 
faith?” Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea; and 
there was a great calm. 27 And the men marvelled, saying, “What 
kind of Man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him!” 

Apocalypse Explained §514:22 
[The Lord’s calming the wind and the waves of the sea] 
represented the state of people of the church when they are in 
what is natural and are not yet in what is spiritual. In that state 
the natural affections, which are various selfish desires springing 
from the loves of self and the world, rise up and produce various 
commotions of the mind. In this state the Lord appears as it were 
absent; this apparent absence is signified by His being asleep; 
but when they come out of a natural into a spiritual state these 
commotions cease, and there comes tranquillity of mind; for the 
Lord calms the tempestuous commotions of the natural man 
when the spiritual mind is opened, and through it the Lord flows 
into the natural.  
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Isaiah 43:1 (NKJV, modified) 
1  Thus says Jehovah, who created you, O Jacob, 
 And He who formed you, O Israel: 
 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by your name; 
 You are Mine. 

Luke 1:73-74 (NKJV) 
73  The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 
74  To grant us that we, 
 Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
 Might serve Him without fear…. 

Luke 12:32 (NKJV) 
32 [Jesus said,] “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

Luke 12:7 (NKJV) 
7 [Jesus said,] “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows.” 

Psalm 121:4 (NKJV) 
4  Behold, He who keeps Israel 
 Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
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True Christianity §68 
The more we follow the divine design in the way we live, the 
more we receive power against evil and falsity from God’s 
omnipotence, receive wisdom about goodness and truth from 
God’s omniscience, and are in God because of God’s 
omnipresence. The more we follow the divine design in the way 
we live, the more power we receive from God’s omnipotence to 
fight against forms of evil and falsity, because no one can resist 
evils or the falsities that go with them except God alone. …. 

[U]nless we seek help from God Almighty we have no more 
power of our own against evil and falsity than a fish has against 
the ocean, or a gnat against a whale, or a piece of dust against a 
mountain that is falling on it. …. 

Therefore we have to follow the divine design in the way we live. 
We have to acknowledge God, His omnipotence, and our 
resulting safety from hell, and do our part to fight against the evil 
that is with us; this acknowledgment and this fighting go together 
as part of the divine design. Otherwise we cannot help being 
plunged into hell and swallowed up; and once there, we cannot 
help being driven by evils, one after the other, like a little rowboat 
on the sea being pushed around by storms.
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