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Mark 1:21-22 (NKJV) 
21 Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the 
Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught. 22 And they were 
astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. 

Luke 4:36 (NKJV) 
Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, 
saying, “What a word this is! For with authority and power He 
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.” 

Luke 9:1-2 (NKJV)  
1 Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them 
power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He 
sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

Mark 13:34 (NKJV) 
34 It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and 
gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and 
commanded the doorkeeper to watch. 
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Genesis 39:3-6 (NKJV) 
3 And [Joseph’s] master saw that the LORD was with him and that 
the LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand. 4 So Joseph 
found favour in his sight, and served him. Then he made him 
overseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his 
authority. 5 So it was, from the time that he had made him 
overseer of his house and all that he had, that the LORD blessed 
the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the 
LORD was on all that he had in the house and in the field. 6 Thus 
he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand, and he did not know what 
he had except for the bread which he ate. 

Genesis 41:39-40 (NKJV)  
39 [Pharaoh said,] “Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, 
there is no one as discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be 
over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to 
your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.” 

New Jerusalem §317 
Priests should be given status and honour because of the sacred 
functions they perform; but if they are wise, they ascribe the 
honour not to themselves but to the Lord, who is the source of 
what is sacred. If they are not wise, they ascribe the honour to 
themselves—and take it away from the Lord. ….   

None of the honour that goes with any function belongs to the 
individual performing it. Rather, it is appended to the individual in 
accord with the importance of the function being performed; and 
anything that is appended does not belong to the individual and 
is taken away from her or him when the position passes to 
another. The only honour that remains ours is honour we receive 
for our wisdom and fear of the Lord. 
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New Jerusalem §324 
There are monarchs with absolute power, who regard their 
subjects as slaves, so much so that they as monarchs have a 
right to their subjects' possessions and even lives. If they 
exercise this right, they are not monarchs but tyrants. 

Luke 4:5-8 (NKJV) 
5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him 
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil 
said to Him, “All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for 
this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 
Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.” 
8 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan! 
For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him 
only you shall serve.’ ” 

Divine Providence §146 
The hardest [spiritual] battle of all... is with the love of being in 
control from a love of self. A person who overcomes this love, 
easily overcomes all other evil loves, because this is the head of 
them all. 

Matthew 20:26-28 (NKJV) 
[Jesus said,] “26 [W]hoever desires to become great among you, 
let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be first among 
you, let him be your slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” 
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