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Children’s Talk: Where is the Lord? 

 
 Where is the Lord? That is a hard question to answer. We can’t see Him. But 
we also know that He is everywhere. It was even harder for His followers who knew 
Him when He walked the Earth 2000 years ago. They could see Him. But there were 
people who wanted to get rid of Him. They did not like the things He taught, and 
hated having to do what He said. So they did get rid of Him. 
 Jesus followers then came to His tomb, hoping to at least be able to 
remember Him. Much like we do with graves, with a stone with the person’s name, or 
with the memorial wall outside the church. We like to have a physical place where 
we can go and feel close to a person, even if we cannot see them anymore. But 
when Mary came to the tomb where Jesus’ body had been buried, she found that 
they did not have even that: 
 

Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 
Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” (John 20:1-2) 

 
Mary grieved that she could not find the Lord. She did not feel that He was close to 
her at all. 
 And yet, unknown to Mary, even though the Lord seemed hidden and distant, 
the Lord was extremely close by. He was so close that she could even see Him, she 
just did not know it was Him! 
 

But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one 
at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then 
they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  
 She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid Him.” 
Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”  
 She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried 
Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 

 
The Lord was so close to Mary; yet she did not know it. She felt like she had lost Him 
forever. 
 We know the Lord is all around us. But it can feel like He is distant. When life 
is hard. When people are unkind. When we are overwhelmed by our feelings. When 
we break the rules and get in trouble. When nothing much at all is going on and we 
don’t feel there’s much point to anything. The Lord does really feel far away, and we 
can grieve that He doesn’t feel closer. 
 But of course, the Lord is still there, even then. Not only is He there in some 
vague, abstract way. He is there personally, in our hearts, in our minds, guiding all 
manner of good things to us. This is how Mary finally recognized the Lord: He called 
her name: 
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Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  
 She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). 

 
Mary finally got how close the Lord was when He called her name. He showed that 
He knew her personally, and everything about her. That is how the Lord is with you: 
He knows every last little thing about you. There is no hardship in your life that He 
does not already know about, and is not already working on helping you with. He 
knows you, and that is how we can know He is with us. 
 Because of Easter, the Lord is with us this way forever. Even if we cannot see 
Him, we can know Him, and He can know us, and be with us. 
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Finding the Risen Lord 

An Easter Sermon by Pastor Joel Christian Glenn 
17 April, 2022 

 
 The most momentous single event in the Word is the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Yet it is an event that is not, technically, present in the Word. We do indeed 
find detailed descriptions of His death and burial. But instead of then reading about 
Jesus’ resurrection in the night, we join the point of view of His followers, and the 
process of them coming to understand that the resurrection had already taken place. 
That the resurrection happened is important; but for it to have an impact it must be 
realized in our own lives. We too, like Jesus’ followers, must come to find the Risen 
Lord on our own. 
 In the Gospel of John, the first person to see the Risen Lord is Mary 
Magdalene. Mary was a woman who at one point was possessed by seven demons, 
which the Lord cast out from her. In the Word seven represents fullness. So Mary, 
possessed by seven demons, would represent a person or really any of us, in the full 
grip of hell, overwhelmed and overcome by the hells. The totality of her possession 
is what makes Jesus’ casting out of her demons so remarkable. Imagine your own 
life’s struggle. Either a spiritual struggle that has dogged you for years, or shorter 
term struggles that threatened to overwhelm your life. What were the fears and 
doubts that went along with it? What were the feelings? What were the thoughts? In 
all temptation there is doubt over something that is loved deeply; doubt over the 
Lord’s ability to save you, doubt over your own ability to stay the course, doubt that 
anything will come right or that what you love will survive. In the case of Mary 
Magdalene, in spite of her seven demons, the Lord was able to save her and restore 
her. Likewise, the Lord is able to restore us, even from the worst of our spiritual 
ailments. 

There is a parallel between Jesus work with Mary and what He accomplished 
at Easter. Just as individually and personally Jesus had confronted the totality of 
Mary’s demons, He also took on the fullness and completeness of all the hells that 
ever have or ever could afflict the human race. This process involved intense 
combats, or temptations, that are described in many places in the Word, which also 
describes how Jesus took on this burden for the sake of saving mankind: 

 
He is despised and rejected by men, 
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; 
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 
Surely He has borne our griefs 
And carried our sorrows; 
Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities; 
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
And by His stripes we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53:3-5) 

 
This passage speaks of Jesus bearing our griefs, carrying our sorrows. Many have 
taken this to mean that Jesus carried the punishment for our sins, such that we do 
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not have to suffer our deserved punishment. The reality is different: Jesus did indeed 
bear the burden of sin; but not in place of us. Rather, He bore it even as He lifted us 
up. For example, He is said to have done exactly this in, among other things, casting 
out demons: 
 

When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-
possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were 
sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 
 “He Himself took our infirmities 
 And bore our sicknesses.” 
(Matthew 8:16-17) 

 
The Lord took our infirmities and sicknesses on Himself in the sense of taking them 
on, experiencing them, and overcoming them. He continues on with this very active 
work even today, as He regenerates us through the work of repentance. We see a 
small glimpse of what it would be to face the immensity of hell, alone, in Jesus’ 
prayer in Gethsemane, in His torture and execution, in His death on the Cross. 
  The one and only one who could face this onslaught of hell is the Lord alone. 
Just as He alone could face the universal hells, it is also the Lord alone who can take 
away hell from us. On our own it would be utterly impossible; yet with God all things 
are possible. This is the deeper spiritual meaning of the Lord bearing our iniwuities. 
Not that He removes them apart from our own choices; but that to the extent evil is 
removed from our lives, it is the Lord Himself who is doing the heavy lifting: 
 

From all this it may again be recognized that 'bearing iniquities', when the 
Lord is the subject, means fighting constantly for a person against the hells, 
thus constantly moving them away, for that removal of them goes on 
unceasingly not only while a person is in the world but also forever in the next 
life. No mere human being is able to move evils away in that manner, for by 
himself no one is able to move even the smallest amount of evil away, less 
still to move the hells, and least of all to do so forever. (Secrets of Heaven 
§9937:5) 

 
Mary could not have resisted a single spirit of hell; and yet with the Lord all seven 
had been cast out. And we cannot resist a single hellish inclination or doubt; and yet 
the Lord can cast out every evil and every fear that assails us, no matter how great it 
might be. 
 In many ways that is the meaning of Easter. But remember that we are 
looking to see not just what the Lord’s resurrection accomplished, but how it become 
known and active in the lives of His followers. John relays that Mary Magdalene was 
crucial to this process: 
 

Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 
Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” (John 20:1-2) 

 
It was Mary who came, before anyone else, while darkness still reigned in the 
garden. It was Mary who felt the deep pang of loss to discover that not only was 
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Jesus dead and gone, but even His body had been stolen away. Mary, who owed so 
much to the Lord, felt deeply His loss. And it is the parts of us that have been dead, 
that have been lost and confused, only to be revived by the Lord, that first point us to 
the Lord’s power to save, and that grieve the most when the Lord feels absent. It is 
somewhat ironic that the parts of us that most strongly know the Lord’s power are 
also the ones the feel his absence the most. It is precisely because it is these parts 
of us that know just how much we need the Lord that they also fear and grieve to 
think that the Lord might be absent. 
 That we can feel such despair seems to be a flaw or weakness. But it is also 
this part of us that the Lord can speak to, and that the Lord can reveal Himself to. It 
is in having been at our worst, and been touched by the Lord’s power, and saved, 
that we can truly recognize the Lord. This is revealed in how the Risen Lord made 
Himself known to Mary: 

 
But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she 

stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white 
sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had 
lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  

 She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid Him.” 

Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”  

 She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have 
carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  
 She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). 
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to 

My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My 
Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ ” 

Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. (John 20:11-18) 

 
Mary did not recognize the Lord when she saw Him. She recognized Him when He 
called her by her name. According to the Teachings of the New Church, to call by 
name means to know the inmost qualities of a thing. Jesus knew Mary’s quality; He 
knew her at her worst, possessed by seven demons; and He knew her quality and 
potential having been rescued from those demons. 
 It is one thing to “see” the Lord, to know that technically He has overcome 
every sin and every hell that mankind faces. It is quite another to feel that He calls 
directly and personally to each one of us in our sin and in our hell. He did not just 
conquer sin in general; He conquered the very specific sin that you yourself struggle 
with. He knows you individually in your struggle; you are not alone in it; and having 
conquered it in Himself, if you are willing, He can conquer it again within you. What 
Jesus did on a universal scale throughout His life even to the very end, He also did 
on a personal level for you. His rising is taking place constantly, within every heart 
and mind that is willing to have Him. 
 

…the Lord's resurrection on the third morning (Mark 16: 2, 9; Luke 24:1; John 
20:1) embodies in the particular and the specific senses the truth that He rises 
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daily, indeed every single moment, in the minds of regenerate persons. 
(Secrets of Heaven §2405:8) 

 
The work of Easter did not end 2000 years ago in a far off land. The work of Easter 
continues with us, as the Lord conquers the hells that assault us; and it is possible 
with even the darkest parts of our lives, the parts that are overwhelmed, lost, afraid, 
and helpless. 
 The Lord knows each one of us by name. He calls each of us as individuals to 
take part in the work of Easter. Not a single human being is missing from that call. If 
we are willing, we can hear His voice, and follow. As Jesus said, 
 

But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes 
before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. (John 10:2-4) 


