Readings from the Word of God
Sunday, 15 May, 2022
John 15:7
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it
shall be done for you.

1 Kings 3:4-5
Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place:
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon Jehovah
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give
you?”

Secrets of Heaven §2693
One reads in various places in the Word of people being questioned about their
state, but the reason why they are questioned is this: Man has no other belief than
that no one knows his thoughts, let alone the state of his affection. An added reason
is that people may be helped by being able to express their feelings (sensa animi),
which usually does them good, see 1701, 1931.

Luke 18:1
Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart.

1 Kings 3:6-8
And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father,
because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart
with You; You have continued this great mercy for him, and You have given him a
son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.
Now, O Jehovah my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father
David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And Your
servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too
numerous to be numbered or counted.

Secrets of Heaven §2327
To the extent therefore that a person acknowledges his own condition he can
possess true humility, and when engaged in worship can have real devotion. For all
worship must contain humility, and if separated from it no adoration and so no
worship at all is present.
The reason a state of humility is vital to worship itself is that insofar as the heart is
humbled self-love and all resulting evil come to an end; and insofar as these come to
an end good and truth, that is, charity and faith, flow in from the Lord. For what
above all else stands in the way of their being received is self-love.

1 Kings 3:9
Therefore give to Your servant a hearing heart to judge Your people, to understand
between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?

1 Kings 3:10-14

And the word was good in the eyes of the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.
Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long
life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to hear justice, behold, I have
done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding
heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you
arise after you. And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and
honour, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. So
if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

Secrets of Heaven §2535
If his prayer springs from love and faith, and if they are wholly heavenly and spiritual
things about which and for which he prays, something like a revelation is present
within his prayer which manifests itself in the affection of the one praying in the form
of hope, comfort, or some inward joy.

1 Kings 3:15
Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, offered up burnt offerings,
offered peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

