Readings from the Word of God
Revelation 21:2
Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Revelation 21:9-16
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with
the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying,
“Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried
me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me
the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God, having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious
stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she had a great and
high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and
names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of
the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the
north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.
Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he who talked
with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall.
The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth.
And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs.
Its length, breadth, and height are equal.

Apocalypse Revealed §896
It was seen in the form of a city because a city symbolizes doctrine
(nos. 194, 712), and a church is a church by virtue of its doctrine
and its living in accordance with that doctrine. It was also seen as a
city in order that its whole character might be described, and this is
described by the city's walls, gates, foundations, and various
dimensions.

Revelation 22:17, 20

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears
say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let
him take the water of life freely.
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

Apocalypse Revealed §620
...a virgin symbolizes the church as a bride who desires to be
conjoined with the Lord and to become a wife; and a church that
desires to be conjoined with the Lord loves truths because they are
true. For truths bring about conjunction when people live in
accordance with them.

Jeremiah 33:10-11
Thus says Jehovah: “Again there shall be heard in this place—of
which you say, ‘It is desolate, without man and without beast’—in
the cities of Judah, in the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate,
without man and without inhabitant and without beast, the voice of
joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the
voice of the bride, the voice of those who will say:
“Praise Jehovah of hosts,
For Jehovah is good,
For His mercy endures forever”— and of those who will bring
the sacrifice of praise into the house of Jehovah. For I will cause the
captives of the land to return as at the first,’ says Jehovah.

Apocalypse Revealed §908
This is the meaning of the Lord's declaration that the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments: you shall love God
above all things, and the neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-40).
Moreover I can assert that a person cannot possess a grain of truth
that is in itself true except to the extent that it springs from the
goodness of love from the Lord, and so cannot possess a grain of
faith that is in itself faith, that is, a living, saving and spiritual faith,
except to the extent that it springs from charity from the Lord.

