
 

 

Readings from the Word of God 
Sunday, 24 July, 2022 

 
Matthew 21:28-32 
[Jesus said,] “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he regretted it and went. Then he came to the second and said likewise. 
And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” 
They said to Him, “The first.”  
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the 
kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and 
you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you 
saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.” 
 

Exodus 32:1-6 
Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the 
people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us gods that shall 
go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 
And Aaron said to them, “Break off the golden earrings which are in the ears of your 
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people 
broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 
And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, 
and made a molded calf.  
Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!” 
So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation 
and said, “Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.” Then they rose early on the next day, 
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to play. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §10400:2 
From all this it is evident that 'this Moses, that man who caused us to come up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him' means a total 
unawareness of what Divine Truth exists in the Word to raise a person from an 
external to an internal level and to make him an embodiment of the Church other 
than that which presents itself in the sense of the letter. This also is what all who are 
restricted to external things devoid of anything internal think and say; and all are 
restricted to external things devoid of anything internal who are ruled by self-love and 
love of the world. With these people the internal man is closed and only the external 
man lies open; and what is seen by the external man without the internal when they 
read the Word is seen in thick darkness. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §10402 
From this it is evident that by, "tear off the golden earrings that are in the ears of your 
women, of your sons, and of your daughters," is signified the drawing out from the 
literal sense of the Word of such things as are noticed to obey or favor the delights of 
external loves and the principles thence derived. 
 



 

 

Exodus 32:15-16 
And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the 
Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side 
and on the other they were written. Now the tablets were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets. 
 

Secrets of Heaven §10488 
It is said “sword upon thigh,” because truth fighting against falsity and evil, and 
conquering, must be from good; because all the power of truth is from this source. 
Indeed truth without good is not truth, for it is only information devoid of life; 
consequently truth without good has no power. By truth from good is meant a life 
according to truth, for good is of the life. 
 

The Doctrine of Faith §12 

If anyone thinks within himself, or says to another, "Who can have that internal 
acknowledgment of truth which is faith? I cannot," I will tell him how he may have it: 
Shun evils as sins, and approach the Lord, and you will have as much as you desire. 
 


