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Children’s Talk: Talking and Doing 

 
What is more important: what you say or what you do? 
 

 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ 
but afterward he regretted it and went. Then he came to the second and said 
likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the 
two did the will of his father?”  
They said to Him, “The first.” (Matthew 21:28-31) 

 
The first one said that he would not do the work; but then he did end up doing it. 
 
The second one said that he would do the work; but then he did not. 
 
What we do matters more than what we say. Imagine you told your parents that you 
would not help or do your chores; perhaps you got angry and yelled at them; 
perhaps you got in trouble. But then, sitting in your room, sad, you feel bad about 
what you said. You apologize. You do your chores and help. It doesn’t really matter 
that you started out on the wrong foot; what matters is that in the end you did do the 
right thing. 
 
But imagine you cheerfully told your parents that of course you would help, of course 
you would do your chores! But then, when the time came, you hid, or snuck away to 
do something else. Imagine that even when they found out you still refused to help! 
Would it matter that you had said you would help? Not at all. Because you didn’t 
actually do what you said you would do, your words didn’t mean much. 
 
Now all of us get second chances. Even if we make the mistake of not doing the right 
thing, or not doing what we said we would do, the Lord gives us the chance to do it 
now. What you choose to do now matters a lot more than what you said you would 
or would not do; it even matters a lot more then what you actually did or did not do 
then. 
 
Don’t get stuck thinking about the past; focus on what you can do now that is good; if 
now you do what is good, it will make up for any mistake that you have made in the 
past. 
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Rediscovering the Power of Faith 

A Sermon by Pastor Joel Christian Glenn 
24 July, 2022 

 
 Faith speaks to the depths of human experience. It speaks to our relationship 
with our creator and saviour and it speaks to the heart and soul of our lives. Yet at 
times faith can lose its power. It can become stale and superficial, or seem empty of 
real meaning. The rituals and practices that accompany faith then also lose their 
edge and become mere motions to go through. Faith is not always as powerful or 
motivating as we would like; and we have to be on our guard to keep those 
experiences from derailing us spiritually. 
 The Children of Israel had many moments when they lacked faith, or when 
their external shows of faith lacked any real internal component. One such time was 
when Moses ascended Mt. Sinai to meet with God and to receive the Ten 
Commandments. This event took place over many days and nights, and while the 
people waited, their faith in Moses, and by extension, Jehovah, waned. 

 
Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the 
mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, 
make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him.” 
And Aaron said to them, “Break off the golden earrings which are in the ears 
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all 
the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought 
them to Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it 
with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf.  
Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of 
Egypt!” 
So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.” Then they rose 
early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; 
and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. (Exodus 32:1-
6) 

 
When they saw that Moses had gone up to God, to all appearances never to return, 
the people gave up on him, and turned to a target of their faith that was more 
tangible. They made their own god, whom they could see and worship directly, 
created from their own jewellery. They even attributed to this new god the very 
miracles that Jehovah had performed for them in leading them out of slavery in 
Egypt. 
 The Teachings of the New Church explain that the spiritual meaning of this 
story has to do with an external experience of faith devoid of any internal meaning. 
Moses, their connection to the Lord, ascending Mt. Sinai and disappearing high into 
the clouds represents the disconnect between internal spiritual reality and our day-
to-day, lived, tangible experience of the things of faith. One example of this would be 
when you read the Word and get absolutely nothing out of it. Reading the Word is 
supposed to be this profoundly insightful experience, right? So it is disappointing 
when we turn to the Word and find that, apparently, there is nothing more there then 
an old story about an obscure tribe in the ancient Middle East. Likewise, prayer, 
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attending church, spiritual conversations and faith in general can, at times, feel 
devoid of anything deeper. This feeling of emptiness can of course creep into other 
areas of life as well. Relationships can stagnate, work can be monotonous, life on 
the whole can feel pointless rudderless. 
 The danger of these times is that in them we look elsewhere to find something 
to make us feel alive. In the case of the Children of Israel, in Moses’ absence on high 
they turned to a much more present, tangible source of faith, in an idol made from 
gold in the shape of a calf. The Teachings of the New Church explain that this idol 
represents falsity, shaped from and giving rise to external pleasure. When we 
desperately want to feel alive, we turn to the things that will give us momentary 
pleasure more quickly than the things that lead to a deeper, lasting joy. 
 Even religious things can be tainted by this pursuit of pleasure. I was trying to 
come up with a list of examples, and one that struck me (in a not so comfortable 
way) is just how hard it is, as a minister, to make sure that first and foremost I strive 
to practice what I preach; and how much more enjoyable it would be to take pleasure 
in how gracious and magnanimous the things I teach are. In short, when doing the 
hard work of self-reflection feels empty or meaningless, it is very tempting to relish 
the idea of being good, without actually doing what it takes to be good. It is hard to 
read the Word with an eye towards how you need to change your life according to 
what you are reading; it’s pleasurable to feel oneself superior for having the habit of 
reading the Word. It’s hard to day by day do the work of repentance, as you 
incrementally, perhaps even invisibly, grow; it is pleasurable to rest secure in the 
knowledge that your faith technically prizes love more than faith. It is hard to confront 
the things over which you feel guilt, to allow yourself to be convicted by your 
conscience, to recognize where you fall short; it is pleasurable to simply trust that 
God forgives everyone, and so you can simply brush away the pangs of conscience 
without a second thought. It is difficult to push inward to the things that matter, 
especially that matter spiritually; it is much more enjoyable to stay focused on the 
things that can easily be used for one’s own pleasure. 
 So that’s the problem, but what’s the solution? In the story Moses descended 
from the mountain, carrying with him the 10 Commandments: 
 

And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of 
the Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the 
one side and on the other they were written. Now the tablets were the work of 
God, and the writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets. (Exodus 
32:15-16) 

 
This presents a striking image of the internal, core truths from the Lord, descending 
downward from heaven into the world. It is these truths that can set us back on the 
right path. Remember that the whole reason the Children of Israel turned to the calf 
was because of Moses’ absence; and likewise we are tempted to turn to the pursuit 
of pleasure when faith seems empty or impotent, lacking in real meaning. The 
descent of Moses would then represent the return of a sense of meaning in religious 
ideas, values, and practices. 
 It is appropriate that this would be represented through Moses specifically 
with the 10 Commandments. It is in living these commandments that a person can 
rediscover the power of faith. We might strive to rediscover this power just by 
thinking our way to it, or by getting inspired emotionally, and these might help. But 
the core way to rediscover the power of faith is through living it, living it especially 
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when you don’t feel it and can see so many easier or more pleasurable paths to 
take. Moses, representing the Word, destroyed the idol; and likewise a devotion to 
doing what the Lord taught can smash our attachment to what is merely pleasurable 
and enjoyable.  
 There is a further image of this in the story, this time represented in the Sons 
of Levi. Moses, having destroyed the idol, stood at the entrance to the camp and 
called for all who were on Jehovah’s side to join him. The sons of Levi did so. Moses 
ordered them to set their swords against their thighs, and then to march through the 
camp, killing the people who disobeyed the Lord. Although the image is brutal, the 
spiritual meaning is beautiful. A sword strapped to the thigh represents truth that 
comes from goodness. We read in the Teachings of the New Church, in explanation 
of this fact, that, 
 

It is said “sword upon thigh,” because truth fighting against falsity and evil, 
and conquering, must be from good; because all the power of truth is from this 
source. Indeed truth without good is not truth, for it is only information devoid 
of life; consequently truth without good has no power. By truth from good is 
meant a life according to truth, for good is of the life. (Secrets of Heaven 
§10488) 

 
All the power of truth, and so of faith, is from goodness. The power of this truth from 
good is represent in the power of the Sons of Levi, with their swords upon their 
thighs, to kill. In us, the spiritual meaning is that when truth stems from goodness, it 
then has the power to kill our evil desires and false ideas. It has the power to restore 
us to a faith that is living and filled with joy. Without goodness, truth would have none 
of this power. 
 If we feel that we lack the Lord’s presence in any area of life, then, we cannot 
simply think or feel our way out of it. We have to put in real effort to live the truth that 
we do know and to act from a real love for goodness. Otherwise the truth will remain 
empty and devoid of life. The path to having a faith that has depth lies not in more 
truth, but in living a good life. 

This is a reality that is open to everyone. When we look around it appears that 
there are some people who have faith, who never doubt, who just get it; and then 
there’s us, stumbling through, barely holding on, uncertain of what is right, uncertain 
even if the Lord exists. Faith, the ability to acknowledge truth, can seem out of our 
grasp. The Teachings of the New Church give a simple step to take that can bring 
anyone into faith: 
 

If anyone thinks within himself, or says to another, "Who can have that 
internal acknowledgment of truth which is faith? I cannot," I will tell him how 
he may have it: Shun evils as sins, and approach the Lord, and you will have 
as much as you desire. (The Doctrine of Faith §12) 

 
If we desire to have faith, real faith that comes from the heart and that is strong, we 
must shun evils as sin, and go to the Lord. Notice the evils in your life, and put them 
aside; resist them; fight them; be willing to become a new person. Don’t wait until 
your faith is strong to do these things; rather do them while your faith is weak, so that 
it can be strengthened. And continually go to the Lord, in your prayers, in your 
thoughts, in reading the Word and in your daily practices. Again, don’t wait until you 
have a strong faith in Him; rather go to Him when your faith is at its weakest. Oddly 
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enough, some of the most useful prayers I have prayed when times of doubt have 
begun with the words, “Lord, I don’t believe in you right now.” Living a faith that is 
barely there has a way of reviving that very faith in a way that mere thought cannot 
possibly do. 
 Faith, for many, is a moving target. It is not static, nor does it increase in a 
constant, steady flow. It is up and down, strong one day, weak the next, barely there 
at times and sometimes overflowing in power. When faith deserts us, and we are 
tempted to satisfy only our lower desires, we do not have to be slaves to that feeling. 
Even in doubt and obscurity we can choose to turn to the Lord and do His will; and in 
making these choices we will rediscover the power of faith. 


