Readings from the Word of God

Luke 18:18-27

Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what
shall | do to inherit eternal life?”

So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No
one is good but One, that is, God. You know the
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,” ‘Do not murder,” ‘Do not
steal,” ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honour your father and your
mother.””

And he said, “All these things | have kept from my youth.”

So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still
lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was
very rich.

And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He
said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom
of God! #° For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?”

But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are
possible with God.”

Luke 6:1-11

Now it happened on the second-first Sabbath that He went through
the grainfields. And His disciples plucked the heads of grain and
ate them, rubbing them in their hands. And some of the Pharisees
said to them, “Why are you doing what is not lawful to do on the
Sabbath?”

But Jesus answering them said, “Have you not even read this, what
David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with

him: how he went into the house of God, took and ate the
showbread, and also gave some to those with him, which is not
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lawful for any but the priests to eat?” And He said to them, “The Son
of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”

Now it happened on another Sabbath, also, that He entered the
synagogue and taught. And a man was there whose right hand was
withered. So the scribes and Pharisees watched Him closely,
whether He would heal on the Sabbath, that they might find

an accusation against Him. But He knew their thoughts, and said to
the man who had the withered hand, “Arise and stand here.” And he
arose and stood. Then Jesus said to them, “| will ask you one

thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life
or to destroy?” And when He had looked around at them all, He said
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand
was restored as whole as the other. But they were filled with rage,
and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.

Doctrine of Life §9

A man gives to the poor; relieves the needy; endows places of
worship and hospitals; has regard for the church, his country, and
his fellow citizen; is diligent in his attendance at a place of worship,
where he listens and prays devoutly; reads the Word and books of
piety; and thinks about salvation; and yet is not aware whether he is
doing these things from himself, or from God. He may be doing the
very same things from God, or he may be doing them from self. If he
does them from God they are good, if from self they are not good.

Matthew 21:23-24

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the

weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you
ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. Blind
guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!



