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Children’s Talk: Never Give Up 
 

1. It’s Easy to Give Up - When we face challenges that are hard it is easy to 
give up. That’s especially true when it doesn’t feel like you are making any 
progress. Have you ever tried to do something you’ve never learned before 
and got so frustrated you wanted to give up? 

2. Giving Up on Growing Spiritually - Sometimes we also want to give up on 
becoming better people. It is hard to keep trying to stop doing bad things and 
start doing good things. So hard that sometimes we want to give up. 

3. The Paralyzed Man - There was a man who lived in the time of Jesus who 
had a very hard life. He was paralyzed. That meant that he could not move at 
all. And yet, in spite of that, he kept trying to reach the Lord to be healed. He 
never gave up! Here is how that happened: 

 
And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard 

that He was in the house. 2 Immediately many gathered together, so that there 
was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He 
preached the word to them. 3 Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who 
was carried by four men. 4 And when they could not come near Him because 
of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had 
broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven you.” 

6 And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their 
hearts, 7 “Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive 
sins but God alone?” 

8 But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned 
thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these 
things in your hearts?9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you 
may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said 
to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your 
house.” 12 Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the 
presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We 
never saw anything like this!” 

 
4. His Great Effort - The man couldn’t move himself, so he got four people to 

carry him. The crowd was so large that he had to be carried up onto the roof 
and then lowered through a hole. That probably took a whole lot of work! But 
because he was willing to do all that work, he managed to meet the Lord and 
be healed. 

5. Never Give Up - When we are trying to stop doing bad things and start doing 
good ones, we also have to never give up. The Lord’s promise is that if we 
continue to try our hardest, no matter what, He will help us and we will 
succeed. 

 
  



3/5 

God’s Healing Forgiveness 
A Sermon by Pastor Joel Christian Glenn, delivered by Lance Mansfield 

2 October 2022 
 
 Imagine what it would be like to be paralyzed: to have none of your limbs 
respond to your mind; to rely totally on others; to be unable to engage in almost any 
activity that you currently enjoy. Some people get a taste of this with waking dreams, 
in which they are awake and aware, but cannot move their bodies. That in itself is an 
unpleasant experience, but it can turn to sheer terror when it is accompanied by 
waking nightmares. To be paralyzed is to have wants and desires but to be unable to 
act on them. 
 Spiritual paralysis acts in a similar way. When we want something spiritual 
and good but seem unable to achieve it or make any progress towards it, we are 
paralyzed. This kind of spiritual paralysis can be compared to being firmly chained to 
the evil that we want to escape from. 
 

[P]eople who are infested by evils from hell are as though bound in prison, for 
they cannot help but think evil, even if they will good. This gives rise to an 
inner combat and distress from which they cannot be set free, almost like 
people in chains. That is because their good is not good as long as it is bound 
up with falsities; and to the extent that it is bound up with falsities, evil is 
present in it. This good is accordingly what is infested. 
(Apocalypse Revealed §99) 

 
Notice how this passage is referring to people who will or intend good, but think evil. 
This pattern shows up most frequently when we have developed a bad habit that we 
now want to get rid of. A part of us wants to make a change, but our thought patterns 
continue to run on auto-pilot. Think of someone who has had the habit of disdaining 
other people for their lack of intelligence. Even if she wants to think differently, 
whenever that one co-worker opens her mouth her immediate thought is, “what an 
idiot.” Or take someone who has come to value marriage but from past experiences 
keeps having lust welling up within him, unasked for but unstoppable. Or the sister 
who wants to stop blaming her brother for family issues but can’t get over her knee-
jerk reactions to him. These people are paralyzed spiritually because they have the 
want to do and be good but find themselves unable to change their own false and 
harmful thoughts. 
 What the Lord does for a man who was physically paralyzed He can do for us 
when we are spiritually paralyzed. As with any story in the Word the one about the 
paralytic that Jesus healed has a deeper meaning running through it, not just in the 
general message but down to the very words that are used. We are going to work 
our way through this story uncovering that meaning with help from the teachings of 
the New Church. 
 The story begins with the setting: Jesus has come to a small town by the Sea 
of Galilee. As soon as people hear of His presence they flock to him, packing the 
house where He is. The house becomes so packed that the door itself is blocked. In 
these conditions it would be hard for a healthy person to approach Jesus, much less 
a paralytic being carried on a small bed by four other men. This image sets the stage 
for where we are mentally in a state of paralysis. The house is our minds. The 
people are all the thoughts and feelings that crowd our minds on a daily basis. Jesus 
at the centre teaching the Word is the Lord, at the centre of our minds, helping us to 
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order and direct our lives towards what is good and true. And then on the outside, 
looking in, is the paralyzed man. He stands for that thought that you know is wrong 
but you cannot escape; the feeling that you can tell is from hell but can’t suppress. 
He is your opinions and judgments that are so embedded that no matter how much 
you try you cannot get them to budge. 
 Our tendency with habits that don’t budge is to keep them at arm’s length, 
mentally speaking. It is exhausting to try to deal with something that hasn’t ever 
changed and doesn’t seem like it ever will. So instead we focus on all the other little 
issues that we can fix. Meanwhile, our focus on all the little day-to-day issues 
distracts and blocks us from dealing with those that we think are unmovable, just as 
the crowd listening to Jesus blocked the paralytic from getting any closer. 
Interestingly enough, the solution is not to disperse all those day-to-day issues. It is 
important that we deal with them on a regular basis; but there is a way around them, 
as the paralytic man discovered. 
 So how does a paralyzed man get passed a large crowd? Well, first he had 
four people to carry him. That might seem like a minor detail but it actually has some 
significance. Four stands for spiritual balance: a proper balance between what is 
good and true, a balance that results in fair and just decisions. Four people carrying 
one allows for a good distribution of weight and a low likelihood that he will tip over 
and be dropped. We have to have that balanced approach if we are going to make 
any progress with these intractable issues. If we come at them from despair or 
frustration or hopelessness they won’t shift. If we look at them head on with clarity 
and good judgment we might actually be able to get somewhere. 

Secondly, since the five of them couldn’t enter by the door, they climbed up 
on the roof. They then pulled back a portion of the thatch and punched a hole 
through big enough to lower the man down. The effort this would have taken is a 
valuable lesson: if we don’t put true effort in to prioritize these issues they will never 
get resolved, because they will always be sitting on the back burner. Having elevated 
them in terms of priority, we than lower them before the Lord, just as the paralytic 
was lowered into the house to reach Jesus. There is an interesting flow of raising 
and lowering in the story here: the man is raised onto the roof to get around the 
crowd, and then lowered down to reach Jesus, who will then tell him to rise up from 
his bed. Even as we raise up our problems in priority, we then have to humbly submit 
them to the Lord. It is easy to begin to focus on a problem only to be overwhelmed 
by the magnitude of it. That is when it becomes so important that we offer it to the 
Lord, trusting that He actually can make a difference, when nothing else has worked. 
 After the man is lowered from the roof the most important words of this story 
take place: “When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are 
forgiven you’” (Mark 2:5). Notice that the Lord, after all that work to get the paralyzed 
man to Him, did not say, “You are now healed.” Jesus offered something much more 
profound than physical healing: He offered spiritual healing in the form of 
forgiveness. When the scribes questioned His ability to forgive, only then did He heal 
the man, to prove to them that if He had the power to heal a physical disease then 
surely He had the power to forgive a spiritual one? 
 It is crucial for us to understand what it means to be forgiven and to be 
healed. Real forgiveness is not pronouncing that the sins have been pardoned. Real 
forgiveness consists in the Lord removing the inclination to sin from our hearts and 
giving us the power to then be free of those sins (cf. p. 225 of The Gospel according 
to St. Matthew, by William Bruce). Remember that paralysis means to want and 
intend good things, but to have evil thoughts and feelings still flooding your mind. 
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When we take those unwanted thoughts and prioritize them and then humbly submit 
them to the Lord, we are ready to be forgiven. In other words, when we don’t ignore 
our past evils but prioritize working through them with the Lord, He begins, bit by bit, 
to remove our inclinations to those old evils. It might take time, and will not happen 
as quickly as the man in the story was healed, but it will happen. 

Let’s return to two of the examples I mentioned earlier: disdain and lust. What 
does it look like to carry these two paralyzing experiences through the whole 
process? The person who always has the thought “what an idiot” pop into her head 
cannot just ignore it forever. She must bring her attention to that problem and focus 
on it. She must prioritize it over other issues that might be easier to work on. She has 
to take the time to consider why and how it is a problem and where it might stem 
from. Then she must humbly bring it to the Lord for help and for forgiveness. Over 
time, she will know that her sins are forgiven as the thoughts came less easily and 
less often and are replaced with thoughts of charity and respect. For the man who 
cannot escape lust: do not let it fester. Don’t be ok with fantasy always going on in 
the background of your mind. Bring it to the fore, lift it up in priority, and pray about it 
humbly with the Lord. You will know that your sins are being forgiven as the 
fantasies come less frequently and the mind is freed to think of women chastely and 
with respect. 

Ultimately, don’t be satisfied with the evils that seem like they will never 
change. It takes a great deal of faith to continue to bring an evil to the Lord that you 
have brought to Him a thousand times before. But if we have the faith to continue to 
go to the Lord, then we will also have the faith that can receive His healing 
forgiveness. Don’t settle for less than what the Lord is offering you: not just to do the 
little things, but to dramatically transform your thoughts and feelings into a heavenly 
mind-set. That is the promise of the Lord’s healing of the paralytic. Amen.  


