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Children’s Talk: The Wedding Garment 
 

 Clothing says a lot about who people are 

 On heritage day, many people dress in a way that shows their heritage 
o Heritage means where they come from 
o What their families in the past were like 
o The language and culture they have 

 But in heaven, clothes tell you more about someone: they tell you what their 
heart is like 

 The Lord told a story about a heavenly wedding, and a person who was not 
wearing the right clothing: 

 
8 Then he said to his servants, “The wedding is ready, but those who were 
invited were not worthy. 9 Therefore go into the highways, and as many as 
you find, invite to the wedding.’ 10 So those servants went out into the 
highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. 
And the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
Matthew 22:11   “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man 
there who did not have on a wedding garment. 12 So he said to him, “Friend, 
how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was 
speechless. 13 Then the king said to the servants, “Bind him hand and foot, 
take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 
Matthew 22:14   “For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22:8-
14) 

 

 If this were a story about how we are supposed to treat people who dress 
differently, it would be very unkind 

 But it is actually a story for us to learn from, about how we are supposed to 
behave 

 Remember, in heaven, clothing tells you what someone is like 
o Ripped and torn and ugly clothing means someone is unkind 
o Beautiful clothing means someone is loving 

 This guest wanted to be part of the wedding; but he was not willing to make 
his heart loving and kind, so he could not fit in. 

 We want to be part of the Lord’s church, His kingdom on Earth; to do that we 
also need to be loving and kind 

 This is our true heritage from the Lord: to do His will, and to love others as He 
has loved us.  
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 Loving others can be a way of loving oneself. This seems counterintuitive: 
surely loving other people is selfless! But we can sometimes stop at the individual, 
and fail to go beyond the borders of our own communities. In other words, we can 
love the individual people who think, act, and look like us, and leave loving others at 
that. Yet the Teachings of the New Church explain that this is a form of love of self, 
no matter how much we try to hide it. Take this passage: 
 

...whoever loves himself, loves also those who belong to him; by whom are 
meant here, in particular, children and grand-children, and, in general, all who 
make one with himself, and whom he calls his own. Loving these is the same 
as loving one's self; for a man beholds them, as it were, in himself, and 
himself in them. Among those whom such a man calls his own, are also all 
those by whom he is flattered, honoured, and worshipped. (New Jerusalem 
and Its Heavenly Doctrines 67) 

 
As this passage points out, a parent can love his children not because of any good 
quality that the children have, but simply because they are a reflection of himself. It’s 
not too hard to see the harm this causes. Parents who try to mould their children in 
their own image and likeness, or try to live vicariously through them, set 
unachievable expectations, crush individuality, and foster resentment. It should be 
obvious that a parent’s goal should be the wellbeing of the child, not their own 
satisfaction in having raised a carbon-copy of themselves. A parent in this position 
may have intense feelings of affection for their child, and claim that it is love, when in 
fact it is only an extension of love of self. 
 I think something similar can happen in groups and communities. When a 
community is an extension of us or an important part of our identity, loving that 
community easily becomes an expression of self-love. We see this when patriotism 
becomes nationalism: when one’s country is loved not for any good in it, but for the 
mere fact that it is one’s own, and so is superior to all others. People like this quickly 
turn a blind eye to any flaw in the country and will defend its injustices to the death. 
Again, the person himself will claim that he is practicing selfless love. After all, the 
country consists of his fellow-citizens, whom he loves. Yet he conveniently ignores 
his choice not to love the citizens of another country. 
 Perhaps closer to home, this is the perennial problem that any church faces. If 
we are doing church right then it should certainly be worth loving. Yet if loving our 
own church means disparaging those outside the church and blindly condemning all 
other churches, than our love is, in fact, a selfish one. We may rightly believe that 
other churches do some things wrong and that we have many things right. But the 
mere fact of being part of a good church does not make one superior. I know for 
certain that there are members of other churches, churches that I strongly disagree 
with, who are better people than me and have a closer relationship with the Lord. We 
need to be able to love that about other churches if we are to love selflessly. 
 The antidote to loving yourself through the groups and communities that you 
are part of is to always be looking outside of self. Not just outside of self to other 
people, but outside of self to other communities. Think back to all the groups we 
mentioned in the children’s talk. Think on which of those you take particular pride in, 
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and then consider what it would look like to love people in comparable groups. One 
example is what we are doing here today: hopefully we are not just showing off our 
own heritage, but loving and celebrating people of other heritages. What would it 
look like to also love people of other social status, of other political leanings, of other 
mentality and personality? No matter what group you are part of, there are other 
groups outside of it that are worthy of your love and respect. 
 Of course, there is one group that no one is outside of: the created human 
race. Every single human being is a child of the same God. This truth can lift us up 
and out of any and all conflict between two groups. No matter how much you might 
want to disparage someone, you cannot take away their humanity. The Teachings of 
the New Church explain how to rightly order our little individual groups into this 
grander system: 
 

Not only is an individual person one's neighbour but also a group of people; 
for the community whether small or large is one's neighbour, as is one's 
country, the Church, the Lord's kingdom, and above all others the Lord. All 
these are meant by the neighbour whom one should be moved by charity to 
benefit. They are also ascending degrees of the neighbour, for a community 
composed of a group of people is the neighbour in a higher degree than an 
individual person, one's country in a still higher degree than the community, 
the Church in a still higher degree than this, and the Lord's kingdom in a still 
higher degree than that. But the Lord is the neighbour in the highest degree. 
These ascending degrees are like a flight of stairs which have the Lord at the 
top. (Secrets of Heaven §6819) 

 
Don’t stop at just loving other individuals. Love people of other groups, mind-sets, 
churches, nations and peoples. Expand your sight beyond your own borders to see 
the common humanity in the Lord that binds us together; “They will come from the 
east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the Kingdom of 
God” (Luke 13:29). 
 Now all the things that make us different and separate us into these various 
communities are a kind of heritage, both good and bad: it is all the practices and 
customs that have been handed down from the past and that in many ways define 
the groups we are part of. On a day like heritage day we celebrate ethnic and 
national cultures. But there is more to it than that: the culture of our church for 
example is a heritage. There are inherited views on politics and civil society. We 
have even inherited a family culture from our parents. 
 But there is another kind of inheritance that transcends all of these 
communities, and allows us to look beyond our borders to see ourselves as part of 
one grand whole. That inheritance is what we receive from the Lord. It is the love 
and faith that can come from no other source, and that the Lord gives to us as a free 
gift.  
 

… [To inherit] means to possess the Lord's life, that is, to receive life from the 
Lord. This is clear from many places in the Word… to possess the Lord's life, 
or to receive life from the Lord, is to accept the Lord in love and faith. And 
because such persons abide in the Lord and are the Lord's they are called His 
heirs and sons. (Secrets of Heaven 2658) 
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For each of us as individuals it is a beautiful thought that we may be adopted by the 
Lord, to have Him as our very own loving father, to receive from Him as much love 
and faith as we wish. 
 But there is another lesson here, one that has to do with how we view others, 
and the communities that we are not part of. It is the fact that all goodness and truth, 
love and faith, is passed on to other people from the Lord alone. None of it is self-
produced, either by ourselves or by anyone else. What this means is that when we 
observe faith and love in another person, that faith and love come from the exact 
same source that love and faith come from in us. The God that we worship, and go 
to in joy and in need, is the very same God who has blessed those other people, as 
varied and as different from us as they may be. Who are we to reject those who the 
Lord has adopted as His own? 
 And if they have been given an inheritance from the Lord, then they are our 
brothers and our sisters. This analogy of a family is a useful one: we don’t always get 
along so well with family; but we know that we have to stick it out and work together. 
And we also know that parents aren’t supposed to have favorites. Likewise the 
Lord’s love for one group is neither greater nor less than His love for another; the 
Lord doesn’t play favourites; He sends an inheritance equally upon all His children. 
 While the Lord is constantly working to pull us together as one, we have our 
part to play in making this common heritage reality. We simply need look at the world 
to know that it does not happen automatically. It takes hard work to actually love 
people outside of ourselves, much less communities, nations, and peoples. The 
Word tells us that this is the process that allows us to receive that goodness and 
truth from the Lord: 
 

He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall 
be My son. (Revelation 21:7) 

 
It takes continuously repenting of selfishness and fighting the tendencies to turn to 
ourselves and our people alone. It takes laying down our lives for the sake of others.  
 We have talked today about the need to look beyond our own borders to love 
those of many different heritages; we can do this in part by remembering that all the 
love and faith that another has, no matter how different from us, is from the same 
heavenly Father; and we receive this common inheritance through repentance. But 
the point I want to end on is not so much about ourselves, but rather what we pass 
on to the next generation. Heritage does not just mean looking to the past with 
gratitude for what we have been given; it also means giving consideration to what 
legacy we will pass on to the future. For those with children this is perhaps especially 
poignant: what practices, customs, and habits will you pass on to your children? I 
don’t mean cultural, although those are important too; I mean spiritually. Will you 
pass on a heritage of love, compassion, tenderness, innocence; of wisdom, integrity, 
truth, zeal; of usefulness, hard work, dedication, and so on? As we have received 
from the Lord, so should we pass on. This duty is incumbent on all of us, not just 
parents. By our actions, our choices, we shape the culture that we live in; and in turn 
that culture is perpetuated and passed on. 
 We are all part of the Lord’s Kingdom. We all have the opportunity to expand 
that Kingdom, to share it, and to strengthen it, and to ensure that it is passed on to 
the next generation. Amen.  


